
From: Young, Eric <Eric.Young@pmc.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 6 January 2026 8:52 AM
To: @pm.gov.au>; @pm.gov.au>; @pm.gov.au>; 

@pm.gov.au>
Cc: Elliston, Lisa <Lisa.Elliston@pmc.gov.au>; DepSec ISG Office @pmc.gov.au>; Lawson, Elly <Elly.Lawson@pmc.gov.au>; Stevenson, Alex
<Alex.Stevenson@pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; International - Europe and
Latin America @pmc.gov.au>; International - US, UK and Canada @pmc.gov.au>;

@pmc.gov.au>; Office of the Secretary < y@pmc.gov.au>; International - Middle East Africa and
Multilateral Issues < @pmc.gov.au>; Rayner, Karla <Karla.Rayner@pmc.gov.au>; Sadleir, Richard <Richard.Sadleir@pmc.gov.au>; Rose,
Andrew <Andrew.Rose@pmc.gov.au>; Henty, Philippa <Philippa.Henty@pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; 
< @pmc.gov.au>
Subject: RE: US Strikes on Venezuela and reported capture of President Maduro - Update 4 - Final [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]

PROTECTED//CABINET

BLUF: no unexpected updates overnight and no action suggested.

Good morning all,

Please see below and update on Venezuela from overnight (GWO Update attached for convenience):

Delcy Rodríguez was sworn in as Venezuela’s interim president. She said she was willing to ‘cooperate with the US on the future of the country’, but
insisted that Venezuela had 'the right to its development, sovereignty and its future' and reasserted her loyalty to President Maduro, calling him and his
wife 'two heroes'. She also established a domestic commission to seek Maduro’s release, to be co-chaired by the Venezuelan Foreign Minister and
President of the National Assembly of Venezuela (her brother).

The UN Security Council met (full statements from China, US and UK attached).
UN Secretary-General Guterres reiterated the importance of the principles of sovereignty, political independence and territorial integrity of states,
and prohibition of the threat or use of force.
US Ambassador Waltz reasserted the US was not at war and that Maduro’s capture was a law enforcement operation (full remarks attached).
The UK and China, amongst others, made statements attached). China strongly criticised the 'unilateral, illegal and bullying
acts of the United States'. The UK said Maduro's 'claim to power was fraudulent', supported a peaceful transition to democracy and reiterated
support for the UN Charter, but did not mention the US actions directly.

Nicolás Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, pleaded ‘not guilty’ on charges of drug trafficking and other crimes in a federal court. Maduro insisted he was
still the legitimate President of Venezuela.

President Trump reiterated that the US was now “in charge” of Venezuela and said of the interim government, “if they don’t behave, we will do a second
strike”. He also threatened military action against Colombia’s government, said Cuba was ‘ready to fall’, and reiterated his previous threat to annex
Greenland.

There have been 13 calls to the Consular Emergency Centre and Bogotá post.

Additional International Updates (from GWO SITREP 5)
(attached) from Bogota Post contains an update on the situation and assessments of what may unfold.

Next Steps:

Eric

Eric Young | Assistant Secretary
Global Interests Branch | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
One National Circuit | BARTON ACT 2600 | Tel: 
Mob: | email:  eric.young@pmc.gov.au

From: Young, Eric 
Sent: Monday, 5 January 2026 8:29 AM
To: @pm.gov.au>; @pm.gov.au>; @pm.gov.au>; 

@pm.gov.au>
Cc: Elliston, Lisa <Lisa.Elliston@pmc.gov.au>; DepSec ISG Office @pmc.gov.au>; Lawson, Elly <Elly.Lawson@pmc.gov.au>; Stevenson, Alex
<Alex.Stevenson@pmc.gov.au>; pmc.gov.au>; pmc.gov.au>; 
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@pmc.gov.au>; International - Europe and Latin America < @pmc.gov.au>; International - US, UK and
Canada @pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; 'Secretary's Office'

@pmc.gov.au>; International - Middle East Africa and Multilateral Issues @pmc.gov.au>; Rayner, Karla
<Karla.Rayner@pmc.gov.au>; Sadleir, Richard <Richard.Sadleir@pmc.gov.au>; Rose, Andrew <Andrew.Rose@pmc.gov.au>
Subject: US Strikes on Venezuela and reported capture of President Maduro - Update 3 [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED
 
BLUF: No substantial updates / changes from overnight and no action required
 
Good Morning all,
 
Further to yesterday's emails, please see below a further update on developments overnight. Recent GWO Updates are attached for ease of access.

