
From:
To: Belgrove, David; Ananijevski, Branko
Cc: ; ; 
Subject: History and process for the Great Seal [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]
Date: Wednesday, 21 February 2024 4:02:24 PM
Attachments: Great Seal 1901 minute paper.pdf

NAA ItemNumber7129373 - Interdepartmental Committee on preparation of new Great Seal of Australia -
reduced size.pdf

PROTECTED//CABINET

Hi David and Branko

Please find attached two documents compiled by 

· Great Seal (GS) minute paper from 1901.
· History of the preparation of GS from 1973.

Process
· The process to request approval for a new GS would be for the Prime Minister to submit

a design to the Governor-General. The Governor-General would then seek approval from
The King.

· The 1973 GS was approved by Queen Elizabeth II and manufactured in Australia by the
Royal Australian Mint (RAM).

1901 Great Seal creation history
· In terms of the original 1901 Great Seal, historical records show that it was chosen via a

public competition, approved by The Palace through the Governor-General and
manufactured by the Royal Mint.

· This is confirmed in the Great Seal section in the Australian Symbols booklet
(https://www.pmc.gov.au/publications/australian-symbols-booklet/other-symbols-
australia/great-seal-australia) and the attached Minute paper.

Timeline of 1973 Great Seal of Australia Process
· In 1973, the Australian Government updated the Great Seal to coincide with the

enactment of the Royal Style and Titles Act 1973 and change in Queen Elizabeth II Style
and Titles for Australia.

· On 20 July 1973, an inter-departmental committee meeting was organised between
PM&C, the Department of the Special Minister of State and the Office of Parliamentary
Council to discuss the design of the new Great Seal and the wording of the Royal Style
and Titles Act 1973. (PDF page 57)

· On 8 August 1973, the procedure was for the Prime Minister to confirm a preferred
design and write to the Governor-General to seek Her Majesty’s approval. Following
approval the Royal Australian Mint was to undertake the cutting of the Seal over 3 to 4
weeks (PDF pages 50 and 51).

· On 20 September 1973, the then Secretary of PM&C confirmed the Prime Minister had
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contacted The Palace for approval and the Royal Australian Mint was to prepare the
Great Seal urgently following approval in time for the visit (PDF page 27).

· On 9 October 1973, the then GG confirmed Her Majesty’s approval of the proposed
Great Seal (PDF page 9).

Happy to discuss next steps further

From: Belgrove, David <David.Belgrove@pmc.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 14 February 2024 9:48 PM
To: @pmc.gov.au>; Ananijevski, Branko
<Branko.Ananijevski@pmc.gov.au>
Subject: FW: The Great Seal [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]

PROTECTED//CABINET
Hi Branko – can we pls discuss the below.

Thanks
David

From: McGregor, Leonie <Leonie.McGregor@pmc.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 14 February 2024 9:52 AM
To: Walter, Andrew <Andrew.Walter@pmc.gov.au>; Belgrove, David
<David.Belgrove@pmc.gov.au>
Cc: @pmc.gov.au>; 

@pmc.gov.au>
Subject: The Great Seal [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]

PROTECTED//CABINET
Hi Andrew

As discussed briefly the other day, I think it would be appropriate to set in train the request for a
new Great Seal – 

 Should we meet to discuss next steps?

Cheers Leonie
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From:
To:
Cc: ; ; ; ; ; 
Subject: Design Brief - Great Seal of Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 22 March 2024 3:31:00 PM
Attachments: Great Seal Images.pdf
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RAM Design Brief - Great Seal COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE FINAL.docx

OFFICIAL
Good afternoon 

Following on from our earlier discussions between PM&C, Treasury and the RAM, please find
attached the RAM Design Brief.

I have also attached 

· Page 3 contains the proposed designs of the Great Seal considered in 1973.
· Page 4 is the Great Seal that was chosen in 1973 and is the existing seal we are seeking

to update.

Please do reach out at any time if I can assist further. 

Kind regards

 , Honours and Symbols
Government Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
t:   | e:  @pmc.gov.au| w. www.pmc.gov.au
+ One National Circuit  Barton  ACT  2600  |  PO Box 6500  CANBERRA  ACT  2600

The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and
Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational
practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 20 March 2024 11:30 AM
To: @ramint.gov.au>
Cc: @ramint.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>;

@pmc.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Design Brief - Great Seal of Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Good morning 

Document 3
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Thank you for your eagerness and email. I was just working on the brief and seeking to have it
with you as soon as possible.
 

Noting the tight timeframes, 

 
I will be in touch with the brief.
 

My colleague,  will kindly be
the contact for that period.
 
Kind regards

 
 | Assistant Director, Honours and Symbols

Government Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
t:   | e:  @pmc.gov.au| w. www.pmc.gov.au
+ One National Circuit  Barton  ACT  2600  |  PO Box 6500  CANBERRA  ACT  2600

The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and
Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational
practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

From: @ramint.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 20 March 2024 10:34 AM
To: @pmc.gov.au>
Cc: @ramint.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Design Brief - Great Seal of Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]
 
Hi 
 
I hope this email finds you well.
 
We have been meeting with a number of internal stakeholders regarding the Great Seal and

Our Design Team are keen to get started on the concepts, so I was hoping to get an idea on
when we could expect the completed design brief please?
Noting that we would require four weeks to turn the concepts around.
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Happy to chat about all of the above.
 
