Document 1

From: s 22(1)(a)(ii)

To: Belgrove, David; Ananijevski, Branko

Ce: s 22(1)(@)(i); s 22(1)(a)(ii) ; s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Subject: History and process for the Great Seal [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]
Date: Wednesday, 21 February 2024 4:02:24 PM

Attachments: Great Seal 1901 minute paper.pdf

NAA TtemNumber7129373 - Interdepartmental Committee on preparation of new Great Seal of Australia -
reduced size.pdf

PROTECTED//CABINET

Hi David and Branko

Please find attached two documents compiled by §22@@)(0

e Great Seal (GS) minute paper from 1901.
e History of the preparation of GS from 1973.

Process
e The process to request approval for a new GS would be for the Prime Minister to submit
a design to the Governor-General. The Governor-General would then seek approval from
The King.
e The 1973 GS was approved by Queen Elizabeth Il and manufactured in Australia by the
Royal Australian Mint (RAM).

s 47E(d)

1901 Great Seal creation histor
e Interms of the original 1901 Great Seal, historical records show that it was chosen via a
public competition, approved by The Palace through the Governor-General and
manufactured by the Royal Mint.

o Thisis confirmed in the Great Seal section in the Australian Symbols booklet
(https://www.pmc.gov.au/publications/australian-symbols-booklet/other-symbols-

australia/great-seal-australia) and the attached Minute paper.

Timeline of 1973 Great Seal of Australia Process

e In 1973, the Australian Government updated the Great Seal to coincide with the
enactment of the Royal Style and Titles Act 1973 and change in Queen Elizabeth Il Style
and Titles for Australia.

e On 20 July 1973, an inter-departmental committee meeting was organised between
PM&C, the Department of the Special Minister of State and the Office of Parliamentary
Council to discuss the design of the new Great Seal and the wording of the Royal Style
and Titles Act 1973. (PDF page 57)

e On 8 August 1973, the procedure was for the Prime Minister to confirm a preferred
design and write to the Governor-General to seek Her Majesty’s approval. Following
approval the Royal Australian Mint was to undertake the cutting of the Seal over 3 to 4
weeks (PDF pages 50 and 51).

e On 20 September 1973, the then Secretary of PM&C confirmed the Prime Minister had



contacted The Palace for approval and the Royal Australian Mint was to prepare the
Great Seal urgently following approval in time for the visit (PDF page 27).

e On 9 October 1973, the then GG confirmed Her Majesty’s approval of the proposed
Great Seal (PDF page 9).

Happy to discuss next steps further

s 22(1)(a)(i)

From: Belgrove, David <David.Belgrove@pmc.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 14 February 2024 9:48 PM

To: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @pmc.gov.au>; Ananijevski, Branko
<Branko.Ananijevski@pmc.gov.au>

Subject: FW: The Great Seal [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]

PROTECTED//CABINET

Hi$#P®@Branko — can we pls discuss the below.

Thanks
David

From: McGregor, Leonie <Leonie.McGregor@pmc.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 14 February 2024 9:52 AM
To: Walter, Andrew <Andrew.Walter@pmc.gov.au>; Belgrove, David

<David.Belgrove@pmc.gov.au>

Cc: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @ome.gov.au>; §22(D) (@)
@_ pmc.gov.au>

Subject: The Great Seal [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET]

PROTECTED//CABINET
Hi Andrew

As discussed briefly the other day, | think it would be appropriate to set in train the request for a
new Great Seal — s 47E(d)

Should we meet to discuss next steps?

Cheers Leonie



DESIGN BRIEF

Document 2

Title The Great Seal of The Commonwealth of Australia
Product Developers s 22(1)(@)i) and s 22(1)(a)(ii) | Contact Numbers | S22(1)(a@)(i) 5ng's22(1)a)i)
Emails s 22(1xaxii)@ramint.gov.au S 22(1 )(a)(ii) @ramint.gov.au

Details: Developed in consultation with the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet (PM&C) and The Treasury

requirements etc.?