In comments to media on 4 January (press release attached), Secretary Rubio said President Trump did not want to 'publicly rule out' US occupation of
Venezuela or deploying troops on the ground, but the focus was presently on continuing to assert pressure via an 'oil quarantine' (blockade of
sanctioned oil tankers) to exert leverage over Venezuela's political future.

Rubio said the US was 'not at war' with Venezuela.
Rubio said the US expected to see changes to the way the oil industry was run, an end to drug trafficking, ejection of FARC and the ELN
(Colombian armed militia groups) and an end to 'cozying up to Hizballah and Iran in our own hemisphere'.
Rubio said the US would make an assessment about its ability to work with Interim President Delcy Rodriguez, but repeatedly declined to state
who the US would recognise as the legitimate leader of Venezuela (including whether it would support opposition leaders Maria Corina Machado
and Edmundo Gonzalez).

Venezuela's military has recognised Delcy Rodriguez's authority as Interim President, suggesting it remains loyal to Maduro's allies.
Trump has demanded Rodriguez cooperate: 'if she doesn't do what's right, she is going to pay a very big price'

Maduro will be arraigned on federal drug charges at a Manhattan court on Monday 5 January (Tuesday 6 January AEDT).
The UNSC Presidency has scheduled an urgent debate on Venezuela for 10am 5 January (New York Time; 2am 6 January AEDT).
President Trump said US forces in the region remained 'at a high state of readiness'. The US would work with major oil companies to refurbish and
operate Venezuela's degraded oil infrastructure as part of the takeover.
Caracas and other areas in Venezuela appear calm, with utilities functioning and food supplies sufficient. Venezuelan airspace has reopened and some
airlines have recommenced flights.
There have been 11 calls to the Consular Emergency Centre and Bogotá post in relation to this event. There are no Australians known to be affected.

 
Additional International Reactions (from GWO SITREP 3 and 4)

(attached) contains reactions from Central American countries.
 
Next Steps:

 
Please let me know if you would like anything further at this stage.
 
Eric

 
Eric Young | Assistant Secretary
Global Interests Branch | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
One National Circuit | BARTON ACT 2600 | Tel
Mob:  email:  eric.young@pmc.gov.au
 

 
From: Young, Eric 
Sent: Sunday, 4 January 2026 7:47 AM
To: @pm.gov.au>; @pm.gov.au>; @pm.gov.au>; 

@pm.gov.au>
Cc: Elliston, Lisa <Lisa.Elliston@pmc.gov.au>; DepSec ISG Office @pmc.gov.au>; Lawson, Elly <Elly.Lawson@pmc.gov.au>; Stevenson, Alex
<Alex.Stevenson@pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; 

@pmc.gov.au>; International - Europe and Latin America @pmc.gov.au>; International - US, UK and
Canada @pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; Secretary's Office

@pmc.gov.au>; International - Middle East Africa and Multilateral Issues @pmc.gov.au>; Rayner, Karla
<Karla.Rayner@pmc.gov.au>; Sadleir, Richard <Richard.Sadleir@pmc.gov.au>; Rose, Andrew <Andrew.Rose@pmc.gov.au>
Subject: US Strikes on Venezuela and reported capture of President Maduro - Update 2 [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED
 
Good Morning All,
 
Following my earlier interim update, sending through a second update on the situation, in red below. Updated and cleared DFAT TPs are attached, 

 
What
 

Maduro and his wife (Cilia Flores) are aboard the USS Iwo Jima heading to New York to face US charges, Trump said adding that he spoke to the
Venezuelan president a week ago. Trump posted a photo of Maduro on the Iwo Jima to Truth Social. Vice President JD Vance also posted on social
media, saying Trump offered “multiple off ramps” before the US executed the operation.

