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Talking Points




If asked: There are reports in the UK media this week that former Prime Minister Tony
Abbott has been appointed to a role in the UK's Board of Trade. Can you confirm that
this reporting is correct? Is this a conflict of interest?




e My understanding is that the UK government is yet to publicly conform their
appointment to their board of trade.
o These appointments are a matter for the UK government
 If Mr Abbott is appoined to the UK Board of Trade, | reiterate Prime Minister
Morrison's statement yesterday morning that the appointment will be a "good hire"
for the UK Government.
« Until the appoint is confirmed, there is little point in speculating about a possible
conflict of interest
o | am confident Mr Abbott would ensure that any current employment does not
conflict with his former role in the Australian Government.




s 22

s 22

Media | nter est

On 27 August, Australian Foreign Minister, the Hon Marise Payne, was interviewed on
ABC Radio and questioned on the UK’s possible appointment of former Prime Minister
Tony Abbott to the UK Board of Trade. Minister Payne state that Mr Abbott would have
been given an exemption to travel to the UK via ““the appropriate application process”
and noted he would be required to comply with Australia’s foreign interference
legisliation.

On 26 August, the UK Sun newspaper reported that Mr Abbott was set to be appointed
joint President of the relaunched British Board of Trade. The role will involve
‘championing exports and inward and outward investment” and ‘drumming up deals for
Britain around the world.” Media commentary on on the story suggests that there are some
inaccuracies in the Sun article, and that Mr Abbott would instead have an advisory role on
the Board. The British High Commission stated that reports were “premature.” The UK
Shadow International Trade Secretary, Emily Thornbury, called the decision a ““absolutely
staggering appointment” and it was also criticised by former Australian High
Commissioner to the UK Mike Rann. The story was republished across Australian news
media outlets, including in the Australian, AFR, ABC News, all of whom referenced Mr
Abbott’s public support for the UK’s withdrawal after the Brexit vote. SBS News also
stated that ““questions have now been raised” as to whether Mr Abbott would have to
register as an agent of foreign influence under Australia’s transparency laws.



Document 8

From:
To: ; NSD - Terrorism and Crisis Policy
Cc:
Subject: FW: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice e RS P pEpy m—
Date: Monday, 14 September 2020 4:18:08 PM
—pReoTE T ED—

Hi- and team

iS22
We're responding to an FOI and a QON which refer to any Australian govt advocacy on his behalf
or financial contributions (none in both cases).

regards

s2.
From: §220

Sent: Monday, 14 September 2020 4:12 PM

To:$220 e s

Ccs22 82

s2  ;Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth
Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;$22 .22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice iR mEm—

RO G y—
sz

DFAT has received two FOI request. The first is focused on any assistance etc Mr Abbot may have
received in relation to the position with the UK Board of Trade (same as the one you shared with
us):

“Specifically, we seek any correspondence (electronic or otherwise) between Tony

Abbott and DFAT/PM&C regarding his consideration of, and subsequent acceptance, of a
role as a UK trade adviser.”




' |.rllletyouknow when it’s cleared.

sz
From:8220

Sent: Monday, 14 September 2020 2:56 PM

To:S22 T S22
P2 S afexeral

SZ. e Kevin Vagee
<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>; _

_’_’_

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtiCeskm R mmm—

——pROTECTED—
sz

We received a revised FOI request from847G(1)@) " Did DFAT receive also? And we’d be very
grateful if you could share your estimates brief with us in due course.

Many thanks

s2
From:$220

Sent: Friday, 11 September 2020 4:54 PM

To:S220 S22

CoS22 SR

; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth

Bowes <Elisabeth Bowes@dat gov.au>; §22 N 5225

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtiCemspm i —

—E ROt T

Hi822 ", yes consistent with our approach.

2
From:82201

Sent: Friday, 11 September 2020 3:14 PM
To:S22 SR
S22 O a el




221 e Mg
<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;§22

_,_

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtiCemprEumRSTmEmErm—

—PROFECTED—
Hi§ 221

For your visibility, see attached our proposed draft answer for this QoN, before we move it to
SES clearance. Is our answer for Q1 still consistent with your drafted QoN answers, as well as Q4
on expenses?

Regards

s22
From: §2211

Sent: Thursday, 10 September 2020 10:26 AM

To:§220 e SR

Ces22 82

s2 :Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth
Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat. ov.au>;_;-

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice fSFt=PROTEeTEDi=—

R RO =D —

Indeed.

From:S2201
Sent: Thursday, 10 September 2020 10:24 AM

To:§22 s
_

Ces22  ;z[external
s ;KevinMagee
<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;§22
4

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice S Et=RETEEEE—

—PROTECTED—

Thankss 22 . We're also turning our minds to possible estimates briefing.

From: 221

Sent: Thursday, 10 September 2020 10:10 AM

ToS220 82



S SR
s2  Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth
sowes <Elsabeth Boues @0l govau S22 5225

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: QUestion 0N NOt ¢ e EssmSsm—

—mROF

Hi-, | had a chat with Lauren Barrons and she emailed some more information and contact
details for someone in IPEA. I'll call her today and let you know the outcome.

From: 220

Sent: Thursday, 10 September 2020 9:55 AM

To:S22 k22

Co: S22 I - (Exerna]
2 S ke Magee
<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;§22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOti e Esmsm—

—mRe e
Hszz
S22 . Wanted to check n on this issue — was

Finance able to help?

s22.
From: 22

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 3:01 PM

T §22 S22

CGSZ SR

s2 ;'Kevin Magee' <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; 'Elisabeth
sowes'<Elsabelh Bowes 0l gouu S22, 2220

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtiCe =GR mErm—

—RRe+EC+E=—

Hi822 | — attached for info is the FOI request we received (directed to DFAT also, assume you
will see in due course).

Also a link to the IPEA for background. https://www.ipea.gov.au/fpe/full-

report/Abbott/Tony/Former%20Prime%20Minister/2020-01-01



s22.
From: S22

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 2:57 PM

To:S22. 82

sz osm
€22  Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth
Sowes <Elisabeth Bowes@dfat oy au>- S22 S S S 5221

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on Noticem R —

—PROTECTED—

HiS2200

As discussed — we checked with Ministerial and Parliamentary Support Branch here for a contact
at the IPEA. The switch is 02 6215 3000 or enquiries@ipea.gov.au. Alternatively you could go

directly to Lauren Barons, Assistant Secretary, DoF 822 or
lauren.barons@finance.gov.au and she should be able to guide you further.

From: 2211
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 2:41 PM

To:s22. . 52

gz

CeS22 S, S

s2 :Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth
Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat. ov.au>;_;-
pez ]

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question 0N NOtiC e m—

—RReOT e =—

No, we haven’t. Should we?

From:S221
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 2:14 PM

Te:s22. 82

CaS22 O  xternal
S22 Kevin Magee

<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au >,_




Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on Notice sikmEmtEmnsmnm—

— RO

His 22

Quick question —did you consult the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority on your
answer to Q4? (former PMs’ expenditure)

Thanks
s 22

From:S 22

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 1:58 PM
To:S 22 -§ 22

s 22
Cc: S 22 ;822

s 22 ; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth

Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>; 8 22 ;822
s 22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on Notice= G fEsfrm—

PROTECTED

His 22

The response hasn’t been cleared yet but the current draft is $47C, S47E(d)
Understand PM&C has received an FOI request today also.

Thanks
s 22

From:S 22

Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 12:38 PM
To:S 22 s22

s 22
Cc:S 22 522
s 22 ; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth

Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>; s 22 ;822
s 22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on Notice S a R —

—ReTe—

His22 ands?22



You will have seen over the weekend Mr Abbott’s appointment as an adviser to the Board of
Trade was announced/confirmed. Just wondering if you have finalised your response to the QoN

Many thanks

Europe Trade Section

Europe & Latin America Division

E |
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade T |
M

From:S2201
Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 2:12 PM

To:S220 S
_

Ccs22  z[External

s2... . KevinMagee
<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au> 822
2 22—

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtic il

—PROTECTED™

Many thanks$22°, and especially for the quick turnaround. We’ll share the response with you
once cleared.

From: 2200

Sent: Friday, 4 September 2020 1:28 PM

ToiS22 T SR
N

ccf22 L sz2e

s2 ;Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth
Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>822 522
g2l

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on Notice=fot= R imEim—

B = e X ca 3 = g
iS22 ancs 221

Our Post in London has confirmed there has been no announcement or confirmation by the UK
Government of an appointment as at time of sending. (International Trade Minister Greg Hands



id thi ing in Parliament that “no appointments have been confirmed”)

We have now received very similar QoNs from Senator Ayres addressed to the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and the Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment_

Happy to discuss.

Europe Trade Section

Europe & Latin America Division E |
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade T |
M

From:$220

Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 5:39 PM

To: B
Ccs2 S el

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtICE skmiiuiukiiyirmimiiysm—

—S OO tive—
s
Yes we’ll look after questions 2 and 3.

Many thanks

522
From:$220

Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 5:34 PM

To:S220

sz sz
Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice S S e S




NgE I NI N Ul ALV O

His 22
Just to clarify, is PM&C handling questions 2 and 37

We can certainly check with Post about questions 1 and 3. There were no discussions that I'm
aware of in Canberra.

s 22

From:S 22

Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 5:01 PM
To:S 22

Cc:522 522
s22 ; zz [External]s 22
s 22

Subject: Request for assistance/input: Question 0N NOtiC e GG i —

His 22

We'd be grateful for DFAT’s assistance with answers for attached Question on Notice that we
received today, specifically on questions 1 and 4. Grateful if you could also consult London Post
on this.

Would you be able to get back to me by cob Monday (7 September)? Let me know if this is OK.

Regards
s 22

s 22

Adviser | Americas and Europe

International Division

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
p.S 22

e.S 22 | www.pmc.gov.au

IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information
that is confidential and may aso be the subject of legal professional or

other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other

party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the
message from your computer system.




Document 9

From: s2
To: International Executive
Subject: Draft International SE Topicou e mmatyimmm
Date: Monday, 14 September 2020 5:38:11 PM
Attachments ernational Topics.do

e b —
Hi Exec,

Thanks for everyone's time today. Please find an updated topic list following our discussion.

A couple of things to note:

»  The listing of a departmental brief for ‘Candidacies and appointments” topic to include:
and Tony Abbott (which also remains a stand alone ministerial brief).

Grateful of any suggested changes by early tomorrow if possible.

522"



INTERNATIONAL DIVISION
Budget Estimates — October 2020

MINISTERIAL BRIEFS

DEPARTMENTAL BRIEFS

SPEAKER INTL POC

ﬂ Candidacies and appointments I -
Tony Abbott)
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From: s 22

To: s 22

Cc: s22 ;822 ;822

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on Noticc= sy REEmpEim—

Date: Monday, 21 September 2020 1:55:18 PM
—pRoTECTED™

No worries, will keep in touch on our brief as it evolves.

From: s 22

Sent: Monday, 21 September 2020 1:53 PM

To:522

Cc:5 22 ;S 22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtic oo m—
RO —

His 22

Yes, we will be doing an Estimates brief on this matter. Currently aiming to have something
drafted by the end of the week. Sorry, nothing to share with you yet.

Regards
s22

From:S 22

Sent: Monday, 21 September 2020 1:44 PM

To:s22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtC e m—

=RROFEOTFED—
Thanks$22 | A further question - is your team also drafting an Estimates brief for the Abbott

board of trade appointment?
If so, grateful if you could share anything you may have to hand to ensure alignment. We're
being asked to move forward earlier than anticipated with our estimates briefing here.

Regards
s22

From:S 22

Sent: Monday, 21 September 2020 1:41 PM
To:s22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on Noticam RS m—
—_—rrRoUTrcreorm

His 22

Apologies for the delay. | have spoken to Langman’s office with a view to figuring out if he’s
cleared it$22 Anyway, I'll get back to you as soon
as | can.

Regards
s 22

From:Ss 22
Sent: Monday, 21 September 2020 1:39 PM
To:s22

Subject: FW: Request for assistance/input: Question on noticefsFC=PROFECT =R
-PROTECTED-



522
Just forwarding this to you as well in case$22 " is not in the office today.
Regards

22
From:$220

Sent: Monday, 21 September 2020 10:11 AM

To:

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice siiGnGmE—
=P ROTEOTED—

s22

Just checking in on your QoN progress - did your Dep Sec clear it?

Regards

2
From:$220

Sent: Monday, 14 September 2020 5:17 PM

; Goldie, Darren <Darren.Goldie@pmc.gov.au>

; Kevin Magee

<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Ehs_abgth_B_om@dfangx_au> _

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question 0n NOTiC o= i m—
-PROTFECTED—

Many thanks for the update8 22 Yes please let us know when it’s cleared.
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From:

To:

ca 52 s

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice fSFe=PROTECTEDT
Date: Tuesday, 22 September 2020 10:46:28 AM

Attachments: 5. Tony Abbott.docx

Hs2
Here's our current Estimates brief - EL2 cleared and about to go to AS for clearance. We're
waiting on ABF to get back to us, but Home Affairs/AGD have taken a look.

Grateful if you could review and get back to me if any views/comments. It’s due to FAS
International cob today.

Regards




Background

UK Board of Trade role

The Hon Tony Abbott, former Prime Minister, was officially appointed as an adviser to
the UK’s Board of Trade on 4 September 2020.

The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry,
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the
development of an independent trade policy.

There has been widespread media coverage in the UK and Australia regarding Mr
Abbott’'s appointment, with high interest from media outlets, politicians and
commentators.



Timeline

Date

14 September 2020

7 September 2020

4 September 2020

The scope of the 7 September FOI request to
PM&C/DFAT is further refined to apply only to any
correspondence from 1 Janaury 2020 onwards.

PM&C and DFAT receive an FOI request from
at , seeking any correspondence
etween Tony ott and PM&C/DFAT regarding the
proposed role.

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended Mr Abbott’s
appointment at a press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott)
was “elected by the people of the great liberal democratic
nation of Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he
“can’t be expected” to agree with the views of all people
working for the UK Government.

4 September 2020

Prominent UK actor Sir lan McKellen released an open
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality
activists to support and sign it.




4 September 2020

The UK Government officially announced Mr Abbott’s
appointment as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along
with 15 other appointments.

3 September 2020

UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “| don’t think
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC
interview.

3 September 2020

Tony Abbott met with UK Home Secretary Priti Patel.

3 September 2020

PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’'s appointment. A
response is currently being prepared.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott appeared before the UK House of Commons’
Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence at an
inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening Multilateral
Organisations”.

1 September 2020

s 22

27 September 2020

Tony Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the
Policy Exchange, a UK thinktank — titled “Australia and
the Coronavirus Crisis”.

The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment,
including independent MP Zali Steggall, and Greens
leader Adam Bandt, who called for Mr Abbott’s
parliamentary pension to be “stripped”. The report noted
at the time of filing that Mr Abbott was in Italy and was
returning to London to give a keynote speech.

26 August 2020

The Prime Minister was asked in a media conference
about reports of Mr Abbott’s appointment. The Prime
Minister responded that Mr Abbott would be a “good hire”
for the UK Government.

26 August 2020

The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Abbott and
UK Trade Secretary Liz Truss had breakfast together in
London on 25 August 2020, reportedly “to confirm his
new role advising the British Trade Board”. $ 22

s 22
s22

26 August 2020

The Sun newspaper reported that Tony Abbott had been
appointed as the “co-president” of the UK’s Board of
Trade.




25 August 2020

The High Commissioner to London hosted a breakfast
attended by Tony Abbott and UK Trade Secretary Liz

Truss.

23 August 2020

Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open

golf tournament.

