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MS SELENA UIBO MLA, NORTHERN TERRITORY LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION
GPO BOX 3700 
DARWIN 
NT 0801
AU

OPPOSITION.LEADER@NT.GOV.AU

PM Correspondence - ATT:314566 CC: RECENT APPOINTMENT OF MR DAVID
CONNOLLY AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

Her Excellency the Honourable Ms Sam Mostyn AC
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia
Government House
Dunrossil Drive
YARRALUMLA ACT 2600

Your Excellency,

I write regarding the recent appointment of Mr David Connolly as Administrator of 
the Northern Territory.

By long-standing constitutional convention, appointments to vice-regal office are 
drawn from individuals who are widely regarded as possessing exemplary personal 
integrity, professional distinction and an established record of public service. Such 
appointments are expected to reflect the highest standards of public respect, neutrality
and apolitical conduct, consistent with the dignity of His Majesty’s representative.

The office of Administrator carries not only constitutional and ceremonial 
responsibilities, but also an important civic responsibility to uphold and promote 
unity, mutual respect and community cohesion. In a diverse and multicultural 
jurisdiction such as the Northern Territory, the Administrator must be a unifying 
figure who commands the confidence of all Territorians.

Convention provides that such appointments are made on the advice of the elected 
government of the day, and in the case of the Northern Territory, advice that would 
ordinarily emanate from the Chief Minister.

It is in this context that I wish to raise serious concerns arising from further 
information now in the public domain regarding a series of highly offensive and 
deeply hurtful comments made by Mr Connolly prior to his appointment. 

These comments have caused significant distress within the community and have 
undermined public confidence in his suitability for vice-regal office.

The Administrator has a solemn responsibility to represent His Majesty, safeguard the
proper functioning of the Northern Territory’s self-governing institutions, and uphold 
the dignity, traditions and values of public office. The conduct now attributed to Mr 
Connolly raises legitimate questions as to whether he can effectively discharge these 
responsibilities in a manner that commands the respect and confidence of the 
community.

In light of this new information, I respectfully submit that it would be prudent for 
Your Excellency to seek further advice regarding the appointment and to reconsider 
whether Mr Connolly remains an appropriate and acceptable choice to serve as His 



Majesty’s representative in the Northern Territory.
Yours sincerely
Selena Uibo MLA

Cc: The Hon Anthony Albanese MP, Prime Minister
Hon Kristy McBain MP, Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and 
Territories



 

 

 

 

 

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
 

Parliament House GPO Box 3700 

State Square Darwin NT 0801 

Darwin NT 0800 Telephone: 08 8923 8000 

opposition.leader@nt.gov.au  

 
 
 
 
Her Excellency the Honourable Ms Sam Mostyn AC 
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 
Government House 
Dunrossil Drive 
YARRALUMLA ACT 2600 
 
 
Your Excellency, 
 
 
I write regarding the recent appointment of Mr David Connolly as Administrator of the 
Northern Territory. 
 
By long-standing constitutional convention, appointments to vice-regal office are drawn 
from individuals who are widely regarded as possessing exemplary personal integrity, 
professional distinction and an established record of public service. Such appointments are 
expected to reflect the highest standards of public respect, neutrality and apolitical conduct, 
consistent with the dignity of His Majesty’s representative. 
 
The office of Administrator carries not only constitutional and ceremonial responsibilities, 
but also an important civic responsibility to uphold and promote unity, mutual respect and 
community cohesion. In a diverse and multicultural jurisdiction such as the Northern 
Territory, the Administrator must be a unifying figure who commands the confidence of all 
Territorians. 
 
Convention provides that such appointments are made on the advice of the elected 
government of the day, and in the case of the Northern Territory, advice that would 
ordinarily emanate from the Chief Minister. 
 
It is in this context that I wish to raise serious concerns arising from further information now 
in the public domain regarding a series of highly offensive and deeply hurtful comments 
made by Mr Connolly prior to his appointment.  
 
These comments have caused significant distress within the community and have 
undermined public confidence in his suitability for vice-regal office. 
 
The Administrator has a solemn responsibility to represent His Majesty, safeguard the 
proper functioning of the Northern Territory’s self-governing institutions, and uphold the 
dignity, traditions and values of public office. The conduct now attributed to Mr Connolly 






