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Air Marshal Robert Chipman, AM, CSC 
Chief of Air Force 
Department of Defence  
Office of the Chief of Air Force 
R1-6-C001 
PO Box 7902 
CANBERRRA ACT 2610 
 
 
Dear Air Marshal Chipman,  
 
I write to thank you for hosting members of the Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet’s National Security Division and International Division to tour the E-7A Wedgetail 
and P-8 Poseidon on 18 April 2023. 
 
As policy advisers, my team brief on a broad range of projects and capabilities but rarely see 
them in action. Being able to see how different capabilities work and fit together at the 
domain level and, more importantly, talk to the ADF personnel who use these capabilities 
every day is an invaluable opportunity. This will certainly help to inform PM&C’s upcoming 
policy advice pertinent to Air Force capability.   
 
My staff could not have spoken more highly of their experience and were grateful for the 
professionalism and candour of your officers and aviators. Their former colleague  

, and  were selfless with their time.  I 
would ask that you pass on our warm thanks and genuine appreciation to your team for 
looking out for the safety, welfare and learning experience of PM&C staff.  
 
I look forward to the continued positive relationship between PM&C and Air Force. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Lachlan Colquhoun 
First Assistant Secretary 
National Security Division 
 
24 April 2023 
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