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e The pork Research, Development and Extension organisation leading research in
partnership with the Australian government and research community

e The marketing arm of the pork industry managing national campaigns to raise
awareness of high quality Australian porkand smallgoods

e The peak body for the Australian pork industry, representing pork within the National
Farmers’ Federation (NFF) and other representative frameworks

¢ Leading the pork industry’s Sustainability Framework and part of the sector-wide
collaborative effort to develop an Australian Agricultural Sustainability Framework,
coordinated by the NFF on behalf of the Federal Department of Agriculture, and

e The industry signatory to the Emergency Animal Disease Response Deed (EADRA).

COVID-19 pandemic and impacts on the Australian pork industry

The Australian pork industry is a national industry, part of the domestic (and overseas) food
supply chain and supported by essential workers.

Workforce and supply chain constraints, animal management and maintaining business
continuity through the supply chain were key challenges and priorities for the industry
through the pandemic.

It was vital that APL was able to work with Government to safely maintain business
continuity as much as possible, across jurisdictional borders. This ensured safe protein
supply to consumers could be maintained, and the wellbeing of animals in our care upheld.

Regular communication with Government was important to ensure the industry and supply
chain were understood and responses therefore informed. In particular, throughout the
COVID response APL highlighted key considerations such as:

e Australian producers and associated supply chain businesses are extremely well
placed to maintain a safe, affordable and orderly supply of pork;

e Any disruption to the workforce, processing capacity or transport represented
significant risks to animal welfare and supply capacity extending to impacts on farm
gate price stability;

e The entire pork supply chain has particularly robust hygiene and biosecurity
practices, in line with ongoing vigilance against animal disease and food safety risks;

e Our workforce is highly specialised and alternative employment would be difficult to
obtain should supply chains be suspended;

e Suspension of pork exports, for example due to freight disruptions, presented food
security impacts in key markets like Singapore and local impacts on producers and
supply chain businesses, especially in WA.





https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7863340/
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/agriculture-worl%253cers-code.pdf
https://pmtranscripts.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/national-plan-to-transition-australias-national-covid-19-response-iuly2021_.pdf