Deadlines
S 47E(d) Completion of the
new Great Seal ahead
for The King’s use on
Date brief supplied | 20/03/2024 Date for concepts Date for finished seal the planned Royal
visit of His Majesty
King Charles Il in
October 2024.
s 47E(d)
Specifications
puncton _ ) The Great Seal is embossed onto documents to establish the authenticity of the documents, such as letters
5::59:::;22’3?;5;?:“ patent for Royal Commissions, to demonstrate the approval of the Commonwealth. The change in the
the gfeatseal embossing plate of the Great Seal is required to be updated following the accession of The King.
Metal type RAM to advise the technical specifications
Diameter (mm) RAM to advise the technical specifications
Relief Specifications
What are the parameters . . P
(S e RAM to advise the technical specifications

Seal (e.g. storage or display)

s 47E(d)

Text to appear on the

seal s 47E(d)

Packaging ) ) S 47E(d)

Iflease 0 B Do Grateful for advice also on a presentation box or similar for presenting to
is required for the Great

the Governor-General for his use.

the design(s) should have.

Information

Background The Great Seal was first manufactured in 1901.

Please outline the history

of The Great Seal and any In 1973, the Australian Government updated the Great Seal by Royal Warrant to coincide with the

Z?cﬁfrl’:r’:gmon and enactment of the Royal Style and Titles Act 1973 and the change in Queen Elizabeth Il Style and Titles for

information Australia. Following design consultations and agreement by the Prime Minister, Governor-General and with
Her Majesty’s approval, the RAM was then endorsed to undertake the cutting of the Seal.
The current design features the Coat of Arms of Australia, beneath the words Elizabeth the Second and
above the words Queen of Australia. Upon the then monarch's death and the accession of His Majesty King
Charles Ill to the Australian throne, the Governor-General approved the continued use of this seal, pending
the approval of a new one by The King. The authorisation can be found at The continued use of The Great
Seal of Australia authorised for use by Royal Warrant of 19 October 1973 (pmc.gov.au)

Design tone Historical, serious and prestigious.

Please outline the tone that




E.g. serious, historic,
prestigious, technical etc.

Specify mandatory
design elements
Please supply hi-res files if
applicable

Suggest this is best completed after viewing of The Great Seal at PM&C

Design risks

Please list any culturally
sensitive symbols or
elements that should be
avoided in the design(s)

Design emphasis
Please list the main features
the design should convey




Document 3

From:
To:
ce W0, /s 22()(@)(i) ;s 2@, 5 220 s 22(1)(@)(i)
Subject: Design Brief - Great Seal of Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 22 March 2024 3:31:00 PM
Attachments: Great Seal Images.pdf

image001.jpg

image002.png

image003.jpg

image005.jpg

image006.png
RAM Design Brief - Great Seal COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE FINAL.docx

OFFICIAL
Good afternoon £

Following on from our earlier discussions between PM&C, Treasury and the RAM, please find
attached the RAM Design Brief.

[ have alo attached IS E () M

e  Page 3 contains the proposed designs of the Great Seal considered in 1973.
e Page 4isthe Great Seal that was chosen in 1973 and is the existing seal we are seeking
to update.

Please do reach out at any time if | can assist further. IS 22(T)@)GH)

Kind regards

_ [, Honours and Symbols

Government Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

t:S122(1)(@)(i) | o: §722(1)(@)(ii) @omc.gov.au| w. www.pme.gov.au

+ One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600

The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and

Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational
practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

From: 1S 22D
Sent: Wednesday, 20 March 2024 11:30 AM

To:l s 22(D)(@)(i) = @ramintgov.au>

Cc:|  s22(1)(@(ii)  @ramintgov.au>; 8 22(1)(@)([) = @pmc.gov.au>;

Subject: RE: Design Brief - Great Seal of Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Good morning [



Thank you for your eagerness and email. | was just working on the brief and seeking to have it
with you as soon as possible.

Noting th tight timeframes, S22 (E) )

| will be in touch with the brief.

S 22 @)V collozue SZ2@) wil indly be

the contact for that period.

Kind regards

_ | Assistant Director, Honours and Symbols

Government Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

t: 8122(1)(@)(i) | e: §22(1)(@)(ii) @pmc.gov.au| w. www.pme.gov.au
+ One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600
The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and

Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational
practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

From: [0S 22() @) @ranint cov. >

Sent: Wednesday, 20 March 2024 10:34 AM

Tos [ S 22(@)(@)(i) I @omc s>

Subject: RE: Design Brief - Great Seal of Australia [SEC=0OFFICIAL]
Hi

I hope this email finds you well.