Thanks

 

Sales, Marketing & Innovation
 
Royal Australian Mint
2023 International winners: Most Artistic Coin, Best Circulating Coin & Innovative Coin
Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600
P. 
E.  @ramint.gov.au
ramint.gov.au
 
DonationDollar_footer

image001

 
 

From:  
Sent: Monday, 18 March 2024 2:57 PM
To: @pmc.gov.au>
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Cc: @pmc.gov.au>; 
@TREASURY.GOV.AU>; @treasury.gov.au>; 
@ramint.gov.au>

Subject: Design Brief - Great Seal of Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]
 
Hi 
 
Please find attached the design brief for the Great Seal of Australia.
This is based on the Mint’s standard brief and will give us a good start when it comes to creating
the new concepts.
 
Please return the completed brief once you have filled in all the information you have.
Get back if you or your team have any questions.
 
Thanks

 

Sales, Marketing & Innovation
 
Royal Australian Mint
2023 International winners: Most Artistic Coin, Best Circulating Coin & Innovative Coin
Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600
P. 
E.  @ramint.gov.au
ramint.gov.au
 
DonationDollar_footer

image001

This e-mail is from the Royal Australian Mint. Information in the e-mail and any attached files is
intended solely for the use of the addressee, and may be legally privileged.

This information should not be published or reproduced for public use without the permission of the
Chief Executive Officer of the Royal Australian Mint.

If you require this information for public use please put your request in writing or via e-mail to
info@ramint.gov.au.

Access or use by anyone else is unauthorised and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail
in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete and destroy all copies.
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From:    
Sent: Monday, 5 August 2024 11:44 AM 
To:  @ramint.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Confirmation on GS design [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 

OFFICIAL 
Thank you so much   for seeking confirmation and for your patience 
 

I will advise you as soon as I have any confirmation or knowledge 
 
Many kind thanks 

 
 

Honours and Symbols | Parliamentary and Government Branch 
Government Division  
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
t:   | e:  @pmc.gov.au| w. www.pmc.gov.au 
+ One National Circuit  Barton  ACT  2600  |  PO Box 6500  CANBERRA  ACT  2600 

 

The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and 

Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

 

 

From:  @ramint.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, 5 August 2024 11:39 AM 
To:  @pmc.gov.au> 
Subject: Confirmation on GS design [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 
 

  
Royal Australian Mint 
2023 InternaƟonal winners: Most ArƟsƟc Coin, Best CirculaƟng Coin & InnovaƟve Coin 
2023 NaƟonal Gold winner for best cultural desƟnaƟon and ACT people's choice for favourite aƩracƟon 
Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600 
P.    
E.  @ramint.gov.au 

ramint.gov.au 

 

17

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 33(a)(iii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)



4

 

This e‐mail is from the Royal Australian Mint. Information in the e‐mail and any attached files is intended solely for 
the use of the addressee, and may be legally privileged. 

This information should not be published or reproduced for public use without the permission of the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Royal Australian Mint. 

If you require this information for public use please put your request in writing or via e-mail to 
info@ramint.gov.au. 

Access or use by anyone else is unauthorised and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail in error, 
please notify the sender immediately and delete and destroy all copies. 

______________________________________________________________________  
IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information  
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or  
other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you  
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other  
party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you  
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by  
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the  
message from your computer system.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
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From:
To: ; 
Cc: ; ; ; ; 
Subject: RE: Confirmation of The Great Seal of Australia design [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 5 September 2024 11:27:44 AM
Attachments: image003.png

image004.jpg
image005.png
image001.jpg

Good morning 

Thank you for providing confirmation on the design. 

Kind regards,

Royal Australian Mint
2023 International winners: Most Artistic Coin, Best Circulating Coin & Innovative Coin
2023 National Gold winner for best cultural destination and ACT people's choice for favourite
attraction
Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600
P.
E. @ramint.gov.au
ramint.gov.au

From: @pmc.gov.au> 

Document 8
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Sent: Thursday, 5 September 2024 11:03 AM
To: @ramint.gov.au>; 

@ramint.gov.au>
Cc: @pmc.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au>;

@pmc.gov.au>; @TREASURY.GOV.AU>;
@TREASURY.GOV.AU>

Subject: Confirmation of The Great Seal of Australia design [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Good morning  and (and our Treasury colleagues!)

Thank you kindly for your patience.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if I can provide any further information

Many kind regards

Honours and Symbols | Parliamentary and Government Branch
Government Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
t:   | e:  @pmc.gov.au| w. www.pmc.gov.au
+ One National Circuit  Barton  ACT  2600  |  PO Box 6500  CANBERRA  ACT  2600

The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and
Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational
practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

______________________________________________________________________ 
IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 
other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 
party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 
______________________________________________________________________
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This e-mail is from the Royal Australian Mint. Information in the e-mail and any attached files is
intended solely for the use of the addressee, and may be legally privileged.

This information should not be published or reproduced for public use without the permission of the
Chief Executive Officer of the Royal Australian Mint.

If you require this information for public use please put your request in writing or via e-mail to
info@ramint.gov.au.

Access or use by anyone else is unauthorised and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail
in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete and destroy all copies.
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