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OFFICIAL

Thanks Eric

For context below is statement the Foreign Minister delivered in the Senate yesterday:

SENATOR THE HON PENNY WONG

LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT IN THE SENATE

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

TWO MINUTE STATEMENT

TUESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER 2026

For years, Australia has worked with international partners to build momentum for peace and
to keep a two-state solution alive.

The Netanyahu Government’s actions in the West Bank, the rapid expansion of settlements –
the proposed E1 settlement development – and flagrant settler violence, are extinguishing the
possibility of a two-state solution.

A two-state solution is the only path to enduring peace and security for Israelis and
Palestinians.

And this is why, with partners, we recognised Palestine and are strengthening the institutional
foundations of the State of Palestine.

With partners, we imposed travel bans and targeted sanctions on Israeli Ministers and others
for their role in illegal settlements and settler violence.

We have stated businesses should not bid for construction tenders for illegal settlement
developments.

And today I can announce Australia is pursuing further targeted measures – in coordination
with international partners – to deter illegal settlements and settler violence.

Australia is not, at this time, pursuing a blanket-style import ban.
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We have concerns about the implementation of a blanket ban and unintended consequences
for Australian businesses, for Palestinians and for Israelis.

 

We will continue to work with partners to protect the prospects of a two-state solution.

 

Australia continue to call on Israel to take urgent steps to address the situation on the ground,
including to stop settlers destroying properties, displacing families – beating, torturing, sexually
assaulting and killing Palestinians.

 

We condemn Hamas’ ongoing acts of terror that undermine a two-state solution.

 

We want to see Hamas demilitarised in line with the Gaza Peace plan. Hamas must play no
role in the State of Palestine.
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OFFICIAL

 
Eric
 
The Foreign Minister has delivered the following in the Senate:
 
//
 
For years, Australia has worked with international partners to build momentum for
peace and to keep a two-state solution alive.
The Netanyahu Government’s actions in the West Bank, the rapid expansion of
settlements – the proposed E1 settlement development – and flagrant settler violence,
are extinguishing the possibility of a two-state solution.
A two-state solution is the only path to enduring peace and security for Israelis and
Palestinians.
It’s why, with partners, we recognised Palestine and are strengthening the institutional
foundations of the State of Palestine.
With partners, we imposed travel bans and targeted sanctions on Israeli Ministers and
others for their role in illegal settlements and settler violence.
We have stated businesses should not bid for construction tenders for illegal
settlement developments.
And today I can announce Australia is pursuing further targeted measures – in
coordination with international partners – to deter illegal settlements and settler
violence.
Australia is not, at this time, pursuing a blanket-style import ban.
We have concerns about the implementation of a blanket ban and unintended
consequences for Australian businesses, for Palestinians and for Israelis.
We will continue to work with partners to protect the prospects of a two-state solution.
Australia continues to call on Israel to take urgent steps to address the situation on the
ground, including to stop settlers destroying properties, displacing families – beating,
torturing, sexually assaulting and killing Palestinians.
We condemn Hamas’ ongoing acts of terror that undermine a two-state solution.
We want to see Hamas demilitarised in line with the Gaza peace plan. Hamas must
play no role in the State of Palestine.
 
//
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Julie
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