We have been meeting with a number of internal stakeholders regarding the Great Seal and
Our Design Team are keen to get started on the concepts, so | was hoping to get an idea on
when we could expect the completed design brief please?

Noting that we would require four weeks to turn the concepts around.



Happy to chat about all of the above.

Thanks

Sales, Marketing & Innovation

Royal Australian Mint

2023 International winners: Most Artistic Coin, Best Circulating Coin & Innovative Coin

Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600

P.s 22(1)(a)(ii)
E. ['$ 22(1)(@)(ii) @ramint.gov.au

ramint.gov.au

DonationDollar_footer

image001

From: | 22(1)(@)(i).

Sent: Monday, 18 March 2024 2:57 PM

o s2M@E

mc.gov.au>




Cc: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @pmc.gov.au>; 8 22(1)(@)(ii)
@TREASURY.GOV.AU>: S 22(1)(@)(ii) @treasury.gov.au>; 8 22(L)(@)(i)

@ramint.gov.au>
Subject: Design Brief - Great Seal of Australia [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Hi 5 22(2)(a)(ii)

Please find attached the design brief for the Great Seal of Australia.
This is based on the Mint’s standard brief and will give us a good start when it comes to creating
the new concepts.

Please return the completed brief once you have filled in all the information you have.
Get back if you or your team have any questions.

Thanks

s 22(1)(@)(i)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)ii)

Sales, Marketing & Innovation

Royal Australian Mint

2023 International winners: Most Artistic Coin, Best Circulating Coin & Innovative Coin
Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600

P.s 22(1)(a)(ii)

E. | S 22(1)(a)(ii) @ramint.gov.au

ramint.gov.au

DonationDollar_footer

image001

This e-mail is from the Royal Australian Mint. Information in the e-mail and any attached files is
intended solely for the use of the addressee, and may be legally privileged.

This information should not be published or reproduced for public use without the permission of the
Chief Executive Officer of the Royal Australian Mint.

If you require this information for public use please put your request in writing or via e-mail to
info@ramint.gov.au.

Access or use by anyone else is unauthorised and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail
in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete and destroy all copies.



OFFICIAL : Sensitive Document 4

MS24-000453 Signature Due Date: 17 June 2024 to allow for the process to make a new seal in time
for presentation during a possible Royal Visit

THE GREAT SEAL - OR AGREEMENT

KEY POINTS

1. On 9 October 2022, His Excellency General the Hon David Hurley AC DSC (Retd),
the Governor-General, agreed to your advice to resolve to continue to use the current Great Seal of
Australia to authenticate official documents, until a new Great Seal of Australia is supplied to the
Governor-General, and authorised for use by His Majesty The King.

a. The current design of the Great Seal of Australia features the central image of the Coat of Arms of
Australia encircled by a contemporary laurel of wattle. The surrounding border provides the word
Elizabeth The Second above the central image. The words Queen of Australia appear below the

5. The proposed Royal Visit to Australia by Their Majesties in the second half of 2024, provides
opportunity to present and undertake the first use of the new Great Seal of Australia.

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

OFFICIAL: Sensitive




OFFICIAL : Sensitive
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

6. Section 61 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia (the Constitution) provides the
executive power of the Commonwealth is vested in The King and is exercisable by the
Governor-General as The King’s representative, and extends to the execution and maintenance of the
Constitution and of the laws of the Commonwealth.

a. As an incident of the executive power of the Commonwealth, the Governor-General may implement
section 61 of the Constitution by adopting The Great Seal of Australia as a method of authenticating
and validating instruments and certain official documents.

7. The current Great Seal of Australia was authorised for use by Royal Warrant issued by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth the Second on 19 October 1973 (Gazette 152 of 19 October 1973).

a. The 1973 Great Seal of Australia was updated to coincide with the enactment of the Royal Style and
Titles Act 1973 and the change in Queen Elizabeth II Style and Titles for Australia.

b. The original Great Seal of the Commonwealth of Australia was created in 1901.