Rod Brazier
First Assistant Secretary

International Division

<Office Phone>

<Mobile Phone>

s 22

Global Interests Branch

s 22

Consultation

Attorney-General’s
Department

Department of Home Affairs
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From:
To:
Ce: ; $22  ;s22
Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtice s —
Date: Tuesday, 22 September 2020 2:25:27 PM
Attachments: 5. Tony Abbott.docx
mRROFROFRD——

Hs22
Here's the latest version of the brief - grateful if you could use this when sending to Post for
review.

Cheers

22
From:8220

Sent: Tuesday, 22 September 2020 12:54 PM

ToS220 820

Cc:s22 ;822 ;Olivia Williams

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOTi e G mm—
=RROFESTFED—

That’s ﬁne-, we’ll let our FAS know Post is reviewing. Our Dep Sec has requested the brief

by cob tomorrow. But | expect there will be multiple iterations in the lead-up to Estimates.

I'll forward the AS-cleared version to you shortly - grateful if you could send that one to Post.

Cheers

2
From:$220

Sent: Tuesday, 22 September 2020 12:34 PM
To:§220 1 s 22
Cc: $2

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice i R msm—

—pReOTreETE—

Hi

Thﬂor the opportunity to review. We don’t have any comments ourselves but we think it is
important to give our post in London a chance to review, particularly regarding the points on
representations and resourcing.

Note your deadline to FAS International is COB today — would it be OK to include a note that
London is reviewing? | expect they will come back overnight but not until well after COB.

Cheers




Hi S22
Just forwarding this to you as well in case 822 is not in the office today.
Regards

s22
From: §22.

Sent: Monday, 21 September 2020 10:11 AM

To:§220

S22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on noticetSEC=PROTEETFED}=—
PROTECTED

Hi§227]
Just checking in on your QoN progress - did your Dep Sec clear it?
Regards

From:$220

Sent: Monday, 14 September 2020 5:17 PM

To: §220 L S22

s2 . Goldie, Darren <Darren.Goldie@pmc.gov.au>

Ce:S220 T Kevin Magee

<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat. ov.au>;_

N N AN

g2 ]

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NotiCem SRR rm—
PROTECTED

Many thanks for the update-. Yes please let us know when it’s cleared.

e
Sent: Monday, 14 September 2020 4:12 PM

To:§220 e sz
2

c:s22 . sz

s2 ;Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth
Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;§22 522
gz B |

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtiConpriEmprR s m—

S S —

i 5221
DFAT has received two FOI request. The first is focused on any assistance etc Mr Abbot may have
received in relation to the position with the UK Board of Trade (same as the one you shared with
us):

“Specifically, we seek any correspondence (electronic or otherwise) between Tony Abbott
and DFAT/PM & C regarding his consideration of, and subsequent acceptance, of arole as
aUK trade adviser.”




Background

UK Board of Trade role

The Hon Tony Abbott, former Prime Minister, was officially appointed as an adviser to
the UK’s Board of Trade on 4 September 2020.

The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry,
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the
development of an independent trade policy.

There has been widespread media coverage in the UK and Australia regarding Mr
Abbott’s appointment, with high interest from media outlets, politicians and
commentators.




Timeline

Date

14 September 2020

7 September 2020

4 September 2020

Action

The scope of the 7 September FOI request to
PM&C/DFAT is further refined to apply only to any
correspondence from 1 Janaury 2020 onwards.

PM&C and DFAT receive an FOI request from

at$476(M@  seeking any correspondence
between Tony Abbott and PM&C/DFAT regarding the
proposed role.

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended Mr Abbott’s
appointment at a press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott)
was “elected by the people of the great liberal democratic
nation of Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he
“can’t be expected” to agree with the views of all people
working for the UK Government.

4 September 2020

Prominent UK actor Sir lan McKellen released an open
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality
activists to support and sign it.




4 September 2020

The UK Government officially announced Mr Abbott’s
appointment as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along
with 15 other appointments.

3 September 2020

UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “| don’t think
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC
interview.

3 September 2020

Tony Abbott met with UK Home Secretary Priti Patel.

3 September 2020

PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’'s appointment. A
response is currently being prepared.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening
Multilateral Organisations”.

1 September 2020

s 22

Tony Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the
Policy Exchange, a UK thinktank — titled “Australia and
the Coronavirus Crisis”.

27 September 2020

The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment,
including independent MP Zali Steggall, and Greens
leader Adam Bandt, who called for Mr Abbott’s
parliamentary pension to be “stripped”. The report noted
at the time of filing that Mr Abbott was in Italy and was
returning to London to give a keynote speech.

26 August 2020

The Prime Minister was asked in a media conference
about reports of Mr Abbott’s appointment. The Prime
Minister responded that Mr Abbott would be a “good hire”
for the UK Government.

26 August 2020

The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Abbott and
UK Trade Secretary Liz Truss had breakfast together in
London on 25 August 2020, reportedly “to confirm his

new role advising the British Trade Board” $ 22
s 22

s22

26 August 2020

The Sun newspaper reported that Tony Abbott had been
appointed as the “co-president” of the UK’s Board of
Trade.




25 August 2020

Secretary Liz Truss.

[Not public] The High Commissioner to London hosted a
breakfast attended by Tony Abbott and UK Trade

23 August 2020

golf tournament.

Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open

Rod Brazier International Division $ 22 XXXX 04XX XXX XXX
First Assistant Secretary

s 22 Global Interests Branch s22

Consultation Attorney-General’s Department of Home Affairs | DFAT

Department

Key Documents

Attachment A

Attachment B

Attachment C

Attachment D

“Tony Abbott’'s appointment to Britain’s Board of Trade prompts
guestions from Labor party about foreign interference”, ABC

News, 5 September 2020

“Government announces new Board of Trade”, UK Government
press release, 4 September 2020
Mr Abbott’s evidence to the UK Foreign Affairs Committee

inquiry into “The UK’s role in strengthening multilateral

organisations”, 1 September 2020
“Abbott’s new British trade role called into question as gig
exposes European jaunt”, Sydney Morning Herald,

27 August 2020




Document 13

From: s 22

To: s 22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice TSrC=PROTLCILD

Date: Wednesday, 23 September 2020 11:53:27 AM
——PROTECTED—

Thanks$22

Cheers

s22

From:s 22

Sent: Wednesday, 23 September 2020 11:48 AM

To:$22

Cc:522 822 522 :522

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtice R m—

—p RO —

His 22

Sorry, had a response to you typed up but failed to clear the final hurdle and press send before |

got started on something else. Post has no comments, so you’re good to go from our
perspective.

Cheers
s22

From:s 22

Sent: Wednesday, 23 September 2020 11:46 AM
To:s22

Cc:S 22 s 22
s22 .822 i
s22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtiC e

=P ROTEOTED—
His 22

Any word from Post on the Estimates brief overnight?

Cheers
s 22

From:s 22

Sent: Tuesday, 22 September 2020 3:40 PM
To:$22

Cc:5 22 .822
s22 .822 .522
s 22

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtiC e m—
i —

Thanks$22 " I've forwarded this to post and will revert with any comments ASAP.

Cheers
s 22



Document 14

From: Goldie, Darren

To: Brazier, Roderick

Subject: FW: FOR ACTION - new Parliamentary Question on Notice 1887 - United Kingdom Board of Trade Joint
President candidacy ey

Date: Wednesday, 23 September 2020 4:31:00 PM
Attachments: QoN 1887 - UK Board of Trade - final cleared.docx

—trr et

Rod

For your awareness. | discussed this response with Caroline; | wanted to ensure she was
comfortable with the approach $47C;S47E(d)

Golds

Darren Goldie | Assistant Secretary
Global Interests Branch | National Security Division

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
m. s 22

From:S 22
Sent: Wednesday, 23 September 2020 4:22 PM

To: Goldie, Darren <Darren.Goldie@pmc.gov.au>; S 22
s22

Cc:522
Subject: RE: FOR ACTION - new Parliamentary Question on Notice 1887 - United Kingdom Board
of Trade Joint President candidacy i s

— i e —
Hi all

Please see attached the finalised QoN, cleared by Darren. S 47E(d)

s 47E(d)

Regards
s 22

From:$s 22

Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 1:50 PM

To:s 22

Cc:s 22

Subject: RE: FOR ACTION - new Parliamentary Question on Notice 1887 - United Kingdom Board

of Trade Joint President candidacy fSe=af e mm=

—rrrerae—



Yep, thanks S 22

From:S 22

Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 1:43 PM
To:S 22

Cc:S 22
Subject: FW: FOR ACTION - new Parliamentary Question on Notice 1887 - United Kingdom Board
of Trade Joint President candidacy [SEC=OFFICIAL]

e S S i —

His 22

Just wanted to double check that your team would handle this one?

Cheers
s 22

From:S 22

Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 1:22 PM

To:s 22

Subject: FW: FOR ACTION - new Parliamentary Question on Notice 1887 - United Kingdom Board
of Trade Joint President candidacy [SEC=OFFICIAL]

— A

From: Questions on Notice <QON mc.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 12:54 PM

To: Brazier, Roderick <Roderick.Brazier@pmc.gov.au>; Goldie, Darren
<Darren.Goldie@pmc.gov.au>

Cc: Questions on Notice <QON@pmc.gov.au>; S 22

s22 : MacDowell, Brendan <Brendan.MacDowell@pmc.gov.au>;

Foster, Stephanie <Stephanie.Foster@pmc.gov.au>; DLO <dlo@pm.gov.au>; DLO Morton

<DLOMorton@pmc.gov.au>; S 22 ; Pullen, Victoria

<Victoria.Pullen@pmc.gov.au>; S 22 ;822

s 22 : Millar, Caroline <Caroline.Millar@pmc.gov.au>; $ 22
s 22

Subject: FOR ACTION - new Parliamentary Question on Notice 1887 - United Kingdom Board of
Trade Joint President candidacy [SEC=OFFICIAL]

S i

Good afternoon,

Please find attached for International Division’s action Senate Question on Notice 1887 asked of



the Prime Minister on 3 September 2020.

The response is due for tabling on 2 October 2020.

Kind regards

Ministerial Correspondence and Briefs Section | Ministerial & Parliamentary Support Branch
Ministerial Support Division | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

08220 |[eS2Z | w.wwwomcgova

One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600



Document 15

From:

Cc:
Subject:

RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice e EeRmmm—m
Date: Thursday, 24 September 2020 1:49:44 PM
Attachments: 887 - rade al cleare

5220 andS22
See attached our cleared QoN response SATE(d) s

Regards

2
From:§22

Sent: Monday, 21 September 2020 2:50 PM

—'_

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtice= @G mEm—

To:
Cc:

RO —

Hi
've now confirmed that Dep Sec Langman has cleared the QON response. S47E(d)

SA4TE(d)  Hereitis.

Regards

Assistant Director
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Europe Trade, UK and Ireland Branch E|
Europe & Latin America Division T|
F|

I| www.dfat.gov.au

From:8220

Sent: Monday, 21 September 2020 10:32 AM

To:$ 220
Subject: Fwd: Request for assistance/input: Question on NOtic e G nEnEd—
ST

wuld you mind checking on this for me please. I think CL was signing off last
week.

RO —




Document 16

FW: Request for assistance/input: Question on NoticepGinRRG TG m—
Friday, 2 October 2020 11:24:15 AM




From:

To: EOL; EOL

Subject: Correspondence with Tony Abbott on his appointment as a UK trade adviser
Date: Monday, 7 September 2020 8:31:32 AM

To the FOI officers,
| am sending this request to both DFAT and PM & C as both may be relevant in respect to

thisissue.

This email seeksinformation under the FOI Act (1982).

Specifically, we seek any correspondence (electronic or otherwise) between Tony Abbott
and DFAT/PM & C regarding his consideration of, and subsequent acceptance, of arole as
aUK trade adviser.

Thanks and best regards, -




Document 18

FW: Request for assistance/input: Question on noticeHeiGeRRE TG m—
Wednesday, 7 October 2020 11:22:37 AM

Last chain on this.




Document 20

From: s 22

To: s 22 ;822

Cc: s 22

Subject: RE: Consultation on Senate Estimates BriefSEC=a+Chi=Serrstire—
Date: Wednesday, 7 October 2020 11:24:13 AM

Attachments: Senate QoN - UK Board of Trade - Final.pdf

s22

Further to the below, please find attached the final approved answer to the Senate QoN
regarding Abbott’s appointment.

s22
From: s 22
Sent: Wednesday, 7 October 2020 10:43 AM
To:s 22 522
Cc:S 22
Subject: Consultation on Senate Estimates Brief {ii sy mrmpus—
= reittrSersitive—
His22 s22
| believe you have been talking to my colleague s 22 regarding Senate Estimates

preparation — specifically re Tony Abbott’s Board of Trade appointment.

Our Ministerial brief has been substantially revised as it has gone through the approval process,
and as such we would value your re-clearance of the attached. We would like to draw your
particular attention to the proposed answer to questions about the breakfast held by the High
Commissioner. How well is this aligned with the draft DFAT response?

With many thanks

s22 | Adviser

International Division | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
p.s 22 |s 22

e.522 | w. www.pmc.gov.au

One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600



IB20-000328

DEPARTMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET

Minister representing the Prime Minister

SENATE QUESTION

United Kingdom Board of Trade Joint President Candidacy

Question No. 1887

Senator Timothy Ayres: asked the Minister representing the Prime Minister on 3
September 2020—

With reference to the candidacy of former Prime Minister, Mr Tony Abbott, for the
role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of Trade:

1. Have any discussions taken place between representatives of the Australian
Government and the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy in advance of
the announcement of the appointment; if so, when and with whom did the
discussions take place.

2. Has the Prime Minister made any representations to the UK Government about Mr
Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how many occasions, when and by whom
were representations made.

3. Has the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet made any representations
to the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how
many occasions, when and by whom were they made.

4. Have any Australian Government resources been applied to support Mr Abbott's
candidacy for the role; if so, what resources have been applied and what has been
the total cost of supporting Mr Abbott's candidacy.

Senator the Hon Mathias Cormann - The Prime Minister has provided the following
answer to the Honourable Senator’s question:

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet is not aware of any discussions,
representations or resources in support of the candidacy of former Prime Minister, the
Hon Tony Abbott for the role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of
Trade.

Appointments to the United Kingdom Board of Trade are a matter for the government
of the United Kingdom.

COS Cleared



IB20-000328
DEPARTMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET

COS Cleared



Document 21

From:

To s22

Cc: ; Kevin Magee

Subject: RE: Consultation on Senate Estimates Brie/ = e fm—

Date: 12:57:41 PM

sz

Just a slight tweak to the point on the breakfast. We spoke to Post about this and they said it was

not a particularly forma event, S47CSATE() N

Thanks for checking.







development of an independent trade policy. In the official media release announcing
the Board appointments, the Department of International Trade noted that advisers to
the Board will have no direct role in striking trade deals.

Timeline
Date Action
2 October 2020 PM&C responded to the 7 September FOI request with a
“no documents” decision.

14 September 2020 [To be updated prior to Estimates hearing] The scope of
the 7 September FOI request to PM&C/DFAT was further
refined to apply only to any correspondence from
1 January 2020 onwards.

7 September 2020 [Will be updated prior to Estimates hearing] PM&C and
DFAT received an FOI request, seeking any
correspondence between Mr Abbott and PM&C/DFAT
regarding the proposed UK Board of Trade role. Darren
Goldie, Assistant Secretary, Global Interests Branch, is
the delegate for this request.

5 September 2020 Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a
constructive role facilitating new trade deals between
Britain and other countries, including Australia.”




s 22

4 September 2020

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended Mr Abbott’s
appointment at a press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott)
was “elected by the people of the great liberal democratic
nation of Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he
“can’t be expected” to agree with the views of all people
working for the UK Government.