 
Trump said he watched the complex capture of Maduro in real-time from a room in his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida, alongside military generals
(Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, General Cain provided a detailed run down of the operation). No Americans were killed, Trump said, but some were
injured while attempting to capture Maduro at what he described as a heavily fortified location. The president added that a helicopter had been hit
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during the operation but no US aircraft were lost.
 

Trump detailed intent for US ‘stewardship’ of Venezuela until transition. Trump clarified to the New York Post that US troops wouldn’t need to be on
the ground if Venezuelan Vice President Delcy Rodriguez “does what we want”, but said if not “We’re prepared…you know, we have a second wave
that’s much bigger than the first wave.” Rodriguez subsequently said in a press conference she viewed the United States as an illegal invader that must
be rejected: “We are determined to be free…what is being done to Venezuela is a barbarity.” Trump signalled his intent to rebuild the oil industry with
US investment.

 
So What
 

Updates since GWO SITREP 2:
UK PM Starmer followed up initial comments by saying “The UK has long supported a transition of power in Venezuela. We regarded Maduro as
an illegitimate President and we shed no tears about the end of his regime. I reiterated my support for international law this morning. The UK
government will discuss the evolving situation with US counterparts in the days ahead as we seek a safe and peaceful transition to a legitimate
government that reflects the will of the Venezuelan people.”

 

Now What
 

The UNSC Presidency has scheduled a meeting on Venezuela for Monday 10am (New York Time; 2am Tuesday Canberra time).

Smart Traveller travel advice has been updated and remains ‘Do Not Travel.’
 

We will monitor and significant updates from protests that have been called outside various US embassies, including in Australia.
 

 

Please let me know if there is anything else you need at this stage. Unless otherwise directed or any material updates, I don’t intend providing a further updated
before tomorrow.
 
Eric
 
Eric Young | Assistant Secretary
Global Interests Branch | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
One National Circuit | BARTON ACT 2600 | Tel: 
Mob: | email:  eric.young@pmc.gov.au
 

 
From: Young, Eric 
Sent: Sunday, 4 January 2026 5:56 AM
To: pm.gov.au>; @pm.gov.au>; @pm.gov.au>; 

@pm.gov.au>
Cc: Elliston, Lisa <Lisa.Elliston@pmc.gov.au>; DepSec ISG Office @pmc.gov.au>; Lawson, Elly <Elly.Lawson@pmc.gov.au>; Stevenson, Alex
<Alex.Stevenson@pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; 

@pmc.gov.au>; International - Europe and Latin America @pmc.gov.au>; International - US, UK and
Canada @pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; International - Middle East Africa and Multilateral
Issues @pmc.gov.au>
Subject: US Strikes on Venezuela and reported capture of President Maduro - Update 1 [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED
 
Good Morning All,
 
Per the message from  last night, providing an interim update (in addition to the GWO update attached) to support any morning media, noting we are
still awaiting cable from post (on Trump’s press conference) and updated DFAT TPs.
 
What
 

Maduro and his wife (Cilia Flores) are aboard the USS Iwo Jima heading to New York to face US charges, Trump said adding that he spoke to the
Venezuelan president a week ago. Vice President JD Vance also posted on social media, saying Trump offered “multiple off ramps” before the US
executed the operation.
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Trump said he watched the complex capture of Maduro in real-time from a room in his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida, alongside military generals
(Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, General Cain provided a detailed run down of the operation). No Americans were killed, Trump said, but some were
injured while attempting to capture Maduro at what he described as a heavily fortified location. The president added that a helicopter had been hit
during the operation but no US aircraft were lost.

Trump detailed intent for US ‘stewardship’ of Venezuela until transition. The US is now making decisions on what happens next in Venezuela, Trump
said. “We can’t take a chance of letting somebody else run it and just take over what (Maduro) left off. So we’re making that decision now. We’ll be
involved in it very much,” Trump told Fox News. For his part, Venezuela’s foreign minister has insisted that Maduro remains the country’s leader and has
demanded his return. Trump signalled his intent to rebuild the oil industry with US investment.

US are maintaining escalation readiness and able to mount a second, larger strike, if needed.

Now What

Smart Traveller travel advice has been updated and remains ‘Do Not Travel.’

Draft holding statements in the attached.

