
Guide to parliamentary amendments
A quick reference for Australian Public Service employees and ministerial advisors 
on the amendments process for bills before the Australian Parliament.

Government amendments

As soon as possible

1
The department 
notifies public 
service stakeholders

2 The minister notifies 
political stakeholders

3 
The department 
ensures policy  
is settled

4
The department 
prepares and issues 
drafting instructions

5
The department 
obtains policy  
approval

The week before sitting

6 The department prepares 
support material

7 The department obtains 
final text approvals

Sitting week

8
The department prints 
and lodges supporting 
material

9 PM&C Legislation 
Approval Process

10 The minister obtains 
party clearance

11
The minister (or another 
member of the Government) 
introduces the amendment

Non-Government amendments

After Minister’s agreement

1 The minister notifies 
the Prime Minister

2
The department 
consults PM&C 
policy teams

3 The minister consults  
affected ministers

4
The department 
prepares approval 
request

5 The minister finalises 
policy approval

Sitting week

6 The minister obtains 
party clearance

7
A non-Government 
member moves the 
amendment

Additional details and resource links are available in the accessible version of this guide at www.pmc.gov.au/resources/guide-to-amendments.

http://www.pmc.gov.au/resources/guide-to-amendments



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		25-222-Guide-to-Parliamentary-Amendments.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