Risks and Sensitivities

Financial Implications Approximately $15,000 to be absorbed by PM&C
Consultation
PM&C DIVISIONS — Cabinet Division

DEPARTMENTS — The Treasury, The Royal Australian Mint, Office of the Official Secretary of the
Governor-General

Alison Bamsey Policy Ofﬁcer:_

A/g Assistant Secretary Phone no: ["822(1)(@)(i)
Parliamentary and Government Branch
11 June 2024

Circulation

PM&C Secretary; DS, Governance & Corporate Group, M Hehir; A/g FAS, Government Division, 4 McDonald; FAS,
Ministerial Support Division, G Martin; FAS, Cabinet Division, P Hupalo; A/g AS Parliamentary and Government Branch,
A Bamsey; AS Cabinet Information and Governance Branch, C Grant.

ATTACHMENTS:

ATTACHMENT A _OR CONSIDERATION

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet Page 2

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 10
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Document 6

_—

From: @ramint.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 20 August 2024 10:59 AM

Cc:

Subject: RE: Conflmlatlon on GS design [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

i

Please get back if you need more information or have any follow up questions.

Thanks

Royal Australian Mint
2023 International winners: Most Artistic Coin, Best Circulating Coin & Innovative Coin

2023 National Gold winner for best cultural destination and ACT people's choice for favourite attraction
Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600

RO s

amlnt ov.au

Sent: Monday, 19 August 2024 11:23 AM
To: @pmc.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Confirmation on GS design [SEC=OFFICIAL]

i

Thanks for the phone call and email.
| have forwarded your question onto the team and will get back to you as soon as | hear from them.

15



Thanks

Sales, Marketing & Innovation

Royal Australian Mint

2023 International winners: Most Artistic Coin, Best Circulating Coin & Innovative Coin

2023 National Gold winner for best cultural destination and ACT people's choice for favourite attraction
Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600

P.
E.

ramint.gov.au

@ramint.gov.au

Sent: Monday, 19 August 2024 11:14 AM

To: @ramint.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Confirmation on GS design [SEC= OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Good morning-and-

| hope you are well. Thank you kindly for the chat--that was super helpful.

I’d be most grateful please if you were able to kindly confirm if there is a difference in the indicative costing for-

If there was a cost difference, we would really appreciate if you could provide a ballpark figure for the
considerations.

Kind regards

Honours an! Sym!o‘s | Parliamentary and Government Branch

Government Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
t'_ | e: _@ch gov.au| w. www.pmc.gov.au
+ One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600
@ The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and
ﬁ Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of
"f:' Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

2

= | =y

16



From:

Sent: Monday, 5 August 2024 11:44 AM

To: @ramint.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Confirmation on GS design [SEC=0FFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Thank you so much- for seeking confirmation and for your patience

| will advise you as soon as | have any confirmation or knowledge

Many kind thanks

Honours and Symbols | Parliamentary and Government Branch
Government Division

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

t: | e: @pmc.gov.au| w. www.pmc.gov.au

+ One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600
C_‘@-J‘E The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and
ﬁ Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of

-a Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Hiy-

From: @ramint.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 5 August 2024 11:39 AM

To: @pmc.gov.au>
Subject: Confirmation on GS design [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Royal Australian Mint

2023 International winners: Most Artistic Coin, Best Circulating Coin & Innovative Coin

2023 National Gold winner for best cultural destination and ACT people's choice for favourite attraction
Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600

P.
E.mramint.gov.au

ramint.gov.au

17



This e-mail is from the Royal Australian Mint. Information in the e-mail and any attached files is intended solely for
the use of the addressee, and may be legally privileged.

This information should not be published or reproduced for public use without the permission of the Chief
Executive Officer of the Royal Australian Mint.

If you require this information for public use please put your request in writing or via e-mail to
info@ramint.gov.au.

Access or use by anyone else is unauthorised and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify the sender immediately and delete and destroy all copies.

IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other
party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the
message from your computer system.