We will continue to Monitor Leader reactions and provide a follow on update by 8 am, including updated TPs from DFAT when received.

Please let me know if you need anything else ahead of the next update at 0800.

Eric

Eric Young | Assistant Secretary
Global Interests Branch | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
One National Circuit | BARTON ACT 2600 | Tel: 
Mob: | email:  eric.young@pmc.gov.au

From: Young, Eric 
Sent: Saturday, 3 January 2026 8:58 PM
To: @pm.gov.au>; @pm.gov.au>; k@pm.gov.au>
Cc: Elliston, Lisa <Lisa.Elliston@pmc.gov.au>; DepSec ISG Office < @pmc.gov.au>; Lawson, Elly <Elly.Lawson@pmc.gov.au>; Stevenson, Alex
<Alex.Stevenson@pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; 

@pmc.gov.au>; International - Europe and Latin America < @pmc.gov.au>; International - US, UK and
Canada < @pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>; International - Middle East Africa and Multilateral
Issues @pmc.gov.au>
Subject: US Strikes on Venezuela and reported capture of President Maduro [SEC=PROTECTED]

PROTECTED

Good Evening ,

As discussed, please find below an initial assessment

What
Early Saturday morning (local time) there were explosions in Caracas and in the Venezuelan states of Miranda, Aragua and La Guaira. Media is reporting
that targets have included both military and non-military sites, including  'Fuerte Tiuna' (Venezeula's largest military base), the residence of Venezuela's
Minister of Defence and two military airports.
US officials have confirmed to media a military operation is underway (WSJ, Fox News).
President Trump in a social media post said the US has successfully captured Maduro and his wife. A news conference is planned for 11am Florida time.
Venezuelan President Maduro has condemned US “military aggression” and declared a state of emergency.
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No senior Government figures have made an appearance since the explosions. Venezuela’s opposition are not commenting at this stage. Vice
President Delcy Rodriguez was reported safe.

Commentary by notable figures
President Miguel Díaz-Canel of Cuba, in a social media post, denounced what he called a “criminal attack” by the United States against Venezuela,
and demanded “urgent reaction” from the international community (NYT reporting).
Colombia’s President is reported to have condemned the strike and said the US struck the Parliament building (not yet in formal reporting but see
here)
Sen. Brian Schatz (D. Hawaii) condemned the strikes on Venezuela, saying in a social media post: "We have no vital national interests in Venezuela
to justify war."

 

Now What
 

President Trump has said there’ll be a press conference at 11am at Mar-a-Lago (3am Sunday in Sydney) (We will ask for a readout from Post).
 

We will continue to Monitor Leader reactions and provide an update in the morning by 8 am, including updated TPs from DFAT.
 

 
Please let me know if there is anything else you need at this stage.
 
Eric

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Eric Young | Assistant Secretary
Global Interests Branch | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
One National Circuit | BARTON ACT 2600 | Tel
Mob: | email:  eric.young@pmc.gov.au
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PMO Briefing Pack – Initial International Reactions 
U.S. Strikes on Venezuela & Capture of President Nicolás 

Maduro 

Date: 4 January 2026 

PM Draft Media Top Lines 

• Call for calm and diplomacy; urge de‑escalation to protect civilians and regional 
stability. 

• Not in a position to provide a running commentary. 

• It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions. 

• We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is 
important and reinforce support for multilateral institutions (UN/UNSC). 

If Asked:  

Has the US requested assistance or support for its actions? 

• United States military action is a matter for the US Government. 

• The US has not requested Australian support. 

Will Australia condemn US strikes and capture of President Maduro and first lady? 

• It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions. 

• Call for de-escalation of tensions 
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Global Reactions (per Global Watch Office Update) – Summary 

• Latin America: Colombia calls UN & border security; Cuba and Mexico condemn; 
Brazil says “unacceptable line”; Chile urges dialogue; Argentina praises action. 

• Europe: UK seeks facts and upholds international law; EU leaders urge restraint and 
UN Charter principles; Spain calls for mediation; France says non‑use of force must be 
respected. 

• Middle East: Iran labels the action an act of aggression; urges immediate UNSC 
response. 

• Africa: South Africa calls a manifest UN Charter violation; demands urgent UNSC 
session. Nigeria civil society condemns “imperialist aggression.” 

