
To:  Prime Minister  
ADVICE TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL ON THE HOLDING OF ELECTIONS   

Key Points: 

1. The attached letter to the Governor-General (Attachment A) seeks his agreement to the
timing of an election on 2 July 2016 and his signature on the proclamation (Attachment B)
to dissolve the Senate and the House of Representatives.

3. I understand that the letter to the Governor-General has been prepared by the
Attorney-General in consultation with you.

a. The letter to the Governor-General advises that the conditions for a double dissolution
under section 57 of the Constitution have been established: the Senate has twice
rejected the Building and Construction Industry (Improving Productivity) Bill 2013,
the Building and Construction Industry (Consequential and Transitional Provisions)
Bill 2013, and the Fair Work (Registered Organisations) Bill 2014.

b. Your letter to the Governor-General will attach a letter from the Attorney-General to
the Governor-General providing his advice that the constitutional requirements for a
double dissolution of both Houses of Parliament have been satisfied. A draft of the
Attorney-General’s letter is attached for your information. I understand that the
Attorney-General’s office will provide your office with the signed letter.

PM&C 
 

 

PMO 
 
 

FOI/2025/061 Document 1

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)



5. Following consultation with the AEC, the Official Secretary to the Governor-General, the 
Clerks of the Senate and House and the Attorney-General’s Office, the following 
arrangements are suggested: 

• the proclamation be signed by you and the Governor-General when you visit him on 
Sunday, 8 May 2016 (currently scheduled for 1:00 pm), following which you will 
announce the election; 
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To: Prime Minister  
ADVICE TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL ON THE HOLDING OF ELECTIONS 

Key Points: 

1. The attached letter to the Governor-General (Attachment A) seeks his agreement to the
timing of the election on 18 May 2019 and his signature on the proclamation
(Attachment B) to prorogue the Parliament and dissolve the House of Representatives.
Prorogation is not a requirement but has taken place since 1993. The prorogation action is
regarded as the safest course to ensure that the Senate does not meet for any purpose after
the House is dissolved.
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6. Following consultation with the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) and the 
Official Secretary to the Governor-General, I suggest the following arrangements: 

a. the proclamation be signed by you and the Governor-General when you visit him on 
Thursday, 11 April 2019 (currently scheduled for 7:00am), following which you 
announce the election; 
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To: Prime Minister (for signature) 

ADVICE TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL ON THE HOLDING OF ELECTIONS 

Key Points: 

1. The attached letter to the Governor-General (Attachment A) seeks his agreement to the
timing of the election on 21 May 2022 and his signature on the proclamation
(Attachment B) to prorogue the Parliament and dissolve the House of Representatives.

a. Prorogation is not a requirement but has taken place since 1993. The prorogation
action is regarded as the safest course to ensure that the Senate does not meet for any
purpose after the House is dissolved.
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5. Following consultation with the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) and the 
Official Secretary to the Governor-General, I suggest the following arrangements: 

b. the proclamation be signed by you and the Governor-General when you visit him on 
Sunday, 10 April 2022 (currently scheduled for 10:00 am), following which you 
announce the election; 
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MS25-000144 Signature Due Date: ASAP 

ADVICE TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL ON THE HOLDING OF ELECTIONS  

KEY POINTS 

1. The attached letter to the Governor-General (Attachment A) requests her agreement to issue a
proclamation (Attachment B) proroguing the Parliament and dissolving the House of Representatives
(House) ahead of an election to be held on 3 May 2025.

a. Prorogation is not a requirement but has taken place since 1993. Prorogation has the effect that
the Senate is unable to meet for any purpose between the House being dissolved and election
day.
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5. Following consultation with the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) and the Official Secretary to 
the Governor-General, we recommend the following arrangements:  

a. at 7:00 am on 28 March 2025, you visit the Governor-General and recommend she sign a 
proclamation proroguing the Parliament and dissolving the House of Representatives, following 
which you announce the election; 
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