
Guide to legislation program variations
A quick reference for Australian Public Service employees and ministerial advisers on how to seek 
variations to the Australian Government’s legislation program.

1
The department 
determines the 
type of variation

The department 
add a new  
bill or modifies 
an existing bill

The department 
upgrades the 
category of an 
existing bill

2
The department 
settles policy 
details

3
The minister 
obtains policy 
approval from 
the PM/Cabinet

4
The department 
notifies the PM&C 
Legislation Section

5

The department 
seeks advice 
from the First 
Parliamentary 
Counsel

6
The department 
prepares and 
issues drafting 
instructions

7
The department 
prepares the 
variation request

8

The minister 
writes to the 
Prime Minister 
asking to vary the 
legislation program

9
The department 
submits variation 
documents

10
The Parliamentary 
Business Committee 
reviews requests

11
The Parliamentary 
Business Committee 
updates the 
legislation program

Additional details and resource links are available in the accessible version of this guide at www.pmc.gov.au/resources/guide-to-variations.

https://www.pmc.gov.au/resources/guide-legislation-program-variations
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