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AUSTRALIAS NATIONAL
FLORAL EMBLEM

Australia’s national floral emblem is
the golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha).

The golden wattle is one species of a
larger group of wattles, also known as
acacias, which grow naturally across
much of Australia.

Wattles are able to cope with all types
of weather conditions in Australia,
including droughts, winds and
bushfires. The resilience of the wattle
represents the spirit of the Australian
people and is a symbol of unity.

The golden wattle, as our national
floral emblem, can be used
as a symbol of remembrance

and reflection. On national When in flower,
days of mourning, for example, the golden wattle
Australians are invited to wear is green and gold,
a sprig of wattle. which are Australia’s

Wattles, including the golden e

wattle, have been used in the
design of Australian stamps,
bank notes and official awards.

A single wattle blossom is the emblem ' ' ' o
of the Order of Australia. Figure 1: Golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha)

ABOUT THE GOLDEN WATTLE
Figure 2: Stylised

illustration of The golden wattle is an evergreen shrub
golden wattle or small tree.

It grows in forests, woodland and in open
scrubland in South Australia, Victoria, New
South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory.

The common name for acacias, wattle, is derived
from an old building technique. The flexible twigs
or small branches of the wattle were interwoven
to form the framework of buildings.

To find out more about
Australia’s national symbols visit
pmc.gov.au/resource-centre



HISTORY

1. The golden wattle was unofficially
accepted as the national floral emblem
to mark Federation in 1901.

2. In 1912 wattle was included on
the Commonwealth Coat of Arms
representing Australian flora.

3. The golden wattle was proclaimed by
the Governor-General as the national
floral emblem on 19 August 1988.

Figure 4: Wattle
Day badge 1918

NATIONAL WATTLE DAY

The first day of September is National Wattle Day. Figure 3: Commonwealth Coat of Arms
The day was formally recognised on 23 June 1992,
however was celebrated as early as 1910.

Australians can celebrate Wattle Day
by planting wattles.

DID YOU KNOW?

e There are more than 1000
species of wattle across
Australia.

e Even when the wattles are
destroyed in bushfires, the
hard coated seeds, stored in
the soil are able to survive
and grow many years later
after disturbance or rain.

o While most Australian wattles
only live 10-20 years, there
are some species that live
for over 200 years.

« Historically, wattles have
many uses including treating
burns and wounds, as well as
being a valuable food source.

To find out more about
Australia’s national symbols visit
pmc.gov.au/resource-centre

Wattle Day badge 1918, National Museum of Australia
https://collectionsearch.nma.gov.au/icons/piction/
kaui2/index.html#/home?usr=CE&umo=23042395






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		24-184-G&CG-H&S-Golden-Wattle-Poster.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