• United Nations: SG Guterres warns of a dangerous precedent; calls for inclusive 
dialogue and full respect for international law. 

 

Background 

Escalation Timeline (Aug 2025 – Jan 2026) 

• Aug 2025 – U.S. buildup in Caribbean (CRS Insight IN12618; USA Today). 
• Sep 2, 2025 – First lethal boat strike (CRS; House war‑powers debates). 
• Nov 29, 2025 – Airspace closure; FTO designation context (CRS). 
• Dec 12, 2025 – Senior Democrats seek boat‑strike video release (Reuters/AOL). 
• Dec 2025 – Oil‑tanker seizures & naval quarantine (CBS live; USA Today). 
• Jan 3, 2026 – Large‑scale strikes; Maduro captured (CBS, POLITICO, Al Jazeera). 
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Developments in Venezuela 
• Call for de-escalation of tensions. 
• Dialogue is the best means to secure regional stability and to support a peaceful, 

democratic transition for the people of Venezuela. 
• We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is 

important. 
• We are monitoring developments closely. 

  
Legality of US military action in Venezuela 

• Call for de-escalation of tensions. 
• We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is 

important. 
• Not in a position to provide a running legal commentary. 
• It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions. 
• What is most important now is a peaceful, democratic transition that reflects the 

will of the Venezuelan people. 
  
Legality of arrest of President Maduro and his wife and their transfer to US 

• Not in a position to provide a running legal commentary. 
• We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is 

important. 
• It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions. 

  
President Trump’s stated intention for US to run Venezuela until a safe and judicious 
transition can take place 

• Support a peaceful, democratic transition that reflects the will of the Venezuelan 
people. 

• We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is 
important. 

  
President Trump’s statement that it would be ‘very tough’ for (de-facto opposition 
leader and Nobel Peace Prize recipient) Maria Corina Machado to lead Venezuela 

• Support a peaceful, democratic transition that reflects the will of the Venezuelan 
people. 

  
Does Australia recognize President Maduro? 

• Australia has a longstanding policy of recognizing states, not governments 
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Has the US requested assistance or support for its actions? 

• United States military action is a matter for the US Government. 
• The US has not requested Australian support. 

  
Will Australia condemn US actions? 

• It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions. 
• Call for de-escalation of tensions. 

If pressed: 
• We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is 

important. 
• Australia’s approach on issues of transnational crime is to cooperate with regional 

parties to disrupt and prosecute, where possible. 
  
Legality of US blockade of sanctioned oil tankers to/from Venezuela 

• Not in a position to provide a running legal commentary. 
• It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions. 
• We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is 

important. 

Has the US committed war crimes with respect to strikes on alleged drug boats in the 
Pacific/Caribbean 

• Not in a position to provide a running legal commentary. 
• We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is 

important. 
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Background 
   

he US military also 
conducted air strikes (on military targets) in the Venezuelan states of Miranda, Aragua and 
La Guair. 
  
In a press conference on 4 January 2026 President Trump said the US was going to run 
Venezuela "until such a time that we can do a safe, proper and judicious transition". 

  
Priorities were rebuilding Venezuela’s oil industry, recovering money lost during the 
nationalisation of Venezuela’s oil sector, and ensuring that the benefits flowed to the 
Venezuelan people and US investors (who would recuperate losses from past 
nationalisations). Trump was unclear the extent to which this would involve US boots on 
the ground.   
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The Venezuelan opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Maria Corina Machado, 
welcomed the US intervention, saying the country’s “hour of freedom” had arrived and the 
opposition’s candidate for the 2024 elections Edmundo Gonzalez (widely considered to 
have won with approximately 70% of the vote), should assume the presidency. President 
Trump said he had not spoken to Machado but that it would be tough for her to take over as 
leader as she doesn't have support or command respect within the country. He said 
Secretary of State Rubio had spoken to Venezuela’s Vice President, Delcy Rodriguez, who 
he understood had been sworn in as President.  She had expressed her willingness to do 
whatever is necessary. 
  
