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Dear Max

The Dept didn’t have a note-taker at the PM’s 21/1/23 meeting with Mr Gates, but here’s the
crux of the issues discussed:

. A good meeting and discussion. 

. Discussion covered renewables and the energy transition. 
- The PM briefed Mr Gates on the government’s changed approach to climate change

and emission reduction, and the strong settings across the Austrlaia community for
stronger, sensible action.

- The PM set out his vision for Australia to play a leading role in new energy, and the
enormous potential we had in terms of the best renewable resources, the best, high-
quality resource sector experience and high quality innovation and applied research.

-  
. Discussion also covered current challenges in global development, including in the context of
climate change, and global health and food security.

-  
I have copied  who also attended and could add if I missed anything important.

FOI/2025/123 - Document 1

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 33(a)(iii), s. 47C, s. 47E(d)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 47C, s. 47E(d)

s. 33(a)(iii), s. 47C, s. 47E(d)

PMC19112
Line



 | Principal Adviser, International
Office of the Prime Minister, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP
Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600
m.  | e. @pm.gov.au

I acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands and waters where I work. I pay my respect to their
culture, and their elders past, present and emerging. 

This email is confidential and may be privileged. If you have received this email by mistake: (1) please notify
me immediately and delete the email; (2) you must not use this email or its contents; and (3) confidentiality or
privilege is not waived.

FOI/2025/123 - Document 1

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s. 22(1)(a)(ii)



PMC19112
Line

PMC19112
Line



PMC19112
Line

PMC19112
Line



OFFICIAL: Sensitive  

OFFICIAL: Sensitive  
3 

Food Security 

• Appreciate the Foundation’s commitment to supporting global food security through:

- Short term assistance to Africa and South Asia; and,

- Longer-term improvements in agricultural productivity and sustainability.

• Pleased Australia is cooperating with the Foundation to improve the productivity and
resilience of tropical crops grown by smallholder farmers in developing countries.

• It’s an area where Australia has a lot of expertise and which also helps to build climate
resilience in our region. 

Gender equality and women’s empowerment 

• We are developing a National Strategy to achieve our goal of being one of the most
gender-equal countries in the world.

• Our priorities are: women’s economic security and independence; balancing family and
care responsibilities; leadership, representation and rights; and health and wellbeing.

• Internationally, we welcome collaboration with the Foundation, particularly in Southeast
Asia and the Pacific.

- There are opportunities on sexual and reproductive health and rights, including on
preventing cervical cancer through equitable access to the HPV vaccine [Human
Pappilomavirus].
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Attachment A - Biography 

Bill Gates 

Bill Gates co-founded Microsoft in 1975 and led the 
company to become the worldwide leader in business 
and personal software and services. In 2008, Bill 
transitioned to focus full-time on the work of the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation.  

As Co-chair of the Foundation, Mr Gates shapes and 
approves foundation strategies, advocates for the 
Foundation’s issues, and sets its direction. He works 
with grantees and partners to improve equity globally. 
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February 7, 2023 

The Hon Anthony Albanese MP 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Australia 

Dear Prime Minister, 

It was a pleasure to meet you recently. Thank you for taking time out of your weekend to discuss 
important shared goals. I very much enjoyed our discussion.  

I came away from my visit even more convinced of how much Australia has to offer in solving 
problems in climate, health, and development—from the exciting innovations coming from 
Australian researchers and companies to the potential of renewed Australian political leadership 
to advance regional and global action.  

 
  

On the health side, I’m pleased to hear that a new phase of funding has been agreed upon for 
DFAT’s Indo-Pacific Centre for Health Security. We look forward to working with your team  
there to build on the lessons from our existing collaborations in health research and regional 
malaria elimination and are excited to identify new opportunities in pandemic preparedness and 
response. 

I’m glad we had the opportunity to discuss the importance of agricultural research for 
smallholder farmers in Africa and the Indo-Pacific, specifically as it relates to raising 
productivity and increasing resilience to climate change. I’m grateful Australia continues to be a 
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