4 September 2020

Prominent UK actor Sir lan McKellen released an open
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality
activists to support and sign it.

4 September 2020

The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with 15 other
appointments. The official media release notes that
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in
striking trade deals.

3 September 2020

UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “l don’t think
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC
interview.

3 September 2020

Mr Abbott met with UK Home Secretary Priti Patel.

3 September 2020

PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A

response is currently being prepared S 47E(d)
s 47E(d)

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening
Multilateral Organisations”.

1 September 2020

s 22

27 August 2020

Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy
Exchange, a UK thinktank — titled “Australia and the
Coronavirus Crisis”.

The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment,
including independent MP Zali Steggall and Greens
leader Adam Bandt, who called for Mr Abbott’s
parliamentary pension to be “stripped”. The report noted
at the time of filing that Mr Abbott was in Italy and was
returning to London to give a keynote speech.




26 August 2020

26 August 2020

The Prime Minister was asked in a media conference
about reports of Mr Abbott’s appointment. The Prime
Minister responded “A good hire! | think that’s a good
hirel” S 22
s 22

The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Abbott and
UK Secretary of State from International Trade Liz Truss
had breakfast together in London on 25 August 2020,
reportedly “to confirm his new role advising the British
Trade Board”. $ 22

s 22

The article reported a Government spokesman
(unidentified) as saying “the Australian Government was
not made aware of the appointment until they read about
it in the British press”.

26 August 2020

The Sun newspaper reported that Tony Abbott had been
appointed as the “co-president” of the UK’s Board of
Trade.

25 August 2020

[Post’s hosting of breakfast not public] The High
Commissioner to London hosted a breakfast attended by
Mr Abbott and UK Secretary of State for International
Trade Liz Truss.

23 August 2020

Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open
golf tournament.

Rod Brazier International Division s 22 s22

First Assistant Secretary

s22 Global Interests Branch 8§22

Consultation Attorney-General’s Department of Home Affairs | DFAT (including
Department London Post)

Key Documents

Attachment A

Attachment B

Attachment C

“Tony Abbott’s appointment to Britain’s Board of Trade prompts
guestions from Labor party about foreign interference”, ABC

News, 5 September 2020

Statement from the Hon Tony Abbott AC on appointment to the
UK Board of Trade, 5 September 2020
“Government announces new Board of Trade”, UK Government
press release, 4 September 2020



Attachment D Mr Abbott’s evidence to the UK Foreign Affairs Committee
inquiry into “The UK’s role in strengthening multilateral
organisations”, 1 September 2020

Attachment E “Abbott’s new British trade role called into question as gig
exposes European jaunt”, Sydney Morning Herald,
27 August 2020



ATTACHMENT B

THE HON TONY ABBOTT AC

5 Seprember 2020

STATEMENT ON APPOINTMENT AS ADVISER TO UK BOARD OF TRADE

I'm pleased to have been announced as an adviser to the reconstinaed UK Board of Trade and
look forward 1o playing a constructive role Gacilitating new trade deals between Britain and other
countries, including Australia,

A UK-Australia trade deal, maximising the movement of goods, services and people is clearly in
the best interests ol both our countrigs.

It’s imponamt for the wider world that Britain make the most of its post-Brexit opportunities and
I am proud 1o be playing a part

My government finaliscd trade deals between Australia and China, Japan and Korea. ['m
looking forward (o bringing that expertise 1o bear as Britain works towards mutually beneficial
improvements with 11s major trading pariners.

The world especially needs arrangements that boost prosperity at a ime like this and [ am only
too keen to help.



ATTACHMENT C

& GOV.UK

1. Home (hips:ffeargow.uki

2 Business and indusiny {Aitpsiieew gov ok buainess-and-ind u st

3 Trade and investmeant (hitps: M govukibusingss and industnedrade-and-invastieant)
4. Exporting (htips S govuleboasiness-and-indusingexparting

Prass relaags

Government announces new Board of Trade

Mew Board of Trade announced — cormprised of key figures from politics, academia and indosiry.
Fublishad 4 Sentember 2020

“ram:
Department for Intemational Trade (htlps S govu kigovernmelforganizaticne/deoarmen:-far-intarmatianal-
{ra<ie) and The Rt Hon Clizabeth Truss MP fdps:feesn, gov usligovernm entioecnlerellzabelrluss)

The Department for International Trade has today (Friday 4 September) announced its new advisers
to the Board of Trade (Mtps:feaw gow ikigovemmantfiomu peshoard-af-trada), compising of senior figures
from business, academia and govarnmant.

Board members and advisers will meet quarterly and use thair influence to help Britain make a
stronger case for free trade on ihe international stage, helping the gevemment forge a stronger
global eonsensus for free trade at a time of increased protectionism.

The Board will engage extensively with irdustry, cormmun tiee, farmers and consumer groups across
the UK, ta ensure a range of woices are heard as the UK develogs ils independent frade policy. The
Eaard will alse ancourage mare businessas across the UK reglens and nations to boost their
international trade.

The new advisers to the Board are announcad at an imporlant time for UK trade policy and as
negotiations with the US, Japan, Australia and Mew Zealand enter thei crucial laller slages —
althangh agvisars to the Board will have no direct role in striking frade deals.

The Board will represent a range of views to help in ifs advisery function, prometing free and fair
trade ang advising on UK trade policy o the International Trade Secretany.

Secretary of Stabe for International Trade, Liz Truss said:



The new Board of Trade will play an important role in helping Britzin make the case for
free and tair trade across the UK and around the world,

At a time of increased protectionism and global insecurity, it's vital that the UK is a strong
veice for open markets and that we play a meaningful rale in reshaping global trading
rules alongside like-minded countries,

The new Beard will halp us do that, bringing together a diverse greup of paople who share
Britain’s balief in frae enterprise, democracy, and high standards and rules-based rade,

Dr Linda Yueh, economist at Oxford University, Londzn Business School and LSE IDEAS, said:

I am honoured to advise on trade policy at this important time, Trade will play a key role in
supporting the UK's econoemic grawth

| ook forward to waorking with other advisers fo bring our expertise o the Board.
Further infarmation:
Membership of the Board of Trade iz restricted 1o Privy Councillors,
The Fresident of the Board of trade is:
(1) Secretary of State far Departnent of Intemational Trade

{ii} Deputly President, Marcus Fysh MP

Adviscrs to the Board
The advisers are:

« Secretary of State for Scotland

= Secretary of State for Merthem Ireland

+ Secretary of State for Wales

« Minister for Trade Palicy (invited when relevant to Winisterial partfolio)
« Minister for Invesiment {invited when relevant to Ministerial portfallo)
o Minister for Exports (invited when relevant to Ministerial portfalic)

« Minister for International Trade (invited when relevant to Ministerial portfolio)
« The Hon Tany Abbott

+ Karen Betts

+ Anne Boden MBE

« Daniel Hannan

« Ht Hon Patricia Hewitt

« Emma Howard Boyd

+ Michael Liebreich

= Rt Hon the Lord Mavar of the City of London, William Russell

= Dr Linda Yueh

Publiskec 4 Septarmber 2020

Explore the topic

10



ATTACHMENT D

_f,'xtfl_‘:_!-g
WA 11OUST o COMMONS

Foreign Affairs Committee

Oral evidence: The UK's Rale in Strengthening
Multilateral Qroanisations, HC 513

Tuesday 1 Goabtcmbar 2020
Coglarad by Lhe House of Conrmonrs Lo be pablished or 1 Ssptember 2020,

YMiakch the meet’ng

Marnhsps presert Tom Tugondhet (Chaled! Chris Bryant; Alicia Kearns; Stewsrk
Malcolsr MoDongls; Andrew Rosinde’|; oo Seely; Henry Smith; Royston Smitas
Graham Stiinger; Claadia Webba; Neil Cayls.

Queslions 37-23

Withesses
I Lo-d Bowness, Wice-president of the D5CE Parliz mentary Assambly, Chair of

the Sub -CommiTee an Bules of Frocedurs and Working macdecs, Mernber of
Delegation, Coasarvative member of the Fouse of Lards, Alex T Ichnsen, Chief
of Staff of Eha L5, Helsinkl Cammisslon far the 16k Cnngrnss, and e Mall
Melvin, Dractor Inleralkanal S2curily Siudiss 40 the Howal United Services

Inzkitute,
IL: Hane Tamy Abbeth AC, 2820 Prima Mistar of Australia.
Writhen evidenoe frorm witnessas:

—Lord Bowness

artps:ffeanynltre s padtameant, kAswritte nay ldenmef S 98  hrm s

11



¥ : & -
*ﬁ; HOUSE oF COMMONE

Exarmination of Withecs
Withess: oy Slhall.

Q53 Chalr: I ana welcoms the 23th Prime Minister of sAcctrelia, the hoe, ooy
Abbate, wiha has kiedly jolacd s Wsis cflervoor e tallk ehout
mullilalerals, & subject or which Fe iz ujicuzly sklllec Lo aaswer
quostioms L aspa Peowill lorgive us i we spear 10 mirutes—1 will Tmik it
I 1 minvtes—on the ngw post he holds on belal of b Srilish paeapla,
Wwie Wil koon it gbrickly fo 12 minutss and than core back to the pomt
that Mr Avbabs Kindhy aoread W apeak Lo os on.

Tony Aabbort:  Dhank you, Tom. 10T nics fy Beowith you. T Erust thet the
Fachenlomy is werking ang that yzu can Foar m2 and sceome.

Chair: It is warking porfiocthy, Gacd bo hawe you wilh s,

Tany Abboll: | canct sco wod, BuT I can haa- yed lowed and clzar. T oarm
o sute Lhal thee is a 0% that [ a1 say on T1is stary that sppearcd in
The Sun last wocs, Tos, L loe s bl sonres sisonssions wiza members of Bhe
British Coverimart, eang I am maors that bazpy o hole, Bot e s
nataing officlal as el

AILT car zey ol iz e ix Lhal, #s Far as T am conesimed, it wolld be in
tha iiterest of both Uritain aad sustealia o conclide a till and
cepripraliensfee Free rade deal betwsen o bwo countrics @ quickly es
possible, igvolving cssontlally corn tarilfs and grotas o1 geods, mutual
reccoanitivn af statdards and qualifcations and froe mrovenan, of (oeeple,
Fothiaas stbyecl L soins kind of enoannual queta, for words, ok welfare.
srpeaking generally, freer trade botweor  countres wilh comparable
slandecds aof Pving ered Hilie-rpincedress will oersainly be i the intorasta of -
Tlase codntries gnc the [rterzst of tae wodar word, Bul Tam not sare hoe
T meare s1eCfic C can e, given that as Losay, aolhing hes b
officlally decided ag wel.

Chalr: Given that thiz s nal: ar atticiz appzincmant as yet, 2nd thorefore
thers is Ao specific thing to rosaond to, dazs anyana hava sy i adinie
gueskions oo i, hefore we get o1 o the meat of this afternoan's
soesion? P Strngot, wou sieek el s Towill rareng an b pe Sryant.

229 Graham Stringer: s vory gond of you to bR osre this aftarmncan, Mr
Abboti, I have bwa simple cucstiars. 1 yau wars Lo Leke: o position wikh
Lhe Boere of Frode, world ywwu Jeed the Austialian Government's
permissior to take that pasition? 1 aghee wilk ihs points vou made s
yirnr npEni; renAarks, a0 Ithink mes: poople would. One carmant was
aterlauTed to vale cetller I3 thal "lres rads is too impartaat 1o leavs to the
officias,” IF that iz a far comment, aould wou gwe LS Some ovfilono: oo
Lhal ood how o woold eTasi your epproact to being a member of the
Boasrd of Tradey
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Dk ok WL

£350

Q51

[

ke
i .
E%E | TOUSE 03 COMMONS

Tony ABborts [T 1 rowey, |oerould e cioenig Lhiks 25 o private ctzen ahs I do
nek imagiie tras thers weoud be aidy  requremesnt fos Auslralion
Goverment anprovel Thal said, whee thars was Lhis repors moane of ©1e
Loaicer qowspape.z, my fiend and codeagus, PriTe Minister Sesll
Murtison was msked azoul o, end e seid ©owes oa Tgazd hhe®, osoo
prosunte Lhelois a gone al comnreacatian, it 1imay say so.

On “ho athos questlcn, It Is Importent thaz 21 thiags aak are dare ir our
nam=—and free trade sqresraits mgre nagotiated oy CGovaccmenks 0 LA
mame: of the peeples af 2he rolovant cacntdos-- have o ba Fucky ovessoon
by r£1e electsd =nd 3ccountable Gevertment snd the elecwd  wnd
gronnriable Minislers, TE b oaoseialedy orilical L Lhal fiapacns. That s
not slmply ©10 casc with froe trade dsals; it is obviously the case just at.
the mormert with bes Hh o requlations. Otficials advise; Ministors declde. We
coh nzwer put aurselezs ontlrely Inco the hands of unelected  and
Lnaccsurkable people vihar it comes bo very impartat fecisions “mpRacting
lenrilivelsy o Lher cliby Tazs ol e clilames.

o, ves, offlclgls Fove @ owoery mpsean past e play—t the blg three fres
trede deaks ar my Gowvemmant finglised, with China, >apan and Socth
korea, the oficials wers absahdely magailiconi. They wore dilves, and
sometimaes driven herd by the thea Australiar Trade Minister, Andrew
Pebb, ad ceanfainly T d'd quite a Bl mysell co @nsnes wl o ditl ol et
bodqeed dowre Inoa whoe ot of toehnicalltles, Mewvartheless, 1 acimeires
t1in< that <ffcials soretimes prefer the process ko the gutcams, bul
Erie erie Lhie wiiole poral of G prooess is Lo gel the Bes? possTale artcams,
aften as quickly as oo car.

Chris Bryant: "hanks vory 1nach, Me Abbott, and & is good 0 hawe you
with as, May Ijust chacs what cours-y are you in sl Lhe marmert?

Tory AbDoti: [ am 'uglky enocgh to ba in Loncan just aew.

Chris Bryant: How cid you manage to get roune the fock Lhal Lthe
Bzl ralioe heznllh weclsile soid Chicl Auslralio®s barders amo clazed?

Tamny ARbotl: You can get aenTiszion S deave the conclhy aad 1 apalicd
In Lhe orothary way, throuzh the webslto, providing the ssazars why T
wished o legwse Australia for 10 days, a1d 0 oue oou ke permissal was
culy granled. [ shocld poal ool ol Lees i an enlizely privately Sundsd
trip. Whan 1 ge bock to Australia, I would expect, like all inooming
travellers, bo e subjclecd L ban sesplos” bl vl g o, whhc, agturally
chaugh, 1wl po-sonally a2y far.