Venezuela has requested an urgent meeting of the UNSC and Colombia has also 
requested as a current SC member supported by China and Russia.  The Presidency is yet 
to schedule the meeting is not likely to be scheduled before tomorrow at the earliest. 
  
As of 31 December, there have been at least 32 reported US strikes against vessels in the 
Southern Caribbean and Eastern Pacific which have resulted in 116 deaths of people who 
were allegedly smuggling illicit drugs. On 17 December (AEDT) President Trump ordered, 
via a Truth Social post, a blockade of all sanctioned oil tankers entering and leaving 
Venezuela. 
  
Bogotá Post confirmed all staff and dependents were safe and accounted for.  There have 
been five calls to the Consular Emergency Centre in relation to this event and no consular 
calls to post.  
  

International Responses 
• UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer said he would speak with Trump to ‘establish facts first’ 

and consult allies, denying UK involvement and reaffirming his commitment to 
upholding international law. He subsequently said the UK has long supported a 
transition of power in Venezuela. We regarded Maduro as an illegitimate President and 
we shed no tears about the end of his regime. I reiterated my support for international 
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law this morning. The UK government will discuss the evolving situation with US 
counterparts in the days ahead as we seek a safe and peaceful transition to a legitimate 
government that reflects the will of the Venezuelan people. 

• Canada’s Foreign Minister Anita Anand said Canada ‘refused to recognise any legitimacy 
of the Maduro’ calling on ‘all parties to respect international law and we stand by the 
people of Venezuela and their desire to live in a peaceful and democratic society’. 

• UN Secretary-General António Guterres said he was deeply alarmed by the escalation, 
which he described as ‘a dangerous precedent’, urging ‘full respect, by all, of 
international law, including the UN Charter’. 

• EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said the EU was closely monitoring the 
situation and reaffirmed support for ‘a peaceful and democratic transition’. 

• EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs Kaja Kallas reiterated the EU ‘has repeatedly 
stated that Mr Maduro lacks legitimacy and has defended a peaceful transition’. 

• China’s foreign ministry strongly condemned US actions and called on the US to ‘stop 
violating other countries’ sovereignty and security’. 

• Indonesia’s foreign ministry said (in Bahasa) it was monitoring the developments to 
ensure the safety of its nationals and called for de-escalation and respect for 
international law and the UN Charter. 

• France’s Foreign Minister Jean-Noël Barrot said the US operation breached international 
law, with grave consequences to global security, but noted that Maduro had deprived 
Venezuelans of their freedoms. 

• Spain’s foreign ministry called for de-escalation and respect for international law and 
the UN Charter, offering to mediate a ‘peaceful and negotiated solution to the current 
crisis’, recalling it had never recognised Venezuela’s 2024 elections. 

ο Spain’s Foreign Minister José Manuel Albares said (in Spanish) he was monitoring 
the situation and maintaining close contact with counterparts from Portugal and 
Italy which, along with Spain, have the largest contingent of EU nationals in 
Venezuela. 

• Italy’s Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani said (in Italian) he was monitoring events, 
particularly concerning the Italian community. 

• Russia’s foreign ministry said Moscow was extremely concerned and urged for 
‘immediate clarification’, condemning US actions as ‘an unacceptable encroachment on 
the sovereignty of an independent state’. 

• Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said Ukraine ‘defended the right of nations to 
live freely, free of dictatorship, oppression, and human rights violations’ questioning 
Maduro’s legitimacy. 
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• Israel’s Foreign Minister Gideon Sa’ar said Israel commended the ‘US operation led by 
President Trump’ who ‘acted as the leader of the free world’. 

• Switzerland called (in German) for ‘de-escalation, restraint, and compliance with 
international law, including the prohibition on the use of force’.   

• Iran’s foreign ministry strongly condemned ‘the US military attack on Venezuela and the 
blatant violation of the country’s national sovereignty and territorial integrity’. 

• A number of other statements were released including by Qatar, Albania, Kosovo, Qatar 
and Türkiye.  

• Protests have been called outside US embassies against US actions in Venezuela, 
including in Australia, UK, Germany, Spain, France and Türkiye. 

• Multiple countries issued consular alerts or updated travel advisories to warn against all 
travel to Venezuela including Canada, UK, Ireland, India, South Korea, Japan and China. 