18



Document 7

2024 THE GREAT SEAL_65.00mm




Document 8

From:
To: ;
Cc: ; ; ; H
Subject: RE: Confirmation of The Great Seal of Australia design [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 5 September 2024 11:27:44 AM
Attachments: image003.png
image004.jpa
image005.png
image001.jpg

Good morning F#¥@0

Thank you for providing confirmation on the design.| 8 22(D)(@)@i)

Kind regards,

Royal Australian Mint

2023 International winners: Most Artistic Coin, Best Circulating Coin & Innovative Coin

2023 National Gold winner for best cultural destination and ACT people's choice for favourite
attraction

Denison Street, Deakin ACT 2600

P.s 22(1)(a)(i)
E. 8§ 22()@)() @ramint.gov.au

ramint.gov.au

From: (NS 22(D) (@) @pme gov.av>

20



Sent: Thursday, 5 September 2024 11:03 AM

To:|  822(1)(@)([)  @ramint.gov.au>;|'s 22(1)(@)(ii)
_@ramint.gov.au>

Ca[ s 22(1)(@)(ii) " @pmc.gov.aux; TS 22(1)(@)(i) T @pme.gov.au>;
s 22 @) @pmc.gov.aus; TS 22(1)(@)(ii) T @ TREASURY.GOV.AU>;
S 22(1)(@)(ii)) " @TREASURY.GOV.AU>

Subject: Confirmation of The Great Seal of Australia design [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Good morning FER@® and f#EE8 (3 d our Treasury colleagues!)

Thank you kindly for your patience.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if | can provide any further information

Many kind regards

Honours and Symbols | Parliamentary and Government Branch
Government Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

t: 8122(0)(@)(ii) | e: §22(1)(@)(ii) @pmc.gov.au| w. www.pme.gov.au

+ One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600

The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and

Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational
practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the
message from your computer system.




This e-mail is from the Royal Australian Mint. Information in the e-mail and any attached files is
intended solely for the use of the addressee, and may be legally privileged.

This information should not be published or reproduced for public use without the permission of the
Chief Executive Officer of the Royal Australian Mint.

If you require this information for public use please put your request in writing or via e-mail to

info@ramint.gov.au.

Access or use by anyone else is unauthorised and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail
in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete and destroy all copies.

22
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OFFICIAL: Sensitive Document 10

MS24-000551 Signature Due Date: ASAP to allow for presentation during the Royal Visit

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

1. Section 61 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia (the Constitution) provides the
executive power of the Commonwealth is vested in The King and is exercisable by the
Governor-General as The King’s representative, and extends to the execution and maintenance of
the Constitution and of the laws of the Commonwealth.

OFFICIAL: Sensitive



OFFICIAL: Sensitive

a. As an incident of the executive power of the Commonwealth, the Governor-General may implement
section 61 of the Constitution by adopting the Great Seal as a method of authenticating and
validating instruments and certain official documents.

2. The original Great Seal was created in 1901. The current Great Seal was authorised for use by
Royal Warrant issued by Queen Elizabeth II on 19 October 1973 (Gazette 152 of 19 October 1973).

Risks and Sensitivities

Consultation
PM&C DIVISIONS — Cabinet Division, Ministerial Support Division

DEPARTMENTS — The Treasury, Royal Australian Mint, Office of the Official Secretary to the
Governor-General, DFAT, Buckingham Palace

David Belgrove Policy Officer: S 22(1)(@)(ii)
Assistant Secretary Phone no:'$ 22(1)(@)(ii)

Parliamentary and Government Branch
6 September 2024

Circulation

PM&C Secretary; DS, Governance & Corporate Group, M Hehir, FAS, Government Division, 4 Walter, FAS, Ministerial
Support Division, A Spyrou; A/g FAS, Cabinet Division, P Hupalo; AS Parliamentary and Government Branch, D Belgrove;
AS, Cabinet Information and Governance Branch, B Pall; AS, Protocol and International Visits Branch, M McKay.

PMO Chieofsat; 1118 22(@N ] Advisers: S 221

ATTACHMENTS:

ATTACHMENT A _AND PREVIOUS BRIEF MS24-000453

ATTACHMENT B DRAFT LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

ATTACHMENT D THE GREAT SEAL PROPOSED DESIGN

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 36



OFFICIAL : Sensitive

MS24-000453 Signature Due Date: 17 June 2024 to allow for the process to make a new seal in time
for presentation during a possible Royal Visit
THE GREA

KEY POINTS

1. On 9 October 2022, His Excellency General the Hon David Hurley AC DSC (Retd),
the Governor-General, agreed to your advice to resolve to continue to use the current Great Seal of
Australia to authenticate official documents, until a new Great Seal of Australia is supplied to the
Governor-General, and authorised for use by His Majesty The King.

a. The current design of the Great Seal of Australia features the central image of the Coat of Arms of
Australia encircled by a contemporary laurel of wattle. The surrounding border provides the word
Elizabeth The Second above the central image. The words Queen of Australia appear below the

. The proposed Royal Visit to Australia by Their Majesties in the second half of 2024, provides
opportunity to present and undertake the first use of the new Great Seal of Australia.

