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Talking Points 

• The Australian Government is in discussions with the PNG Bid and the NRL on 
PNG’s bid for a franchise in the NRL and NRLW. 

o  
 

• All parties have stated that they support PNG’s bid for a team in the NRL and NRLW 

o no decision has been made on any potential Australian Government financial 
support, beyond the $5.5 million Minister Conroy announced in July 2023 to 
develop player pathways, a youth talent academy and  to 
inform the bid 

o  

Document 3

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 45 



• We are already supporting rugby league in PNG through $5.5 million to support the 
PNG NRL Bid Board develop player pathways and a talent academy for PNG youth, 
and supporting  to inform the PNG Bid’s strengths and priorities 

o This is in addition to our existing support for the Pacific Championships ($7 
million over two years), and programs under Team Up and PacificAus Sports. 
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If raised: Why is the Australian Government investing $5.5m in PNG player pathways?  
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• Discussions between the three parties are ongoing, and the Australian Government 
has not made any decisions on financial support for the bid, beyond the $5.5 million 
Minister Conroy announced in July 2023 to develop player pathways, a youth talent 
academy and a  to inform the bid 

o  
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If raised: Pacific Championships (14 October – 5 November 2023)  
 

• The Australian Government is proud to have partnered with the NRL to establish the 
Pacific Championships – an exciting new tournament  

o we committed $7 million over two years so that seven Pacific countries are 
included in the Championships and for games to be played in Papua New 
Guinea and Fiji as well as Australia and New Zealand 

o the Pacific Championships will begin another bright chapter for Pacific sport.  
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Background 
 

On 19 July 2023, Minister Conroy committed $5.5 million  
) to support player 

pathways for boys and girls in PNG through coaching development, talent identification and 
player academy programs. 
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