Regional Responses 
• Brazil President Inácio Lula da Silva said the ‘bombings on Venezuelan territory and the 

capture of its president cross an unacceptable line’.  
• Mexico’s President Claudia Sheinbaum condemned ‘the military intervention in 

Venezuela’ with the foreign ministry affirming (in Spanish) Mexico’s ‘willingness to 
support any efforts to facilitate dialogue, mediation, or accompaniment that contribute 
to preserving regional peace and avoiding confrontation’. 

• Cuba’s President Miguel Diaz-Canel denounced (in Spanish) the strikes as ‘state 
terrorism’. 

• Colombia mobilised its armed forced to the border with Venezuela amid concerns over 
a refugee ‘influx’ following condemnation by its president Gustavo Petro. 

• Chile’s President Gabriel Boric Font expressed (in Spanish) ‘concern and condemnation’ 
and reaffirmed Chile’s commitment to international law. 

• Argentina’s President Javier Milei posted (in Spanish) an earlier statement in which he 
described Maduro as a regional threat and backing US pressure on Caracas. 

• Panama’s foreign ministry reaffirmed (in Spanish) its commitment to democracy and 
human rights, expressed concern over developments in Venezuela while condemning 
Maduro’s authoritarianism and repression.  

• Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar denied any participation 
in US military operations and reaffirmed ‘peaceful relations with the people of 
Venezuela’. 

• Uruguay’s foreign ministry said (in Spanish) Uruguay ‘rejects, as it always has, military 
intervention by one country in the territory of another and reaffirms the importance of 
respecting international law and the UN Charter’.  
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• Ecuador’s President Gabriel Noboa Azin said (in Spanish) ‘the time is coming for all the 
narco-Chavista criminals’, reaffirming his support for the ‘Venezuelan people’. 
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Title:  
MRN:
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  FAF Posts 
From:  Washington 

   Sent by: 
References:   
Response:   Priority, Information Only 
Summary:
The United States has conducted strikes across in Venezuela and Maduro and his wife are in 
US custody. The US said no US troops were killed. Trump said the US would run the country 
as an interim step, US oil companies would restore infrastructure and exploit resources, and 
that the US would retain all military options until its demands had been fully satisfied.

Following an extended build-up of military assets and rhetoric around Venezuela 
( ), the United States on 3 January conducted strikes on Caracas and detained 
President Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, on charges of ‘Narco-Terrorism Conspiracy, 
Cocaine Importation Conspiracy, Possession of Machineguns and Destructive Devices, and 
Conspiracy to Possess Machineguns and Destructive Devices against the United States’. The 
US military also conducted air strikes on military targets in the Venezuelan states of Miranda, 
Aragua and La Guair.

The US captures Maduro

2. President Trump on 3 January announced on Truth Social that ‘the United States of 
and its leaders, America has successfully carried out a large-scale strike against Venezuela 

President Nicolas Maduro, how has been, along with his wife, captured and flown out of the 
Country. This operation was done in conjunction with U.S. Law Enforcement. Details to 
follow..’.

3. In a 3 January press conference with Trump, Chairman of Joint Chiefs General ‘Raizin’ 
Caine described ‘Operation Absolute Resolve’ as  and an an integrated apprehension mission
audacious operation of which only the United States was capable of doing. The operation was 
the culmination of ‘months of planning and rehearsal’ including an interagency process that 
‘began months ago’.  Caine said it required involvement of every component of the joint force, 
working in coordination with intelligence and law enforcement. Personnel were on notice to 
deploy from early December, pending alignment of conditions including weather, minimization 
of civilian casualties and to maximise the ‘element of surprise’.