Chrigs Bryant: 1t is jUst that there are 3 lot of Britizh people wos are stil
stuck ir. Australia end are nok alowed o legwe, snil leels o b s @ theie
s onne e far ope selk el poaple and anather far okhars,

Tony Abbatk: T would certaindy b disqapoinlad i that were 2ver the case,
My Jndergtarding is that al poople i sastralia—well, cerza:nly Australiar
Crizens—wha wish to leaye hove ot to go throughb sbis pesoess, e same
process thal 1owient thrsogk. My oanderstanding 's theb people who are
nernally residert in other cowttries & ganerally pernttoad fn pave) that

13
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is my urderstaading. Yoo groczbly shouid sock fLthes ans betker
narticiiars “m Anstralia Fouse nn that, fut oy understandineg is thal if
wall are o Britlzh subect, wvou car o, IF wau ocre narmally sostdont in
Britairn—

Chris Bryankt: vou zaid that wou have heer in distussicns abouk & juab
wikh Srvcorrrenenl Minislers oros-—

TFary Abbobi: THhitk ~ wouls call it g role mitber shan a jab,

Chris Bryant: What is fns diskiact on that von are drawing? Wrat is this
role, then? Slwe It o 2itle, ghee It o poay grods, givie e a---

Tony Aabat: doain, T oraally ik Thal Thal s soenetling Lol i Bzl
add-essac to Minlstars in the Governmen:, It 1s soreching taat is not yet
oftizial ard I really do not think tha-e iz anytting rore T ooan say eatil
thincs aave bzor cocldoed.,

Chils Bryant: Oid Lhay Jivss eppeazel var abats. Chis tolz, o did wol see
an adwert in vhe Goardian or somesling ¢

Tanpy Abbote: | am kst nst going to ga “ite this any furticr,

Chrls Bryant: Lo var know what staTas yol wolld 12ve? [For Instence,
wodld you Fave a diglomatic passport? Would wou e coversd hy the
Vicnng  carwenlion an diplormatic relalizos? Waold  yzo have Zhal
citizenship or Australiizn citizeaship onle?

Tory Abborr: Agaln, | 2™ not aoing zo go inte th's ary furthers, save o
add btwe things. Fizst, I do nob normally read The Cuardian: I am sume i o
i wonderiol newspapes, bul QL s nol ooy slapgle resdlou, Scooadly, 25 a
former Australan Prme Winistes, az luck wowid kave £ I dz have a
sipramakie pAasser .

Ciiris Bryant: Yo kaep Fhat for [ife, do yoa, 0 Aesirlla?
Tany Akbolt: Thek is the rulz in Australia, yes,

Chair; We ars going off topic.

Stowart Malcolm Mebonald: Thank you for jeiring us, Mr Abbett. Tae
ol cies ERak The Governmenst decide to puersue o+ as imeorkan, Toogeess,
as the poaple who join 2nd roe e Sovernmeat. Yoo sald In Marcl 2017
that, wher it came @ trade dezls wou 12d ove=zeen, Jarticvlarly with
China, ws Prmee Micisler, leboor aad crfrommeelel saandards s
“poatpha-al ‘ssues™, Wil that be tha appeazach you take noamy future rols
you may have As oo frade sawoy of soree kine owith Fhe Frilisk
A e

Tomy Abboll: Obviously, iF7 was doing somea anck fo adwise and perbapes
fackilisle: In LRls 2rca, 'nthe ead decisizns woulc oz, as thoy quite proserly
saoald be, for the Minister, For the Sowvernmreat 296 perhaps for Hhe
Parliamem, hul 7 shoaald—

Stewark Malcolm MeDanald: 2o pou bolices Ly aro peripacral issoes?
wihaet da you think now?
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Tony AbLote: C=rta aly, in respack of the Laitsd Kingdam and Australia,
labavr stendards andd cosdttobr=en ol slanckards iz wery conresirablhe,

Stawart Malcolm MeDenald: Do vod chink Lhey zre poriphoral Issoos,
Mr Abizott, if vou are negotiating, sgy, with Clina?

Tany Abboif: The point I makz is chet F, for argrnoat’s sake, woU arc
Ealkelig abaoul Sk =aliae el The Inites: Kingdern, we heawe qreas respack for
wiorkers” sichts, as wa should, We cartatnly wet to sec a 2le daye’s oy Far
& Fuir days warl, and T cerkanly went to sse my country, and I am sure
Britzln 25 wzll, 2 1lah-wade saclaly nlo Bhes DL are, We hgwva, 7Rl 1he
vy best of enwviranmantal stancards—eoertainly sur air quality, aur watar
guitily ad v prelhectioe o Clers and Rt in Aushralia aos absolutely
sacoac to nong, as I tnirk they are hese In GHLE™R.

Stewart Malcalm McDonald: are: vou familiar w o Danoa, Me ablbelly
Yony Abbarr: I'm afraid 1 arm rob, but L am sire you will enlighten me.

Stewart Maleolm MeDorald: L= o fer--ichl conzpicaey Seosisl group.
T am curicus why, b1iz morning, in 3 speech voL gawvo acre i Zoncod,
wid Used Lhai- languuage witen you refereaed fnog “Peatrh dicsatarseip”,
Why did wou use taat terny, and what exaczly 's @ health dictatorship s

Tany Abborr: The roforcher was Lo Lhe silozlbior curroeilly po-laicing in
bhe Austratiarn stsbe of Victoria whare, ander a series of erergency and
dizzstor daclar allong, wennes cin by salersd /LAy Cme, persons Hetainied
a> any time aid the oscinary law of the land stspended, wlthout furier
referanice to Pacliam=nt, These are very draconiar restrictions, They 3me
being ook in olace—

Stewart Malcolm MeDanald: 'I'c save [eos, presomakly.

Tony Afbbati: For cur own 3oad, Ie he jedyment of $he Victarian Sremirsr
a1d the Victoriar Cowvernment, aut thoy are wory drgcerian resthictiars.
I Tuws v

Stewart Malcolm McDonald: © supposs I just hope you do 1ok add
nealzhcare to the lst of poriahaal ssues,

Chalr: Grdo: | ar galayg Ly siap dlal There, Forgive ree; fracikly 1o anl
mee the reevanca to the waork o the “o-sign Afairs Comn'tzee on that
M Altbotl bos kincly agreed [o soeak on widar issLes,
Tony Akboll: I arings Jack happy Temnare:s [o see this Kind of banter
across Lhe gerhamnanlaty Cha et N

Chalrt | coa® think you recd any predeciicd, M- Abbott, frackly oo
hewe aeen th-cugh the roush aad tumb o more tgn most. Car [ get back
ler el wyesn were inviled booosaeeck asout, whica was rclbiratiors
diplomacy?

Claudla Wabba! 1= It posslboe to came "hthare, Tomnm?

Chair: Wory birivtly, Ms Woebhs, il il meelly is specific o the mle o® -he
Fareigr Affairs Carmittes and not sorething oh a wicer Issue that Mre
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AbLoiz really [shi Fee Lo arnsscr Ter.

Claudia Webbe: |1 i an irocoerl-anl gusst aon wieicore, Fe Adball 1o
2012, wou s2id che: mer are by pavsiolagy ar tomporamant mors
adapted than women to exerc 52 authosty o 10 issue comnand, <an vou
tell s wihether you stane by thol wlzw, 20 sill yoo baes ey d ficalsy
aoeepking bne authosty of Lz Trusz F wod ars wakng wnfer Jer
comruing ol e Boaosd of e

Tony Abbetl: T o nct sure T oever did say that, T oyou wouid like tn
privatzly pravide the Carmitbee soceciarlat with wooe source, 1owiodle
happily heve 2 look at io, but it does roz scune liks anveaing I have said,

Chair: Could we move en, pleazs, &1d focus on whet we actually need to
ask abavct? Twlll bagle, 11 L may. :

Wl rooendise there iso» Fine cine between lecitirmate nfluence ard
dnaccoptehle mtarforence cadlng o alivss ar mMosLEs Oy mombar statoes
within multilab=rals, What voelnerakilizies t2 abuse and misuse o you
racngrise iv parTeulur muitilebarals gt the curcznt timse T oam peticalary
thinling of sore of o sxemeles that yaur successor Governmant, Mre
Morrisns Governmedt, has called avt i things like the World Health
Organisation. Wihal oraor msdns 220 oo Lhink al whers ke moliztere?
ysteamis vlnerable? '

Tony Abbotr: e multilatoral system is thare for vory good reasors, It
has avolved s part of the post-war settlement, whicn was sssentially
euthored by the Uniced  Statcs aad Lae Unlied  Kingdom,  e=nd ies
uaderpinnings a1= the underiinaings that we woud #1 reccect and
suppots the frae aod egual assicioton 0¥ soversigr statss, respeed (e
Faman vights, the rule of aw, and =0 on. L arm breadly supzortive of the
ricbbilateral system, T just mrase this olseryabion, taough; the shength,
froadam, fairmess and cohosiar of cavhlidos sJih as Ausltala and, 1 e
sure, the Laized Kinogoom do ok depard on those maitilakeqal entities,
Give hal the molllaioral arcdlias ara athen doeninualed By countries with
quite different standards, I weu'd ket see Colntics suca as Adstralia,
e Unikad ingdem ard othe like-minded countres p ayins 3 strong e
oL, Ut s e cnd It e aur slanedareds, slroeeys aad our vellas that
wa hewve bo act by, Thet wauld 2e mw genara obzesvakizn,

The point to be mads abovt the World Health Orgaiisacion i= thak iz does
scort, an Lo bisis al inforresacion Tl bas besn wienly rircgladed], Fhal The
Calmese authorities first tried to ~epross Infermnation comlng sut af Wihan,
inch.ding irfarma: nn Fhat wss haing circu ated? an Thinese cocial media;
socond, wooo slew to lInform the Warld Fealth Organlzatinn of cxactly what
waz going a1, ard thirz, hawe rezisted zivy attampts to gst t1em to oome
clern alisl whial, gzaclly hapoened thet Fas ogives us Ehis dreadiol
geaurgo, 'Ihls 1= not 2o maeh ceeCizm of the warld Healot Organlzatian as
son2 shoereaticns shaut tha soris of things that ass al oo comiman in
nuthosotarlon couaties, Movecthelzss, 1L 12 Inpostent 1ol whcks sameth'ng
deephy sirb-optirial hes haposnad, coantries such as Avstreliz and Bricain
call anl arher conleios in Thesoe Tenorms, Obwnosty, b&owos sargething ol o
diplormatls coup by the Morrsen Gowvarnmznt ta o aave seou-ocd World
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Health Oroansation agresmert o this comoreneasfye Myos’gatlcn Inta
s ubhregle of tha ocroneviras. let's hope tat China co-oparates fully
with that aquiry.

Henry Smith: YWecomse, Mr Abbott, It s 0o to have yau In frart of us
Tariay. Yol ara cyita 1jgkk ta say Fhat it owes 2 sigrifizant achisevement of
C1c currend Australom Savernmznt to et thal mevicw, and ©ososses L
will fird, as vou have alliced to, that thece was a cavsr-up by ths
Chinase regimee in Baifing aver Lhe serivasness of the serty stades ol what:
bacame the <covid-19 pendomic, his Committce has prodeecd a repoct
pre retfarrn ol glehal et Doowog thiok that, sobject to this review, it
may wel. ba that tha Wado Health Crgar szlion needs o a8 signifleenlly
refo-med s that it is not so sabject to politicgl interferenca, ar that a
et body— porliculo-ly 2elweon counlrics bhal oare ol diclaarsbips
amaong the democracies—cauld 2& formed?

Tany Abberer 1 -hink the-e shauls be the strangost passizla ca-aporation
hetwezn lie-mincded damoc-ades, As far g5 is hurianly possibe, 11 1est
entities, I waolld certaialy encourags the Governments of Lritain, Australia
eriit alhar like-rmrindml, plursa sl semaracizg aroon the work] Foopak Eeie
heads tagether an whe: would be a sultable -ance of reforms far the Warldl
Hualth Qroanization, Let's hope sk lesst 2ome of E1ose mighs be adopted, 1
would agve thodgal Chat e blggest arocleal difically s L lucs o sbilily
of the Waorld Health Oroaaisakica to serd nspectors irto counbries where
thero ase apearant probilans, to gel cuickly To Lo hekhorm ol wha: snighl
be going oa. Iimagine that thare milght be =ome reslstance ta any sech
praposal - from some Governmenks, bat oan effective  \World  Fealth
drganiszlion real y dacs naed Lhe powsr Lo gel dews on Le qroend and Lo
e exactly wnat is happening, s that wou are fot as veliark on reports
from  Gavesnnenls Lhal may beve o waslad Galeeesl o omineimrising
plrabiems or ewan covering them e,

Chair o yvoL want to come back on that, Eeiry?
Henry Smith: Yo, theb was comprehansive, My asprocat’'on.

Royston Smith: Than< vou for jolnirg us toeday, Mr Azbott. Wsa are a:l
wiey gralodul To youg scns T am snory we went o Bl al® pisle o stastwilh, T
want te bring it beck to the reEsars that you 2o Fove. Whch
reultilaterals do you ses A= key in Fhe com 10 vears, and what do vl soe
&5 Ehe UK male In d-lving caonga wibaln thome

Torty Abbott: &l al Them avee o insnfant -oe, Towas lsking hirougl:
tha list of raaltllataral crganlsatlzns -0 which dritaln 1s a member and a
ke coatrhudar, and it's & pretty impessive fste Toere was the Waorld
Health Organlsation: c-ound 220 milllon a year. Thete was ¥ATU aradnd
£332 milion a vear. Tiere was the Cowncil of Europe—around £20 million
2ot | oprasater Lhal eeoncl Dizve oo Beospeend: crammss e, woear, ~hoesn Eheme
was t1e Cormmomeealth, with fust £6 million or £7 mflien a year, which
was # liltle surpsising and a ‘itHe cisappainting. T wnow T8 Correnwealzh
iz 2 large anc &k tirmes unwicldy 2nity, but It 1s neverzheless an ondey that
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o A5 arigin lo Hrilein's glabal rele. withsot wanking 8o pome op bae
Commonwlalth's teres oo omoon, it did soeprls: o mc oo lttle that the
conlribigion, oo presumably tnerefo-z the emphazis the: Britain places
an S0 Aty ather argaresatlans:, o f cxioeood o Comrrmrnsaeallle

Andrew Rosindell: Sood afteraoo, M- Abiall, Weliaomea 1 ot eocling.
Thanlk: wau for you- friendship tz 218 Urfted Kingdom aver many vears,
W'a approclote overdthing wou ame dsing Lo suepork us during this
transiticn peciod, as we leava the BEurosean Union, znd wo hose o will
WUOEE WL LS i The T e,

you will krow thas tha new leader of The Cpposition in Canada,; My Erio
Ofloale, soed: Twe Taugbl ard digs fagether, We nzed tods mars with
our bask frie1ds on the worls stago”, Wodlo yar agros wFth that? o you
swnk inal Briliin, Avstrodis, Conoda aod Mew Zemanc—all the Enclisa-
speaklrg coontries—bPave soomuch I comiman oad shacld warks Logoetheor
in many areas ans szize the apporieniz’es that we Fave, now that Britain
[as laft 29 Caroazan Uirlon?

Tany Abbalt; T would, and T suppose the Five Eyes 1aaership has been
a wondorful,  arectleal cwemple of all tha magor Foglishespesking
d=rrocracies waorki1g tonether for the good of thz wider world throughook
tha post-wa< paod: I7 aryhing, the Five Fyes aartisship has harome
evelr more impci=aint in recent yoars then it has becn at times owe the
lizsl s=vmn derekss, = o Fhink it s wery imporksnt,

T ursould prabably say, thoush, E1at while T think 318 Anaglosphers countries
cen aad shaild work i Uee clesoesst pas=ible: haenony whaleeor jesics ol
differences Liere a2 astwaen us, i1 practical te-ms we are A lv—I would
rodt wand: pber likesmindad dermnoredies tn Ceel excl ided. Cournbrias soch
ac lapan, Sitcanchz and Izracl, for nsmnce, arc nab Anglespharc
courlriss but have strafegic skin 171 the geire end are estrenzly | e-
minced with the dnited Staes, the drdled Kingesr, sae=loalio ared alhare
countries.

