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OFFICIAL: SENSITIVE 

• Source of COVID-19 from Wuhan wet markets - The Committee was interested in
whether the government was certain about the source of COVID-19 and when the
Government was first notified.

o Agriculture said that while not definitive, it was “a strong supposition” that it had
come from a wet market.

o Home Affairs referred the committee to the CMO’s evidence that he was notified
in January, and that “Australia would not resile from calling for a properly
constituted inquiry”.

o No implications for PM&C.
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THE HON PETER DUTTON MP 
MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS 

MEDIA RELEASE 

31 March 2020 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT IMPLEMENTS BORDER CONTROL TO TARGET PROFITEERING 
ON EXPORTS OF ESSENTIAL GOODS TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 IN AUSTRALIA 

The Australian Government’s first priority is the safety and welfare of the Australian 
community. 

Following an announcement by the Prime Minister on 24 March 2020, a new temporary 
measure to restrict individuals from hoarding and profiteering from the export of personal 
protective equipment and other items needed to help combat the spread of COVID-19 is now 
in place.  

The full list of items covered by the new measure include the following: 

• Personal protective equipment in the form of disposable face masks, disposable
gloves, disposable gowns, protective eye wear in the form of goggles, glasses or
visors, which can be worn by individuals to limit the transmission of organisms; and

• Alcohol wipes and hand sanitizer.

The changes follow an amendment to the Customs (Prohibited Exports) Regulations 1958. 

“The Amendment limits the means by which goods essential to preventing the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus can be exported from Australia,” Minister for Home Affairs Peter Dutton said.  

“This is a targeted measure to stop exploitative practices and profiteering, while safeguarding 
legitimate trade.”   

The Amendment prohibits the export of the listed items by post, however it remains 
possible to export the goods by courier services or cargo in the following circumstances: 

• for personal use by a passenger or crew member in their accompanied personal or
household effects;

• by a person to a relative of the person, for the relative’s personal use;
• by a humanitarian organisation for non-commercial purposes;
• by an Australian manufacturer of the goods; or
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• by a person or business who exported those types of goods in the course of their
ordinary business, and is registered for Australian Goods and Services Tax and has an
Australian Business Number.

“The exemptions to the export controls ensure that legitimate exporters can continue to 
trade in goods essential to combatting the pandemic, including commercial trade,” Minister 
Dutton said. 

“These exemptions importantly reflect the Government’s commitment to maintaining an 
open global trading system and preserving legitimate supply chains to support the response 
to COVID-19.” 

The Customs (Prohibited Exports) Amendment (COVID-19 Human Biosecurity Emergency) 
Regulations 2020 takes effect immediately. The Amendment prohibits the export of the goods 
for the period that the Biosecurity (Human Biosecurity Emergency) (Human Coronavirus with 
Pandemic Potential) Declaration 2020 is in force. 

The maximum penalty for breaching the Regulations is 1,000 penalty units (or $210,000). 

For further information, contact the: Minister’s Office – 
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From: Colquhoun, Lachlan <Lachlan.Colquhoun@pmc.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 24 March 2020 8:51 AM 
To: Millar, Caroline <Caroline.Millar@pmc.gov.au> 
Cc:   Burke, Michael < >; 

Subject: FW: NCM Public Safety and Law Enforcement [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET] 

PROTECTED//CABINET 

Caroline 

Lach 

From: 
Sent: Monday, 23 March 2020 7:39 PM 
To: 
Subject: NCM Public Safety and Law Enforcement [SEC=PROTECTED, CAVEAT=SH:CABINET] 

PROTECTED//CABINET 

NCM Public Safety and Law Enforcement Outcomes: 
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Grateful if you could provide us with any further info on developments in this space, and if possible, a copy of the 
discussion paper for visibility.   

Kind regards, 

Border Security and Law Enforcement Policy 

Home Affairs Branch |National Security Division | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 

w. www.pmc.gov.au

______________________________________________________________________  

IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information  
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or  
other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you  
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other  
party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you  
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by  
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the  
message from your computer system.  
______________________________________________________________________ 

Important Notice: The content of this email is intended only for use by the individual or entity to whom it is 
addressed. If you have received this email by mistake, please advise the sender and delete the message and 
attachments immediately.  This email, including attachments, may contain confidential, sensitive, legally 
privileged and/or copyright information.   

Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of this information by persons or entities other than the 
intended recipient is prohibited.  The Department of Home Affairs and ABF respect your privacy and have 
obligations under the Privacy Act 1988.   

Unsolicited commercial emails MUST NOT be sent to the originator of this email. 

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s33(a)(i), 47C, 47E(d)



NCM Public Safety and Law Enforcement 6 April 2020 

Outcomes: 

• Discussion of possibility of nationally consistent messaging to ‘stay home’ this Easter. The
DPRB branch (PM&C) has subsequently provided existing PM statements/messaging to ‘stay
home this Easter’ that will be circulated to states and territories as a note to the official
meeting record.

Notes: 

• Possibility of moving the Public Safety and Law Enforcement NCM to a fortnightly meeting
raised by HA

• Follow up on action items from last meeting:

o Took on notice a range of different action items on PPE equipment – HA is working

Part 3 - Document 11

s33(a)(i)

s47B, 47C









 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

**Please update the classification of the document if information provided in the 
background is above FOUO** 

TALKING POINTS 
Subject Border controls on exports of essential goods to prevent COVID-19 
Date 30 March 2020 
Type Ministerial 
Media Officer: Media Ph: 

ISSUE 

Tomorrow (check) the Minister will announce the new temporary measures to restrict individuals 
from hoarding, non-commercially exporting and profiteering on certain products that are essential 
to help combat the pandemic, including personal protective equipment and disinfectant products 
(media release provided separately). 

TALKING POINTS UNCLASSIFIED 

• The Australian Government’s first priority is the safety and welfare of the Australian
community.

• As foreshadowed by the Prime Minister on 24 March, the Government is responding
promptly to concerns about people hoarding and profiteering on certain products that are
essential to combatting the pandemic.

o This includes cases of people collecting large quantities of protective equipment and
disinfectants in Australia to export overseas.

• This is a targeted measure to stop exploitative practices and profiteering, while
safeguarding legitimate trade.

• The Amendment limits the means by which goods essential to preventing the spread of the
COVID-19 virus can be exported from Australia.

• The following goods are now controlled on export:

o Personal protective equipment in the form of disposable face masks, disposable
gloves, disposable gowns, protective eye wear in the form of goggles, glasses or
visors, which can be worn by individuals to limit the transmission of organisms; and

o Alcohol wipes and hand sanitizer.

• The Amendment prohibits the export of these goods by post absolutely.  However, it
remains possible to export these goods by other means, such as courier services or cargo,
in the following circumstances:

o for personal use by a passenger or crew member in their accompanied personal or
household effects;

o by a person to a relative of the person, for the relative’s personal use
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o by a humanitarian organisation for non-commercial purposes;

o by an Australian manufacturer of the goods; or

o by a person who exported those types of goods in the course of their ordinary
business, and is registered for Australian Goods and Services Tax and has an
Australian Business Number.

• The exemptions to the export prohibition ensure that legitimate exporters can continue to
trade in goods essential to combatting the pandemic, including commercial trade.

If asked: Has the reported export of valuable equipment led to shortages in Australia? 

• Profiteering and hoarding of goods prevents those goods being available for vulnerable
members of our community

o As the PM has said before, this type of behaviour is very disappointing

o These measures are part of the Government’s targeted response to stop these
exploitative practices.

o These measures will not prevent legitimate trade in these goods.

• The Government is taking action to ensure it won’t happen again.

If asked: Will the Government be investigating the reports of export of equipment as 
possible breaches of foreign interference laws? 

• As per long standing practice, the Government will not provide ongoing commentary on
operational matters.

If asked: What is the Government doing about foreign interference? 

• The Australian Government has taken significant steps to strengthen Australia’s
capacity to protect us from foreign interference.

• As the Prime Minister said previously, Australians can be assured that the resources
have never been stronger, the laws have never been tougher and the Government has
never been more determined to keep Australians free and safe from foreign
interference.

• The Prime Minister announced the establishment of a Counter Foreign Interference
Taskforce on 2 December 2019, to disrupt and deter anyone attempting to undermine
our national interests.

o The operational taskforce is led by a senior ASIO officer, with representatives
from ASIO, the AFP, the Australian Transactions Report and Analysis Centre,
the Australian Signals Directorate and the Australian Geospatial Intelligence
Organisation all contributing to its work.
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