4. At 2246 EST on Friday 2 January, Trump ordered US forces to proceed with the mission. 
More than 150 aircraft deployed from 20 air and sea bases across Western Hemisphere to layer 
effects and enable an interdiction force into Caracas. Space and Cyber Command dismantled 
and disabled systems across Venezuela. US Marines provided tactical overhead aviation 
protection. 
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5. At 0101, US Special Forces landed in Maduro’s heavily fortified military complex in 
Caracas. When met with fire, the US responded with ‘overwhelming force’. According to 
Trump, no US personnel were injured. One US military asset (a helicopter) sustained 

but remained operational. Maduro and Flores sought shelter in a steel-enforced safe-damage 
room but, unable to close the door, surrendered and were taken into custody by Department of 
Justice officials, assisted by US military. Multiple strikes were conducted in self defence as US 
troops withdrew. The operation concluded at 0329 on Saturday 3 January. 
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Title:  Mexico and Central America: Initial responses on US air strikes in 
Caracas and capture of President Maduro

MRN:
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Americas Posts 
From:  Mexico City 

   Sent by: 
Attachments:  Embassy documents sent to Post.docx 
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:
Mexico condemned US military actions in Venezuela and urged respect for international law in 
line with its non-intervention policy. Protests are occurring at US and Venezuelan embassies in 
Mexico City, largely against the US. Central American responses varied, with El Salvador and 
Honduras supporting the strikes and Guatemala voicing concerns similar to Mexico. Costa 
Rica, Dominican Republic and Panama backed Venezuela’s democratic transition. Cuba 
demanded Maduro’s release and an international response. But for a brief government 
statement, Nicaragua was largely silent today, however in the leadup to the airstrikes had 
issued numerous statements against the US military presence.

Cable reports on initial responses from Post’s nine countries of accreditation (Mexico, Cuba, 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, Panama and Costa Rica) 
on the US’ airstrikes in Venezuela and the capture of Nicolas Maduro.

Mexico

2. Shortly following the US’s airstrikes in Venezuela, Mexico issued an  official statement
condemning the US's unilateral military actions in Venezuela, calling on the UN to act 
immediately to de-escalate tensions and enable a peaceful, sustainable solution. Mexico 
reaffirmed its willingness to support negotiation and mediation efforts.  

3. President Claudia Sheinbaum shared the statement on her X account, along with supporting 
text quoting Article 2(4) of the UN Charter. When interviewed by the press, Sheinbaum said 
the government would expand on its official position tomorrow in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (including on Mexico’s relationship with Venezuela, now that the 
US will administer the country). Sheinbaum reiterated that Mexico condemned the intervention 
in Venezuela, noting the Estrada doctrine enshrined in the Constitution (Mexico's core foreign 
policy principle of non-intervention). Sheinbaum had not yet spoken with President Trump, 
however several other presidents had reached out to Mexico and Sheinbaum noted the 
importance of regional unity, particularly in support of International Law and the UN Charter. 

4. In his 3 January interview with Fox and Friends, Trump denied that actions in Venezuela 
were intended as a ‘message’ but that ‘something had to be done about Mexico’. Although 
Trump had a good relationship with Sheinbaum, he said the cartels were running Mexico, and 
noted that Sheinbaum had refused US assistance. In response, Sheinbaum reiterated Mexico's 
position - collaboration, coordination but not subordination. She said Mexico had a good 
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relationship with the US on security, based on communication and a common understanding 
that had been established in many meetings, including during Rubio’s recent visit to Mexico. 

5. The , , Governors, and the Morena party issued Mexico City local government Senate
statements in line with the government's position. Opposition parties PRI and PAN supported 
US actions, with PRI party President Alito Morena welcoming the fall of a ‘terrorist and 
communist narco-dictatorship’ and PAN condemning Maduro's ‘narcotyranny’ and 2024 
electoral fraud. Former President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador described the operation in 
Venezuela as an act of tyranny, that neither Simon Bolivar nor Abraham Lincoln would have 
endorsed. Protestors mobilised at the US and Venezuelan Embassies in Mexico City, with most 
condemning the US’s actions.

Cuba

6. Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canal demanded urgent reaction from the international 
community against the ‘criminal US attack on Venezuela’, calling it state terrorism against the 
Venezuelan people and the Americas. Cubans also took to the streets in Havana with President 
Diaz-Canal, demanding the immediate release of Nicolas Maduro and Cilia Flores and 
accusing the US of threatening peace in Latin America and the Caribbean in pursuit of control 
over Venezuela's oil. 
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10. In line with Mexico’s statements, Guatemalan President Bernardo Arevalo called for an end 
to all unilateral military action, reaffirming the government’s commitment to international law, 
non-intervention, and peaceful conflict resolution.
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