Andrew Rosindell: ©1 that veiry point as you arfved at Heathrow, voL
winhl g soen foe Lhe Tissl Llime the {lays of Australie, hew Zealznu,
Sincapara and Japan. Thatis a groal indieaiioa of howy Gillaln 15 ehanging
its gik Earde andl ngsomime; mare alobal, nst just Zorzcentric, Wauld woul
ag- oo with the gosttlon of tho Govo-prnanl era in Eha JK Ehal e need a
clean 2realk from the Eurgpean dniar, anc that ta trade gnd co-aperata
glehally we moad i be Cesencent of their kentaces and the's corsol?
Wolid woll suopot that view? 1 5a, do war Faol that we have many e
robpiarkurikies Fpowork owithin the Commonwealth famiv and Bre wider
wotld, 25 yaL have just menlloned?

Tony Abbotf: - wauld prohably not wse the sarve tarminclegy, with
respocs, bl Looertamby think thal Grilaine should nal tese o so-callel e
axit, fstralia has bean, for many wears, doing what is currerty $1020
il g eworth of Lace annnelly with ceuntries of the EY or 2 ne-oeal hasis.
Britzin cLrrenthy does a shade avar 50% of t9 tizca with coo lHes culside
Ve B am @ nis- el bosl= T egrtainky hope Shet the EU comss to its sensas
ancl offers Batan 2t 'cast a Canada-sivle Moo Lade decl. | iarlainky op2
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Lhat et caae, bal s ane In Grltzin s9ould 2o teo 2ngs-ridden ebaut a
so-czlled 1m-c Prexit, ascause Rritein s already doing so mact onoa oo
deal aoss aryway.

Iz ether polnl thal L hape e wTl Torgive ae for maic’ g in @iz conzext
iz that if vou loos at E1e modern wosld, no counory has made as graeat a
coedribiulion as Lhese imlaocds, The  werds comrmen language,
patliarentary deirocracy, the icustrial revalios, tha emancipation of
miraritizs—all ths opiginstad hare 7 Graat Betain, Thi i somakhing that
vell should be [acredibly proud of. Corzalnly, as pert of Zhe wido- Endlisa-
speaking family, I am wery coasciaus of it, end 1 Jave to say that T am
wery grabelal Tor Gl el fw, 1 sbppass, why feost sosbrallans cave a
cheer—some lovder than oiaers, but most Australians coesrsd mightily- -
whers B-itons wotern oanc ia 2000 o ksl s the wider world &5 much 2s
tnay look Do acie fricnds and near neignbowrs i1 Ecrope,

Andrew Rosindetl: O that point, Fow impotant do yvou thirk Ehe linl is
“hat Austraiz znd Britain Fave—indesd, CAaracs and Mew Zdaqlaed qel
athers Fave—In terms af the Impartance of the monarchy that bincs us
wsethes as nation stazesy

Tony AbBote: [ think - is an importzat Bnle T think ©is rmore thaa mesaly
wyinbodie, wtm b b packsiny iS5 very poseerhe syribal; bl B0y oo ac
the sctual govamance arrangemants within Australia, the fact that oar
Head of 3Stzte, the Covernor Gengral, represents the Crewn, is oan
irmparlaal real oy oin L delizole balancleg ool belwecn the diffaicnt amms
of Goverment, IF we were gvsr o hove te o diffsrent constitutianal
greanpenand T ospspect than The rebaansaip bebwaen e Hesd ol Stelo
zhd the |zad of Govemimens would alter in favour of Tne Heed of Skate,
2nd T am not sure that weould 0e a good taing. I aroer in my counilPy,
srguinchils haes teged o fal Lhe st parl of 386 yems gback wircthar we
should charge, end s point I 1eve always made is we dont have any
real problarns o fuesbeeslie Thal onogle be irnprnosesd] by Z10ciing e Crosn, 1
cerka’aly thinlz that there are soire issues Eaak zokertislly, at leest, caulrd
ba mace more fraught if we dic.

Chair: Thaadk vou, M- Achott, Qn guestiors of Flofing Lee Coawe,
Melshald, weu wanted toocome in 01 a separete iszua.

Stewart Malecalm MeDonald: | Lhink you ree calllrg me a guaeen, there,
Chairman.

Mt absott, taank wou for vacr contrbution so far £an I shift to Fiva
Eves? Do yal think Fwe Syeys woa.d asnedit frem groadng in membs-shils?

Tony Afbott: ihiz iz a wory Jood questicn, and as 2rime Fanister 1
carkainly wantzc to foske- closer intelicence ane securily ks sl k2-
minded democrecles that had skin in the steategic game. Agaia, T wauld
cita Japan, Singapore, Israel and ray e, dowre toe back, seen rdia, | am
nol sure thal we couls realy "hoony cae teem brng athors Thto Five Eyes
withaut possibly weslkening it but I cartainky woald like bo see—mysedf, T
thirls it wegll bz oo iripesverne il 7w hae 07 oo like, o Fve Byes plus,
wheore best ondegwours wiare medse to davelop he same level of sarates o
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znd secarizy inktimacy, the sane lowve! of Tamidorily cL ol -unks = oar
defemice el security and inteligenoce organisations, tetwaen zoms of
thase sthar Hge-mirdan Zoenmaoracies, s Pas axisteld lor decicdes et ween
e Five Fyes courbes,

Qi Etewart Malcelm McDonald: I understans why wvod Tention soms ar
the counbrles el wor nenlioeeel, gfees Lhal you ars @ “nopaer Prims
Minisker of Austrelia. Azwe wou Jwen amy thought to any Lu-opzan
man s sl cooled weled vomethiom ko Fye Zyes ar 2 hypotheticz] Five Syes
alus?

Tony Abbott: Obvizosly, Ulhere is the MATO alliance, wricd kas baan
orrtical i protecting Edrope in the peried “rar 1949 antll the codlease af
e Beelneowsll w2 Lhe Bresk-up of e old Sov ef Ulien, and = still very
sicaificant - terns af eyl o ensdre Lhod Russfen aggression i
welequetely coantared, T think it f5 impa-taat ©9ac KATO remains stong, 1
guess Towodld si-ogs nol jost like micda, e ooenirfes chie mave gol o
lok of sbrateaic skiv in the game, I wacld coramby Lh bk al caounthes ke
Japan, in the sools olf—wher T 3irk of the warld thas we are flke v to live
in ower the nawt fow dacados | othink Japen s an absahrely cdlcal
rnenthar ot <he Westam alliance. I certainly would want o gee the dosssT
pozslbhe defence, secorily wod inlelligenes co-operatior with Tepan,

Q82 Stewart Malcelm MeDonald: Think g of whare tie United Kirgdom is
= b map, we have defencs ard saourity agromoents and co-aporzton
with ofuHrios suck as the Maetherlands, Marw3ay, Danmark, given the
Tmportance of the Fioa norin, e Leeland@c gap el Lo secsr oy silualion
ine el Coulth wo s&2 any scape Tor, say, Marway joiring Five Eves or the
Flve Lyes pus kind of oulil Lhal youg mettionzdy

Tony Afbott: T have neves really has any dealings with the defence and
irteligznoce cormrunitics af cauabrles such as Morsay, =n | prohably aesl
ot enmrrent on chek, The diff.colty witih a et of the Earopean countries,
Including @ creat cachtry e Gernary, 5 thal they have [t Eeic military
cRpachy wiiner tooa wooy groeat oxtont, Lyven the Rothorlands qes ol Iis
Tiifilary raprcily swither, T am not sure that is very senzible in a world
whizh iz bacoming less socura, ol roore secadre aeed s likely e b
conside -ably less secare siil ir the years and decades to come,

If wa ara kalk'ng atout Five Eves pluz, yes, like-mirdes derocracies wish
the wery bes: waloes, Lol alzo o ocomritreedt to streagthening their
rrilicary &nd security cacabiltizcs rather than letflac tharm wilhoe, aes
irnpierianl .

Q&2 Stewark Malcolm McDonpald: I would agres with part of that. A country
like Deneack, for craniple, boas rseenlly joal sbend rebied dz spendieg
o1 deferce and is famous for ‘ts canability in zpecial foroes, It has “hat
Skl n Lhe gicna Lhal yvou mentioned, Gyer 1ow impoctans cu- ragon af
Ehe world iz, T e curicus to ool your Lhoeughls, o o cxponsion wone La
happren, ceold © ar would b include a ngtioa in chat part of the werle thak
has zn intorest nthi Pigs rarth, the e ascdic gep, Bl oeskera?
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Ty Abboif: The vz qeaiad 1 oweanl oo orweks is Lal, clven the
cxtracrdlnary contrlbuticn thar the Five Eyes -elsb’ oasaip has made fa the
ety And fraacn o nf the widsr wosls owar 700 yaam, | owauld nal want
te do crythlrg o dicwe IE. T & in Fawowr of streacziening it and Fwe
Eves las may weall do Eiak, bat nothing shoudd be done Lhal onds ap
elibiAfog il

Ralkest than watar down thz Plve Uyes malatlonshilp, 1 wol d like to see an
attermnpt o build 4 somsthing like the Five Tyes celatinnship with lika-
manded dermereeas wilth gkin 0 Lhe cama, @ odan't knaw the Danish
sildaticn welt cnzugh to make eny absareation et atl abouk it

Baob Secly: Mr Abbotz, than< wou “or being hore, Two queskizons, if T may,
first abaut CANZLK end secondly shous glebal defenoe. A 2 onderscaadd
L, ke Sealand znd Bustralla hewe very coss zreding celaticnsh’ps aad
revel erraicements betwesn their pruple and their businesses ond Uy
are amang the c'osesl af any Lwa natiars on zartk. Lookng a2 CARZIUK—
Canarm, Australia, hew Zeaatd ard the Usiked  Kinoodnme—is 1he
Auastrelia-Mew Zzaland re afionship o mozol that con be Sroadensd out B0
nelude coantnes e CEhaoa and tac United Kirgdoo, or dooyou Elink
mak bagins to be 2 bit ten prablematic?

Tony Abboft: 11 Jrinciple, I would not have any prebleTs wia al all |
would aspaud it i privcipla. Twauld be arthosiasteally i Favour of 3 in
priclplz becauac, F o you are looking 27 the Austrelia-New Zeslaid
reatianship, it & just asout 85 cose us iy Swo cocnbics can b owhilo
recaining full ndapendenl saeerelgnty. | often zay of Kew Zealand, and
Indzed of the Uaited Kingdom as well, T1ak they may e forsign coandriss
jaridically, Eut noevary reenpfy” serse, Loy 2o fmmiky.

T supiksse Ebe iripoclanl iy I Loosfo your bosst Lo canscet that faonity
foellng Intx the most adwantageods passible arsangements whare the
citizans of couttries car wdd S0 =azh other and 0 os0 delng add o
Lhrrsewens, Tk [s dmoertant. IE, for argunrent’s caks, the Aritish
Covernmsnt anc the Austimian Gevernmer: wated 1S da 2 froc trado
deal Ehal s 35 gel] ag Lhe aone- lasmen partncrship, that would be
wanderiul, Tae starting point, a5 I s53id earler, would he noe tarifs o
nuaras ot geads, tull mumusl recognilion of sandards aned credencals, a4
froe-tsht mowvoiment of 2coslz for work not woifare, The mose the rropl= ol
Britair: anc Australia know ans trust each obqer, the bella- for ave-yona.

Bab Seely: You taked FReoas shool Five Eyes, which 5 eeloemice
sharng. Auslralie |s rat aare of MATS. Do oyou think we nesd a glzhal
RAIC?Y In the coalo war, MATO was wery much focosed on She narth
Atlantic and the delooce o Burmoe. Mow Lhal you bawve two sigrificant
auzlariterman ssates in the werld—Huasia with a smal. 2conomy and lots oF
nukes, ard Ching wil & wery big scoomrmye, roan e rnoms ot ful, & noch
riars gigrificant threat In many ways—de yaug thinlk we Jeed a glohal
MATO to act a5 3 defancs of demasracy globaly?

Tany Abbote: vou sey, Beb, Biat Australia iz ob 8 meamber of MATO and
that is b, We hiave nok abseover shelus al MSTO et ngs and Avstralian
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Pl Minkslars have Geen oo somea 0 those maetings, Wa pardicipates ir
the MATD-auspicod worle in Afgharistan "o many yoars, W have vary
dfese apelecstundirgs with the main AT partners, wiich means that
Auctrelia would De o practival rmernber ob SETT AL e wirrer ey redsr] In-
4 FATO ape-atizn, az Tnere was n ATanznisten, Acan, withalt wating o
ac oo aresctipkiva in Feems oof strochures, what we want is Hhe clasest
awssibls carwredozshiz—bic closest pesslale co-ozcratlor, cal'aglolite
bolweon the likg-7ineed derrocracies with shratagic sldn in the canea.
That iz what I chirk wao should wark Leswvards, L0 is nlgneslinog Lol Lhe
fuskim iz Treasurer, who I gJdess is the equivalent of vour Charcellar of
the Exchonun, has raceeidly hegun Five Fyes felenonferanses—7oer
confersnces in bhis era—te tallk abovt tha ccancmle ressohse to £ac
Eenderele. T oeptainly think that meny areas of goverimeart could barest
Yrorm a Five Byes porspoctive.

36  Bob Seely: Fiazlly, just on your achude to froo trade sgreotroals, IF zne
wire =hixing & free trede agreemeans, Ehsosstically, with 3 covntiry suzh
Gz Chind, to whal owlenl does oue say fres lrade s cood in itself? Cr to
what extant do yoL Chink that whan stris’ng a fros trade doal yan loak at
ferrcwse, Labwr, skier &1nour, bPumizn rghzs sbusas ar a rrescankilist
sconoeTy that sccks to usc Tade 85 a wreapoa? wha- o yald fing il
halanra in how you assess ths woth oF 2 free trade agreemieznt and frae
trods with other cauntrles?

Tonp Abboft: This is o gnas (iRt wol meELe. Yol are driving ab @n
impartzt issue hare, While freer Eade 1= In ke locg run bhoeo leial fo- The
warld, i the short win, free - trade can oftsn ©= better for relatvely poore™
countrlzs thar for relctvely Aehor counbries. Foeer bricle can ofter nwolve
an element of 2gualization. Sometimes that can 2o equalksing thz nich
lowan i we Lok The poor un, That s all very well i the global context, oot
i7 wou ase 3 aitizan of a richer country, partleularly a c'2zen of a Hohor
court sy waredng inoa wnae@Able ingustry, that is somathing that you are
orttled to 1ave some resewnitaag sl

I thaugkl, whon 1 was 0 tha pasition of trying te fina sa the trer trade
dear wik Ching, that it wes more prablematiz than the dealz we were olzs
firaksing wth Japen one Soutk Foarea, whish are both robast ce nocrecies
with pretby damn good skandards wackover yar cane o foak. Bo. al Lhal
stage, we were not rearly g5 oonscloss as we now ere af the incipient
drzocl ool Cima unde N careasl I=acdars i,

Wio weno not oware te the extonl Lhal we are now of whad was happening
wikh the Uyghurs, or of Eis social credit systonr—the Craclhan sysiom af
surveillsnes o high fwech enebles canformizm. There has net been an
abrogatlan of the ong oountry, Dwe syslons Lecaky ino Floeng Kong, Tha
thireats anairst Tawar were rof neany as kgh-ockanc 3z thoy hawe
Locome. The milltarlsatar of the Searh Ching Ses had ro? really staicked.
“he bullyirg of ebthar neigibavrz—aron India—was nat realy Fappoenng.
Mivglie we ware lasking ol Chine through over'y mse-coodred gflazses
qack than, but we are cortalnly nal now. 1 thiak thal Lhers b
consicedtions thes would hawe to e faksan info eToct row that wers
arolably loss stassifg 3002 e,
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~oalawld prozzbly concludo this soo of abservezions by pairking oub that
arr fres rads deal wit Chipa has bacn, 2 oaick, ol least as benelCelal Fare
adsorelz @z 1l has bear for China. Cur oxacrs to China in the periaz of
Hie free trada desls cperation hsve gone sp by 18%; Clina®s axpoels Lo
ug kv cone up by only about A% 1R [5 ong of thosa free trade deals
between a reiativey r'cher and a relatowely poorer country thet has been
gesad Tar balh, mefize Ui being o= ooe-sided os soene 2f ther anigat
sarictimres nawve searcd waen lookad at ir rezrospect.