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

OFFICIAL: Sensitive




OFFICIAL : Sensitive

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

6. Section 61 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia (the Constitution) provides the
executive power of the Commonwealth is vested in The King and is exercisable by the
Governor-General as The King’s representative, and extends to the execution and maintenance of the
Constitution and of the laws of the Commonwealth.

a. As an incident of the executive power of the Commonwealth, the Governor-General may implement
section 61 of the Constitution by adopting The Great Seal of Australia as a method of authenticating
and validating instruments and certain official documents.

7. The current Great Seal of Australia was authorised for use by Royal Warrant issued by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth the Second on 19 October 1973 (Gazette 152 of 19 October 1973).

a. The 1973 Great Seal of Australia was updated to coincide with the enactment of the Royal Style and
Titles Act 1973 and the change in Queen Elizabeth II Style and Titles for Australia.

b. The original Great Seal of the Commonwealth of Australia was created in 1901.

Risks and Sensitivities

Financial Implications Approximately $15,000 to be absorbed by PM&C

Consultation
PM&C DIVISIONS — Cabinet Division

DEPARTMENTS — The Treasury, The Royal Australian Mint, Office of the Official Secretary of the
Governor-General

Alison Bamsey Policy Officer:
A/g Assistant Secretary Phone no:

Parliamentary and Government Branch
11 June 2024

Circulation

PM&C Secretary; DS, Governance & Corporate Group, M Hehir; A/g FAS, Government Division, 4 McDonald; FAS,
Ministerial Support Division, G Martin; FAS, Cabinet Division, P Hupalo; A/g AS Parliamentary and Government Branch,
A Bamsey; AS Cabinet Information and Governance Branch, C Grant.

ATTACHMENTS:

ATTACHMENT A _FOR CONSIDERATION

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet Page 2

OFFICIAL: Sensitive



THE GREAT SEAL OF AUSTRALI
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PRIME MINISTER
The Hon Anthony Albanese MP

10 SEP 2024

Her Excellency the Honourable Ms Sam Mostyn AC
Govemor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia

Government House
YARRALUMLA ACT 2600

Your Excellency

Reference: MS24-000551

As you may be aware, on 9 October 2022, General the Honourable David Hurley
AC CVO DSC (Retd), former Governor-General, agreed to the continued use of the
current Great Seal to authenticate and validate official documents, pending the supply and

authorisation by The King of a new Great Seal.

Yours faithfully

ONY ALBANESE

Parliament House CANBERRA ACT 2600
Telephone (02) 6277 7700
WWW.pm.gov.au









Document 11

PRIME MINISTER
The Hon Anthony Albanese MP

Reference: MS24-000551

10 SEP 2024

Her Excellency the Honourable Ms Sam Mostyn AC
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia

Government House
YARRALUMLA ACT 2600

Your Excellency

As you may be aware, on 9 October 2022, General the Honourable David Hurley

AC CVO DSC (Retd), former Governor-General, agreed to the continued use of the
current Great Seal to authenticate and validate official documents, pending the supply and
authorisation by The King of a new Great Seal.

ONY ALBANESE

ncl.

Parliament House CANBERRA ACT 2600
Telephone (02) 6277 7700
WwWWw.pm.gov.au
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From: s 22(1)(a)i)
To: Belgrove, David; Walter, Andrew

Cc:

Subject: FW: [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 17 October 2024 3:48:02 PM

Attachments: 241011 - | etter to Gerard Martin (Great Seal of Australia).pdf

Document 15

OFFICIAL
FYI

From: [NIS 22(1) (@) @ce gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 17 October 2024 3:43 PM

To: IS 22(1)@)(i) I @prc gov.au>
Subject:: s 33(a)(iii)  [SEC=OFFICIAL]
i

Please see the attached.

Kind regards,
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Document 18

2024 THE GREAT SEAL_65.00mm






