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Revised social security agreement between Australia and New Zealand 

3. The existing social security agreement with New Zealand is one of Australia’s most significant.
Under the agreement, New Zealand pays about $263 million a year to pension recipients in
Australia (as at June 2016).  At the same time, Australia pays about $56.4 million a year into New
Zealand under the agreement (only Italy receives more), and about $101 million to New Zealand
citizens in Australia.

4. A revised social security agreement between Australia and New Zealand, announced in the
2016-17 Budget, was signed in Wellington on 8 December 2016. Both countries are aiming to
implement the revised Agreement by 1 July 2017.

5. The main changes in the revised Agreement are: to limit what period of residence in New
Zealand can be used to qualify for the disability support pension; to cater for the pending
increases to the qualifying age for the Australian Age Pension which start from 1 July 2017; and
to align portability of payments to third countries to current and future changes in social security
law.
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