Graham Stringer: I have two quaztioas, wiki cne fallowing on “ram Shiei.
wauld vou have corclsed bhe fres tade naal with China iF you acllowved
vieern, Lo B e yleg oul geneide aganst the Uyghurs?
Tony Abboit: | carleinly have no raason Lo anlnk et hareific things a-s
nos Paapoeiing. It scoms ches there acs something lilke 1 omeillion Ly i
what loog horriby like concensrelion cainas, which 25 absolataly creacful,
abamunatlz, appallng. The treatment of rinaritics o China is appalling—
ro doubt aboak that—hat we did not lncw Sen o wiil we koow now. L
would prosabily rifier mosl ehnswar o beepathoslcal caesZaor, given thet we
marc dacisions Fack then bassd o0 what we lknaw bacl the.

Graham Stringer: Thanks, Cn a comp.etely difsrent point, T oo back f
whsl yr were syt befiore alioul Sizsiralin's relabishila with A Cand
some Buropesn courtiaz not spending vesy rmuch on defence. Thame
wee many reasans that peaple wanted the Uniltss Kingdoor o leawe the
Eurapeun oricn, boo Dawvic! Owen, 3 sioewous Labour Farekqr Secretany,
Fis main reason was that he bedeves thek the Eurnassn Union wienles oo
seloupe s own delence ores, which woale negat thatt thess wers twe
cehtres of controd “or defendirg Eurcpe, which e fnought wiolld he
catast-ophic, Do you have a view on Ehat, and would you agrec with [im?

Tony Abbot: David Cwen was a0 impressive Foreigt Sec-elory who
shwvweacl Al ol palilical comaeaga al differant Liras inoiig pablic life, 2 am
nob 25 famlller &s I am su-e ae was with specific preposels toming ot
Europe far a Faropesn army, 3ab if T oware a Ofllon, T wsdld absoutely
cxpecl Giitlsh anred Forces o be capable, powerful, global and under the
absoluze contral of the Biitish Governmen:, Cartaialy, vou would lagk [ong
ancd bearrl aned prelly as<aee alo amy praposal far australia ta be in sore
way depandant upon a multiaational forca,

Alicia Kearns: Mr Abbo:z, I warnt to ask wou about the defence and
regiliencs of rmalinelivnal srganisalions, Chiro and Avstrione arz ocngeged
Il wilat we rmight c2ll oug diplomatiz engagerients 0 a namber of
rultilateral crgenisebions whess The twe nalions are ool at caminon
pLrpazz, ilow dooywald oilek the UK can soppart Bke-rindad coontries
Suci a5 Australia to strengthen che inke-national rules-baszed o-der @nd
rrake sure thase roulilele-als do nol come ande: allack?

Tony Abbol: Obviously, where there 5w problete--whese far
praumaent™  sakc, Alstralla or the Lnltes <Mmgdorn thinrks theqss is @
prablar—you would probably in the first instarce go to the coursrks thal
pre rmosh like-ricdod Lo sze owhielher ey =harne yoos wicw, IF thee s
sarmathing like 3 consensus among lixe-miiced courtries, yad wedld Lhan
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o ardaly la alhee couns<lzs and 22 10 vad can come 2o a sasitan that s
caps alz of bringing about msEsniagful chaage “or bae aetker Sn0 T ogess
vl walled jas. do tha aedinary kied of coalddan aad brldge ballding, bt 1
shress thao effadtivae caalitizn building co=s act star: Som some rivihiczl
renicidler cronrwl, T slars Trorm e e oowery sheomg sob ol owin oo, i ool
analyslz ¢f the pa-tleular proalem, and a zredlbie enc practical way
foirwa d, 1% wou havs got a cres'h'e and practicel way forward, based on
gand vaizs, that is whore wou starl to meke roal srogress.

Alicia Kearns: (uring your piernlership, wers otz inolillatz als that you
were particularky czncerned aboat that were rncer specific nostilz attank
or whare the & werg attempts to vaee mine them?

Tony Abkail: [ was probably more concemed in my tire with working
wil iy likeninled oounlries o0 issuns such as e Ls'aaesl Lhicat s tho
Middle Ezst; warking effectively to ensure that the pzop.e-smegs ine
araklem bo AesTalias nortk was baled, amd halled for gose; aad warking
with coarl-izs that were not pardicuacly iike-minded, sucl 25 Caina, on
:=sUes whare we had 3 comrion interest, such a5 trving o fzare oot Lhe
riddelie oF MEAZ, Lhe roissing flighl thal sl Bees piol Tocn locatec owves sis
yvears latar, So that was my particL.a- concarn. I quess all of ik weas hased
on 2 oclear apprecieTon of ou- valuss and inerests and o desiee Lo work
whorewst possible wilr othes counlres towards clear and  srackical
cutcomes. You hawvs always gat to know wiat the prabien iz gl woal s a
tesizoctabig seliollon, I yol hava dara dbad, yas can go out 2ngd Dy o
reciiiz akiers o the cause,

Alicia Keams: My final questicn: takeing aacut caslitions and saars
ez Tes, a5 ratiors whes are pessiondde atmeal Foren gl os, ose La e
prevent atracltlzs whed tiay are aslng parpetrazed by superpowsrs? This
is. askt semethiic ek Westarn natiens have sver Fad o face in the pasl,
As weu onz L have =zald, there Ig a cenoclde teklng place v Xinjiang
province, How do we tatke thsm when i€ is a superpowes ifse
crarrentkring Lhoea aleocilie s
Tony AbboR: This is & very good aueskting, It iz muacd moare raleant tar
ELrnppean eilHes and Arrae-iza, whaors the Indldlduals coacernes hbave
gat  intarcats, Lot omy ancostandng ie that  specifically cargeted
Magnitsky-style sarciions “lwwe been applied o a nembes ol high ranking
propla In Hissla, who have bzzn highly Iveo wed in the illega occupatizn
o® the Crimea and the proxy irwasien af the gaszm Ukrz nz, TEink Ehal =
the resi shaspacliva wiy Fardard wheh @ corres Lo deallng with atrazltles
by wory powerful states against their cwi peapled

If, ag wea foar, froedom 15 belrg slzwly straag ed ir Hong Keng, quite epart
from the atrocities baing perpetreted ageinst she Uychors, it woule bo
cheolulely  appropriale Laooapely Magailsky-siyla sgaclions against the
Fenict leaderstip in Beijing, Secause, let’s face it, waateve- they are doing
ir Huepey 1or e o Siniary proeiree, o koD iene wanl Lo shapping
thlps za Lendon, tz have bank sccodnts in Switzerlard eng the Uned
Kirgcom and ta send =heir kids to SWesber udivars Sies, eno Fhal s
sorreliing Lhioo tarmal be bosiness s gsgal G owhal you orc doing iz
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ahsolutsly horrifo towards vour own pacme, or towards people who wou
hawe starmlaoed 1o Lesal well.

Aflela Kearns: Thank yau. | wory muck hapa thal In Lha nens lulihe wie
will see UK cancticns against thase perpetraking appalling acts of Zrielty
aealtizl Lhe Wb .

Chalr: 1hig is o sibjoes 90l has d-ea ks v loe of Fhe Cormillze's
artart'on, 25 you waow, Dirty roqcy passiag threugh London is samcthing
Lhial. wet hawe pral guiie & ot of time—

Tony Abboti: 1 ware-slandd, Mo, Tar, 05 is i four abes dancd T oam
0oi1g ta hawe to wvenish, Lus car I just say how mucl [ approclate the
vpzortuiity o talk to the Comonitbes? It has Seen qaite an iaterssting
clsanzslan, with o bIL af fwely Banlar ard parlisan sparring aarfy on, bol L
Foae all ot ug have lea-nt something fram it

Chair: May I as< onz final quesdon?
Tony AbDoii; Zaz,

Chair: You wore instrameantal 1 the rogoatiazians for the CFTPY, ond 1
widld be irtarested ir o wour views on 3riteins place in it 33 4 Jew
miultilate: &l organatien, and Foals plac in e wer .

Tonp Abbati: | arn confidens that faostraiia 27d Japar woale [nok wery
kindhy towards aay Beitizh apol'catlon to acoedzs o the trars-Pacific
parknershia. Cerainly, I know that fies trade negotiations bebtwasn
auztralla and Britzin=-and Lok Lheese waizhe dapenn s sl e vory vzl
advanced. In termns <f globa: B-itaing I think memnbershiz of the rans-
Pacifee: pe-trarship waald b o great koo to the widze worls, Lets oot
fyot that the tranz-Pacific pattnershlp was arlginelly conccivod 2y tho
Charz: Sdreinista®on oy the economic arme of The skratzoic Sk o Azia, so
Lo spoek, 6 BHLEn o wior s Laocoreee icla The Leanes- il searbaorsbip, Lo,
waolld be, I suzpose, a 2etisk bk 2 Asia, which Britain skoald welzome
ans which the seople of the Asia-Faritic, oo thz Indo-Pacific as owe
semetirnes call iz, shawd also welzomic. It 5 a bit $ke home pocting HES
Quzen Slizchzth In Singapose oo some such place, T Ehink /& owould 262 2
warderful cantribatizn to glakzl skability.

Chalr: Taank vou wery much Indeed. [ kncw nany of us wanld walzome
that auatreaca, Can T thark you wery much indees for your agreement Eo
partlelpote ard far taklng avery gquostizn In goosd s2Inl 1 am pardeulardy
grateful for wvour conoribution, May 1 also 2dd ey own thanks for the

sepeaarl oywenr heresst givoers Lo dndlad Kjogehorm medr cesiny weers,  cHil

particularly over the iast four ysars?
Tony Abbote: Gooad i yod, Tam. Avd cthanls vau o Cammittes menncers,

Chair: Cnthat note, I will close tha sitting.
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PROTECTED

—that is a helpful amendment.
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We'll obviously need to update our Abbott Senate Estimates brief/s to reflect this language

Golds

Darren Goldie | Assistant Secretary
Global Interests Branch | National Security Division

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
mS 22

From: Questions on Notice <QON@pmc.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 7 October 2020 11:34 AM

To: Senate Questions (SEN) <Table.Questions.sen@aph.gov.au>
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s 22 ;822 ;822
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Pullen, Victoria <Victoria.Pullen@pmc.gov.au>; S 22 Foster,
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Reid, John <John.Reid@pmc.gov.au>
Subject: Response to Senate Question 1887 oS i S i
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Good morning,
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Attached is a Word and PDF version.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET

Minister representing the Prime Minister

SENATE QUESTION

United Kingdom Board of Trade Joint President Candidacy

Question No. 1887

Senator Timothy Ayres: asked the Minister representing the Prime Minister on 3
September 2020—

With reference to the candidacy of former Prime Minister, Mr Tony Abbott, for the
role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of Trade:

1. Have any discussions taken place between representatives of the Australian
Government and the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy in advance of
the announcement of the appointment; if so, when and with whom did the
discussions take place.

2. Has the Prime Minister made any representations to the UK Government about Mr
Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how many occasions, when and by whom
were representations made.

3. Has the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet made any representations
to the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how
many occasions, when and by whom were they made.

4. Have any Australian Government resources been applied to support Mr Abbott's
candidacy for the role; if so, what resources have been applied and what has been
the total cost of supporting Mr Abbott's candidacy.

Senator the Hon Mathias Cormann - The Prime Minister has provided the following
answer to the Honourable Senator’s question:

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet is not aware of any discussions,
representations or resources in support of the candidacy of former Prime Minister, the
Hon Tony Abbott for the role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of
Trade.

Appointments to the United Kingdom Board of Trade are a matter for the government
of the United Kingdom.
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Minister representing the Prime Minister

SENATE QUESTION

United Kingdom Board of Trade Joint President Candidacy

Question No. 1887

Senator Timothy Ayres: asked the Minister representing the Prime Minister on 3
September 2020—

With reference to the candidacy of former Prime Minister, Mr Tony Abbott, for the
role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of Trade:

1. Have any discussions taken place between representatives of the Australian
Government and the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy in advance of
the announcement of the appointment; if so, when and with whom did the
discussions take place.

2. Has the Prime Minister made any representations to the UK Government about Mr
Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how many occasions, when and by whom
were representations made.

3. Has the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet made any representations
to the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how
many occasions, when and by whom were they made.

4. Have any Australian Government resources been applied to support Mr Abbott's
candidacy for the role; if so, what resources have been applied and what has been
the total cost of supporting Mr Abbott's candidacy.

Senator the Hon Mathias Cormann - The Prime Minister has provided the following
answer to the Honourable Senator’s question:

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet is not aware of any discussions,
representations or resources in support of the candidacy of former Prime Minister, the
Hon Tony Abbott for the role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of
Trade.

Appointments to the United Kingdom Board of Trade are a matter for the government
of the United Kingdom.



DEPARTMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET



Topic: TRADE
Subject: Australia-UK FTA

Version Date: 8/10/2020

Version: 4

Talking Points

Document 24

DISTRIBUTION:
STANDARD

Originating Division:
RTD

Expiry: 27/10/2020




If asked: Therearereportsthat former Foreign Minister and High Commissioner to
the United Kingdom, Alexander Downer, has been engaged as a consultant to the
Government of Gibraltar to advise on the Australia-UK FTA negotiations. Can you
confirm that thisreporting is correct?




e Yes, | am aware of reports that Mr Downer will provide advice to the Government
of Gibraltar

o asaBritish Overseas Territory, Gibraltar has adirect interest in the UK’s
negotiations with Australia

o the engagement of Mr Downer is a matter for the Government of Gibraltar

o according to the report, Mr Downer has placed himself on the Government’s
transparency register as a consultant
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—t et Serrsitive—
All

per Golds’ earlier email, our response below:

Question on notice for PM&C:

e Why and when did PM&C seek advice that the UK Board of Trade has no direct role in
striking free trade deals?

thanks

Foms2Z

Sent: Tuesday, 20 October 2020 5:13 PM
To: Brazier, Roderick <Roderick.Brazier@pmc.gov.au>; Goldie, Darren

<Darren.Goldie@pmegovau> 822 82
N Y AR

S22
Subject: Questions on NoticefSFe=SrretSemsitve—



Questions on notice for Senator Cormann:

e Did PMO facilitate, provide assistance to or communicate with Tony Abbott regarding his
appointment to the UK Board of Trade?

e Did PMO provide advice to Tony Abbott on his appointment to or intention to nominate
for the UK Board of Trade?

e Did Tony Abbott tell the PM or PMO of his intention to nominate for the UK Board of
Trade?

Question on notice for PM&C:

e Why and when did PM&C seek advice that the UK Board of Trade has no direct role in
striking free trade deals?

Kind regards,

s 22 s 22

International Division | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
p.S 22 | ms 22

e.S 22 | w. www.pmc.gov.au

One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600
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Department being questioned Home Affairs — 5:05pm




Tony Abbott’s overseas
travel in the context of
international travel

restrictions (COVID-19)

Senator
Kristina
Keneally

(ALP, NSW)

[To Commissioner Commissioner
Outram] PM&C has
advised this afternoon, in
another estimates
hearing, that the number
of stranded Australians
has risen to 32,000 from second, to work as an
29,000. In that context, | adviser to the British
would like to enquire Government’s Board
about a media report in
The Australian yesterday
that the former PM, Tony
Abbott, is currently in
Rome. Can you confirm
that Mr Abbott has
received a travel
exemption to travel
overseas?

Does the auto exempt
category of ‘government
business” also apply to
foreign government
business?

Who wrote these
guidelines—ABF or
Government? Were these
guidelines based on Home
Affairs’ advice?

Is it the Government’s
intention that this includes
foreign government
business?

Will Mr Abbott be
required to quarantine
upon his return?













notice.

Tony Abbotts takeup of
a role with the UK
Government

Senator
Penny
Wong, ALP,
SA

Has any legal or other
advice been sought on this
matter?

So you don’t think there is
an issue with a former PM
advising a foreign
government on trade
relations?

So a former PM can go to
Germany, China and offer
their services?

If you have two
negotiating parties, and
have one person who led
one country advising the
other, is that appropriate?

Caroline Millar, Deputy
Secretary: He's a
private citizen now.
No, we have had no
engagement on this.
Minister Cormann: Mr
Abbott is a private
citizen. This is not an
appropriate question
for PMC. | am just
saying that you
shouldn’t ask a
question of an official
like that. I am not
concerned about what
a private citizen is
doing. As | say, | am
not concerned what a
former Prime Minister
is doing as a private
citizen.

Minister Cormann: |
am not responsible for
what former prime
ministers do. If you
want to introduce
legislation to limit it
then you can.

Minister Cormann: |
think people who
serve the public, on
either side, are
entitled to do what
they wish to do as
private citizens,
obviously within the
requirements of
ministerial standards. |
am not concerned
about the role of
former PM Abbott —
he is not involved in
negotiations of FTAs.
Tony Abbott has not
been PM for more
than 5 years, and he
has taken on a job that
is entirely a matter for
him, and that is the
advice | have received
from ministerial
colleagues.

16:59

Tony Abbotts takeup of
a role with the UK
Government

Senator
Penny
Wong, ALP,
SA

Does the PM think it is
appropriate for a former
PM to work for a foreign
government on issues
potentially counter to
Australia’s interests?

Has Prime Minister, PMC
or PMO provided any
advice to Abbott on his
new role, including in
terms of compliance with
Australian legislation? Has
any other department
provided Mr Abbot
advice?

Has any other member of
the government? About
the use of his office,
entitlements for this new
role?

Any measures in place to
ensure he doesn’t use his
office or entitlements to
further the interests of a
foreign government?

Minister Cormann: |
don’t agree with the
premise of the
question — | don’t
believe he is working
counter to Australia’s
interests. He is a
private citizen.
Caroline Millar, Deputy
Secretary: The
department have not
provided any advice. |
am not aware of any
advice being provided.
Senator, the AG has
said previously that Mr
Abbott would be
aware of his
obligations for former
cabinet ministers. Not
to my knowledge.
Stephanie Foster PSM,
Deputy Secretary: not
to my knowledge.
Minister Cormann: Not
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Tony Abbott’s overseas travel
in the context of international
travel restrictions (COVID-19)

Senator
Kristina
Keneally

(ALP, NSW)

[To Commissioner Outram] PM&C has
advised this afternoon, in another
estimates hearing, that the number of
stranded Australians has risen to 32,000

from 29,000. In that context, | would like

to enquire about a media report in The

Australian yesterday that the former PM,

Tony Abbott, is currently in Rome. Can

you confirm that Mr Abbott has received

a travel exemption to travel overseas?

Does the auto exempt category of
‘government business’ also apply to
foreign government business?

Who wrote these guidelines—ABF or
Government? Were these guidelines
based on Home Affairs’ advice?

Commissioner Outram:

First, to the House of
Commons; second, to work as an

adviser to the British Government’s
Board on Trade.







Worth clarifying that it is a Cth power
relating to the cap, air navigation
regulations 2016,

Minister Cormann: let me answer on
behalf of the government. You are
taking a public comment of the PM
at a point of time, and as the
situation changes, the context of that
decision changes. That is a very
important thing and you are taking it
completely out of context in the way
you are trying to position them here.

Alison Frame, Deputy Secretary: the
legal basis for the caps is the
regulation, the legal basis for the
quarantine is at the state level.

Tony Abbotts takeup of a role
with the UK Government

Senator
Penny
Wong, ALP,
SA

Did the department or the PMO/
government provide any assistance to
Tony Abbott to travel to the UK?

What about on return?

How about PMO?

Any communication with him
surrounding the visit?

Caroline Millar, Deputy Secretary:
not to my knowledge.

If so we’re not aware.

Martin: No.

Minister Cormann: Not that | am
aware but will have to take on

notice.

Minister Cormann, Millar, Table/all:
Not that they are aware

16:54




Tony Abbotts takeup of a role | Senator How about his ostensible appointment Caroline Millar, Deputy Secretary: 16:56
with the UK Government Penny to the UK Board of Trade? Not that | am aware of.
Wong, ALP,
SA Minister Cormann: Not that | am
aware but will take on notice. But
clearly Mr Abbott is an individuals,
who like other PMs, are able to seek
opportunities once they leave
parliament.
Tony Abbotts takeup of a role | Senator Mr Abbott says that he will be providing | Caroline Millar, Deputy Secretary: we
with the UK Government Penny advice to the UK on post-Brexit trade sought advice from DFAT who said
Wong, ALP, [ deals. Does this include UKFTA? that advisors to the UK Board Of
SA Trade have no direct involvement in
FTA negotiations.
When or why was the advice sought? We'll take that on notice.
Tony Abbotts takeup of a role | Senator Has any legal or other advice been Caroline Millar, Deputy Secretary: 16:59
with the UK Government Penny sought on this matter? He’s a private citizen now. No, we
Wong, ALP, have had no engagement on this.
SA So you don’t think there is an issue with

a former PM advising a foreign
government on trade relations?

So a former PM can go to Germany,
China and offer their services?

Minister Cormann: Mr Abbott is a
private citizen. This is not an
appropriate question for PMC. | am
just saying that you shouldn’t ask a
question of an official like that. | am
not concerned about what a private
citizen is doing. As | say, | am not
concerned what a former Prime
Minister is doing as a private citizen.

Minister Cormann: | am not
responsible for what former prime




If you have two negotiating parties, and
have one person who led one country
advising the other, is that appropriate?

ministers do. If you want to
introduce legislation to limit it then
you can.

Minister Cormann: | think people
who serve the public, on either side,
are entitled to do what they wish to
do as private citizens, obviously
within the requirements of
ministerial standards. | am not
concerned about the role of former
PM Abbott — he is not involved in
negotiations of FTAs. Tony Abbott
has not been PM for more than 5
years, and he has taken on a job that
is entirely a matter for him, and that
is the advice | have received from
ministerial colleagues.

Tony Abbotts takeup of a role
with the UK Government

Senator
Penny
Wong, ALP,
SA

Does the PM think it is appropriate for a
former PM to work for a foreign
government on issues potentially
counter to Australia’s interests?

Has Prime Minister, PMC or PMO
provided any advice to Abbott on his
new role, including in terms of
compliance with Australian legislation?
Has any other department provided Mr
Abbot advice?

Minister Cormann: | don’t agree with
the premise of the question — | don’t
believe he is working counter to
Australia’s interests. He is a private
citizen.

Caroline Millar, Deputy Secretary:
The department have not provided
any advice. | am not aware of any
advice being provided. Senator, the
AG has said previously that Mr
Abbott would be aware of his
obligations for former cabinet
ministers. Not to my knowledge.

17:04
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PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET PORTFOLIO
In Attendance
Senator Cormann, Minister for Finance
National COVID-19 Commission Advisory Board
Mr Neville Power, Chairman
Mr Malcolm Thompson, Head of Taskforce
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
Ms Stephanie Foster PSM, Deputy Secretary
Mr John Reid, First Assistant Secretary, Government Division
Ms Leonie McGregor, First Assistant Secretary, Cabinet Division
Mr Peter Rush, Assistant Secretary, Parliamentary and Government Branch
Ms Celeste Moran, Assistant Secretary, Legal Policy Branch
Mr Tom Gilmartin, Chief Operating Officer
Mr Gerard Martin, First Assistant Secretary, Ministerial Support Division
Mr Paul Wood, Chief Financial Officer
Mr Nathan Heeney, Chief Information Office
Ms Caroline Millar, Deputy Secretary, National Security and International Policy Group
Mr Rod Brazier, Frist Assistant Secretary, International Division
Mr Lachlan Colquhoun, First Assistant Secretary, National Security Division
Mr Trevor Jones, Assistant Secretary, Disaster Preparedness, Plans and Incident Management Branch
Mr Matthew Fox, Assistant Secretary, Defence Branch
Mr Simon Duggan, Deputy Secretary
Mr James Chisholm, First Assistant Secretary, Industry, Infrastructure and Environment Division
Mr Brenton Goldsworthy, First Assistant Secretary, Economic Division
Mr Jason Lange, Assistant Secretary, Office of Best Practice Regulation
Ms Alison Frame, Deputy Secretary
Ms Genevieve Quilty, First Assistant Secretary, Social Policy Division
Mr William Story, First Assistant Secretary, APS Reform Office
Ms Nicole Spencer, Head of Taskforce, COVID-19 Response
Committee met at 09:00

CHAIR (Senator Paterson): Good morning. I declare open this meeting of the Senate Finance and Public
Administration Legislation Committee. Today the committee will continue its examination of the budget
estimates for 2020-21. It will hear from the department and the agencies of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
portfolio, as listed on today's program. The committee may also examine the annual reports of the departments
and agencies appearing before it. Senators, departments and agencies have been provided with advice on the
arrangements in place to ensure that budget estimates 2020-21 are conducted in a safe environment. This
guidance will be also available from the secretariat. The committee appreciates the cooperation of all attendees in
adhering to these arrangements.

The committee has before it a program listing agencies and outcomes relating to matters for which senators
have given notice. The committee has fixed 4 December 2020 as the date for the return of answers to questions
taken on notice. The committee has also scheduled further hearings to examine the Finance portfolio tomorrow
and Thursday 22 October, as well as the cross-portfolio Indigenous matters on Friday.

Under standing order 26, the committee must take all evidence in public session. This includes answers to
questions on notice. I remind all witnesses that, in giving evidence to the committee, they are protected by
parliamentary privilege. It is unlawful for anyone to threaten or disadvantage a witness on account of evidence
given to a committee, and such action may be treated by the Senate as a contempt. It is also a contempt to give
false or misleading evidence to a committee.
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Senator WONG: Did the department or the Prime Minister's office provide any assistance or facilitation to
Mr Abbott during his recent visit to Europe and the United Kingdom?

Ms Millar: The answer is no—no, we didn't.

Senator WONG: Okay. Ms Millar, do you want me to ask the question again?
Ms Millar: If you wouldn't mind.

Senator WONG: Did the department or the PMO provide any assistance or facilitation to Mr Abbott during
his recent visit to Europe and the United Kingdom?

Ms Millar: Not to my knowledge.

Ms Foster: The only other person who might know is Mr Martin and he is listening and I'm sure if he has any
information—

Senator WONG: He'll trundle up the passage and provide it.

Ms Foster: he will come, but I think the fact that he hasn't appeared means, no, we haven't provided that
assistance.

Senator WONG: What about on his return?
Ms Millar: Not to my knowledge either.
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Senator WONG: What about the PMO?

Ms Millar: If so, we're not aware.

Senator WONG: Here he is, trundling up the corridor.
Mr Martin: Senator, that's a no.

Senator WONG: It was a very dramatic no. Senator Cormann, can you tell me whether the PMO provided
any assistance or facilitation to Mr Abbott in relation to his recent visit to the UK and Europe?

Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware, but I'd have to take that on notice.
Senator WONG: Was there any communication with him regarding the visit?
Ms Millar: Not that I'm aware.

Senator WONG: ['ll ask the same question of the PMO, please.

Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware of.

Senator WONG: Was there any communication with him about his ostensible appointment to the UK Board
of Trade?

Ms Millar: Not to my knowledge.

Senator WONG: Have you been asked to provide advice in relation to that?

Ms Millar: No, we haven't.

Senator WONG: Is the PMO aware of his appointment to the UK Board of Trade?

Senator Cormann: I've obviously read about it in the media and I'm sure so has the PMO.

Senator WONG: Did he have any discussion with the Prime Minister or the Prime Minister's staff about—
Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware, but—

Senator WONG: about his intent to nominate for another country's board of trade?

Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware.

Senator WONG: Can you take that on notice?

Senator Cormann: Sure. Clearly, Mr Abbott is an individual in the same way Ms Gillard, Mr Rudd and Mr
Howard are individuals, who, of course, are quite entitled to pursue opportunities in their private life after they
have left the department. I'm not quite sure what sort of possible responsibilities you believe are relevant here in
terms of Prime Minister Morrison.

Senator WONG: I just wondered if he'd told him, and if so—
Senator Cormann: As I say, I'm not aware. I'm not sure that it's—

Senator WONG: ['ve just asked you to take it on notice. Mr Abbott says he'll be providing advice to the UK
government on its post-Brexit trade deals. Is PM&C aware as to whether this would include the UK-Australia
FTA?

Ms Millar: The advice that we've received from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade—and, in fact,
through the UK government's Department for International Trade—was that advisers to the Board of Trade have
no direct role in striking trade deals.

Senator WONG: When did you seek this advice?

Ms Millar: Actually, Senator, I'm not aware. My briefing says this, and I did ask.

Senator WONG: I'd like to know why it was sought and when it was sought.

Ms Millar: We can take that on notice for you.

Senator WONG: Does someone behind you know, or does someone elsewhere know?

Ms Millar: No, we don't.

Senator WONG: Has there been any advice sought—possibly including legal advice or advice from other
departments—or has there been any consideration within PM&C of the appropriateness of Mr Abbott advising the
UK government on a trade agreement with Australia?

Ms Millar: We haven't given any consideration to it, no.

Senator WONG: Why not?

Ms Millar: As the minister said, this is an issue for Mr Abbott—he's a private citizen now—and we've had no
engagement with this.
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Senator WONG: So PM&C doesn't think it's an issue and nor does the Prime Minister?
Senator Cormann: Are you suggesting that somebody—

Senator WONG: Can I finish any question? Chair, [ hadn't even got out—

CHAIR: Fair point, Senator Wong. Please finish your question and, Minister, answer.

Senator WONG: So PM&C doesn't consider it an issue that a former prime minister is advising the
negotiating party about a trade agreement and negotiation with Australia? You don't believe that's an issue?

Senator Cormann: Hang on. That is an inappropriate question for you to ask of PM&C. You're asking for an
opinion in relation to something that a private citizen—

Senator WONG: It's a probity question. He's a former prime minister!

Senator Cormann: What about the activities of former prime ministers Gillard and Rudd?
Senator WONG: The question is about brokering a deal with the country you used to lead, okay?
Senator Cormann: So you would like—

Senator WONG: I'm just asking whether the department considers it appropriate. I think Ms Millar's answer
is not whether they've turned their mind to it but that he's not doing that. Is that correct?

Ms Millar: That's correct.
Senator WONG: On their advice, which isn't your response.

Senator Cormann: You asked her for an opinion on whether she thought it was appropriate, and that is an
inappropriate question to ask an official.

Senator WONG: So you're fine with it?
Senator Cormann: I'm just saying you shouldn't ask a question of an official about what their opinion is.
Senator WONG: Does the Prime Minister have any issue?

Senator Cormann: I'm not concerned about what former Prime Minister Abbott is doing in his post-political
career as a private citizen.

Senator WONG: He's a former prime minister, and I'm asking whether it's appropriate for him to advise the
other negotiating party in the context of a trade negotiation with Australia. Imagine if it were—

Senator Cormann: As I say, I'm not concerned about what former Prime Minister Abbott is doing as a private
citizen in terms of his—

Senator WONG: So former prime ministers can go to Germany, China or any one of our major trading
partners and say, 'I'm happy to provide my services in the context of your negotiations with Australia,' and you
think that's not inappropriate?

Senator Cormann: I think you're characterising what he's doing wrongly.
Senator WONG: Which is your line on this, Senator Cormann?

Senator Cormann: I'm not responsible for what Mr Abbott chooses to do or not to do. If you're suggesting
that we should introduce laws that limit what former prime ministers can do after they leave public office—

Senator WONG: That's a strawman argument.

Senator Cormann: No, that is the implication of what you're suggesting.

Senator WONG: No, it's not. That is such a stupid thing to say.

Senator Cormann: You're suggesting that somehow we should be controlling what—
Senator WONG: You're usually smarter than that. That is a strawman argument.
Senator Cormann: No, it's not a strawman argument.

Senator WONG: It's as simple as this. You have two negotiating parties. One has their national interests;
another has their national interests. The purpose of the negotiation for each party is to try and broker a deal which
maximises their national interest.

Senator Cormann: Well, I don't believe that he is negotiating.

Senator WONG: Let me finish. To have a person who led one country advising another country about how to
broker the deal—I'm asking you whether you think that's appropriate. It's not about a law; I'm asking whether you
think it's appropriate.
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Senator Cormann: I think it's entirely appropriate for former servants in government—or opposition for that
matter—to pursue a career after they leave public office.

Senator WONG: No matter what they do? They can hawk themselves to any government?

Senator Cormann: Well, there are limits. There are clearly requirements in the Statement of Ministerial
Standards that apply to all former ministers and former prime ministers, and I don't believe that you're suggesting
that there is any breach here.

Senator WONG: No, I'm asking.

Senator Cormann: Former Prime Minister Abbott has been out of office for more than five years, yet
essentially you want to control what he can do professionally now, forever and a day.

Senator WONG: No, that's not true. Why do you say this stuft?

Senator Cormann: Well, that is the implication of what you're suggesting.
Senator WONG: You're getting tired, aren't you, Mathias?

Senator Cormann: That is the implication of what you're suggesting.

Senator WONG: [ mean, seriously! Please stop. Please stop making assertions about what I'm saying which
are false. Please stop. I am not saying that.

Senator Cormann: Our government is not responsible—

Senator WONG: 1 have not said we should legislate. I'm not saying I want to control what he does. They are
words out of your mouth. I am saying this: we have a former leader of a country who has hawked himself to the
government of another country which is negotiating with us, and I am asking you whether or not you consider it
appropriate.

Senator Cormann: And I've answered that question. The role that former Prime Minister Abbott has taken on
is not a role that I am concerned about in any way. Your characterisation of his role is false, as has already been
indicated to you. He's not involved in negotiations on free trade agreements.

Senator WONG: Okay. Can I tell you what he said? I'll tell you what he said:

... Abbott said he was "only too keen" to help the UK. "A UK-Australia trade deal, maximising the movement of goods,
services and people, is clearly in the best interests of both our countries," he said. "My government finalised trade deals
between Australia and China, Japan and Korea. I'm looking forward to bringing that expertise to bear as Britain works
towards mutually beneficial improvements with its major trading partners."

Senator Cormann: Tony Abbott has not been a Prime Minister of Australia for more than five years. He is a
private citizen. He has taken on a job. That's entirely a matter for him. My advice is that he's not involved in trade
negotiations in the context of the role that he's taken on.

Senator WONG: Where's your advice?

Senator Cormann: That is the advice that I have received in the past.
Senator WONG: From whom?

Senator Cormann: From my colleagues.

Senator WONG: Ministerial colleagues?

Senator Cormann: Yes.

Senator WONG: So it's been discussed?

Senator Cormann: No, it has not been discussed. You are raising this issue now here in the course of
estimates.

Senator WONG: [ assume, therefore, from your answer—I'm putting this to you, and you can disagree: does
the Prime Minister think it is appropriate for a former Australian Prime Minister to work for a foreign government
and to provide advice on issues that are potentially counter to Australia's interests?

Senator Cormann: I don't agree with the premise of that question.

Senator WONG: Which bit?

Senator Cormann: The Prime Minister is comfortable with what former Prime Minister Abbott is doing. He's
comfortable with what former Prime Minister Gillard is doing and what former Prime Minister Rudd is doing.

Senator WONG: Which bit of what I said?

Senator Cormann: I do not accept your proposition that somehow he is acting counter to the interests of
Australia. That is your false assertion.
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Senator WONG: Well, he is working for a foreign government. He is obviously going to provide advice to
them about furthering of their interests, not ours.

Senator Cormann: He is a private citizen.

Senator WONG: Okay. So, no, you don't have any concerns. Has the Prime Minister communicated or raised
any concerns with Mr Abbott about his new role?

Senator Cormann: I'm not aware of any communications, but, as I have indicated to you, the Prime Minister
said publicly that he thought Mr Abbott was a good hire. I think those are the words he used.

Senator WONG: Has the Prime Minister, his office or PM&C provided Mr Abbott with any advice in relation
to his new role, including any compliance with relevant Australian legislation?

Ms Millar: We haven't provided any advice, no.

Senator WONG: We? Who's ‘we'?

Ms Millar: The department have provided no advice.

Senator WONG: To Mr Abbott?

Ms Millar: No.

Senator WONG: Are you aware of any advice being provided?

Ms Millar: No, I'm not.

Senator WONG: Are you aware of Mr Abbott being advised to register as an agent of foreign influence?

Ms Millar: The Attorney-General has said publicly that Mr Abbott would be aware of the routine
requirements for former cabinet ministers under the Foreign Influence Transparency Scheme.

Senator WONG: Yes. That's not what I asked you. Do you have any knowledge other than—
Ms Millar: No, I don't.

Senator WONG: To the department's knowledge, has any other department provided Mr Abbott with any
advice in relation to his new role and complying with relevant Australian legislation?

Ms Millar: Not to my knowledge, no.
Senator WONG: Ms Foster?
Ms Foster: Not to my knowledge.

Senator WONG: Has any member of the government, Senator Cormann, provided Mr Abbott with any
advice in relation to his new role and compliance with relevant Australian legislation?

Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware of.

Senator WONG: Has he been provided with any advice as to the use of his office or entitlements as a former
Prime Minister of Australia for the purpose of his new role?

Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware of.

Senator WONG: Have any measures been put in place to ensure he doesn't use his office or entitlements to
further the interests of a foreign government?

Senator Cormann: I don't believe that that is what he's doing.

Senator WONG: So no advice.

Senator Cormann: I'm not aware of any.

Senator WONG: On Sunday 19 April Senator Payne announced an international inquiry into—
CHAIR: Are you moving on to another topic, Senator Wong?

Senator WONG: [ have.

CHAIR: Minister, I'm not sure if you're aware that there have been media reports, for example in Crikey in
December last year, that Kevin Rudd, another former Prime Minister, has delivered a number of speeches in
China, including as a guest of the United Front Work Department or its affiliates, including the Central Institute
of Socialism. That speech was in November 2017, and Mr Rudd has delivered speeches at a number of other
forums including the Australia-China Future Forum, which is described as a united front sponsored forum. Do
you have any similar concerns about Mr Rudd's activities as a former prime minister?

Senator WONG: Giving a speech.
Senator Cormann: Mr Rudd, Ms Gillard—
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Senator WONG: He's giving a speech. Is that what you're worried about?

Senator Cormann: Mr Abbott, Mr Howard, they're all former prime ministers of Australia who are now
private citizens. I think they deserve to be treated with courtesy and respect, and that's what we'll do. It's a matter
for them to explain the activities that they pursue.

CHAIR: Indeed, and I'll take Senator Wong's interjection that my concern might be that he was giving a
speech. I think it's interesting he's giving speeches, particularly at these locations, but—

Senator WONG: Have you read his speeches?

CHAIR: he's also chair of some advisory bodies linked to the United Front Work Department. People in this
forum know what that organisation does.

Senator Cormann: I wasn't aware of it.
Senator WONG: Really?

CHAIR: Crikey was asking the question: why hasn't he registered on the Foreign Influence Transparency
Scheme, given his association with these organisations?

Senator Cormann: I think it's a question for him; it's not a question for us.

CHAIR: All right, thank you.

Senator WONG: Have you read his speeches?

CHAIR: No, I wouldn't—

Senator WONG: He's pretty clear about national interest and China. Really, are you suggesting—

Senator Cormann: What are you saying about Mr Abbott, that he's not aware of the national interest?
Senator WONG: Mr Rudd is not working for the Chinese Communist Party. He is—

Senator Cormann: No, I said—

Senator WONG: Mr Abbott—

Senator Cormann: what are you saying in relation to Mr Abbott, that he's not aware of the national interest?

Senator WONG: Mr Abbott is working for a foreign government. That's the distinction. He's doing work for
a foreign government, which is why he's had to register. It's a different thing, and making assertions that suggest
that former Prime Minister Rudd, whose writings on China are documented—

Senator Cormann: I have not made any assertions at all.
CHAIR: This bloke has.

Senator WONG: Yes, he has—is somehow not patriotic or working for the united front, is pretty bad. I know
you like to get in the media, because you want to talk about China, but really it's pretty bad. He is well respected
across the political spectrum and internationally for his knowledge of China. He is very clear about Australia's
national interest and, if you have read any of his recent speech, you would know that. So I suggest you take some
of this sort of wolverine behaviour elsewhere. Really.

CHAIR: Senator Wong, do not put words in my mouth.
Senator WONG: We heard what you said.

CHAIR: Order. I let you have a spray at me. The least you can do for me, as chair, is give me an opportunity
to respond. Do not put words in my mouth. I will happily go back and review the Hansard—

Senator WONG: Sure, please do.

CHAIR: and stand behind every word that I said. For your information, I attended Mr Rudd's speech in
Parliament House for Peter Hartcher's book, with you—

Senator WONG: With me.

CHAIR: and I listened with great interest. I have not suggested once, in this forum or any other, that he's
unpatriotic or that he has an allegiance to a foreign power.

Senator WONG: What's the implication of reference to united front?
CHAIR: No, Senator Wong.

Senator WONG: What's the implication?

CHAIR: All I was doing was making the point—

Senator WONG: Seriously?

FINANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
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CHAIR: that you can ask questions about Mr Abbott as a former Prime Minister—

Senator WONG: Who is working for a foreign government!

CHAIR: and his association in the UK, and I can equally ask questions about Mr Rudd and his activities.
Senator WONG: A speech.

CHAIR: A number of speeches—

Senator WONG: —you made reference to the United Front. Everybody knows what you were doing.
CHAIR: Senator Wong, you are showing hypersensitivity—

Senator WONG: No, I am not.

CHAIR: Given the time I allowed you to pursue Mr Abbott and his associations, and your questions about his
registration on the foreign influence, you are showing a double-standard and hypersensitivity.

Senator WONG: No—please don't accuse a woman of being hypersensitive. We are quite commonly used to
that.

CHAIR: I clearly was not making a gendered reference there.

Senator WONG: Please do not. That's the first point. The second point is that, yes, you did allow me plenty
of time, and I appreciate that. There is a distinction between a prime minister giving a speech and somebody who
has taken up an employment contract at a position with a foreign government. Right? I am simply making that
point. And I think the way in which you referenced United Front—everyone knows what that means. Really, it
was not becoming of you, nor respectful of Mr Rudd.

CHAIR: Since you have raised it, I will clarify. The reason I said that is that I did not think it was necessary
to go into a lengthy explanation of what the United Front—

Senator WONG: Not because of any—I accept that. But it looked like an implication.
CHAIR: I'm telling you sincerely that it was not.

FINANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
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From: Goldie, Darren
To: s 22 ; Brazier, Roderick; Millar, Caroline
Cc: s 22
Subject: RE: Phone Message - John Geering - DFAT =GO rmm—
Date: Friday, 23 October 2020 3:28:03 PM

—SFFOtE—
Thanks 822

Rod and Caroline,

| followed up the query from John (see below), confirming the extent of our knowledge and
understanding of (former PM) Abbott’s appointment to the UK Board of Trade. Nothing
significant to report. The genesis of the question was Frances’ preparation for Estimates, and the
questions Caroline received.

Golds

Darren Goldie | Assistant Secretary
Global Interests Branch | National Security Division

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
m.S 22

From: s 22
Sent: Friday, 23 October 2020 3:20 PM
To: Goldie, Darren

Cc:s22

Subject: Phone Message - John Geering - DFA TS oSy yinsjmm—
=SS

Hi Golds

Who: John Geering

From: DFAT

Contact No: S 22

RE: Senate Estimates — DFAT role of Abbot on Board of Trade (Frances Adamson wants to
know when and who). Can you please give John a call and discuss.

Regards
s22
s22

s22

International Division

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
p.S 22

m.S 22

e.S 22

One National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600
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From: s 22

To: s 22

Cc: Goldie, Darren; s 22

Subject: Fwd: QoNs 0094-0102 - Request to move to International Division ™ e e e —
Date: Wednesday, 28 October 2020 8:38:51 AM

s 22

Could you have a look at the Abbott QoN please?

Thanks

s22

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: S 22

Date: 28 October 2020 at 8:22:10 am AEDT

To: s 22 . s22
s22 s 22 '

s22 ’

Cc: "Brazier, Roderick" <Roderick.Brazier@pmec.gov.au>
Subject: FW: QoNs 0094-0102 - Request to move to International

Division =il

His 22

An early indication of the QoNs we may be receiving through the system re
s22 and Abbott.

The Abbott one | thought Stephanie read onto the record? When the official
transcript is released we can check.

Cheers
s 22

From: Senate Estimates <Senate.Estimates@pmc.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 27 October 2020 3:30 PM

To: Senate Estimates <Senate.Estimates@pmc.gov.au>; S 22
s 22

Subject: RE: QoNs 0094-0102 - Request to move to International Division

e el i

Good afternoon International Division






Thank you

Parliamentary | Ministerial and Parliamentary Support Branch
Ministerial Support Division | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

p.
e S22 | wuw domc govau |

From: Senate Estimates <Senate.Estimates@pmc.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 27 October 2020 3:17 PM

To:S220

Cc: Senate Estimates <Senate.Estimates@pmc.gov.au>
Subject: QoNs 0094-0100 - Request to move to International Division

i A A L A AR A A B

Good afternoon International Division

Can you please confirm that you are willing accept responsibility for responding to
the following Questions on Notice taken at Budget Estimates on 20 October 2020.



s 47E(d)

0094

The
Department
of the
Prime
Minister
and Cabinet

National
Security
Division

Wong

United Kingdom
— Australia Fair
Trade
Agreement

Senator
WONG: .... Mr
Abbott says
he'll be
providing
advice to the
UK government
on its post-
Brexit trade
deals. Is PM&C
aware as to
whether this
would include
the UK-
Australia FTA?
Ms Millar: The
advice that
we've received
from the
Department of
Foreign Affairs
and Trade—
and, in fact,
through the UK
government's
Department for
International
Trade—was
that advisers to
the Board of
Trade have no
direct role in
striking trade
deals.

Senator
WONG: When
did you seek
this advice?
Ms Millar:
Actually,
Senator, I'm not
aware. My
briefing says
this, and | did
ask.

Senator
WONG: I'd like
to know why it
was sought and
when it was
sought.

Ms Millar: We
can take that on

Hansard,
20
October
2020,
page 94




notice for you.




Kind regards

spondence and Briefs (MCaB) | Ministerial and Parliamentary Support Branch

Ministerial Supp f the Prime Minister and Cabinet
arton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600
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From: s 22

To: s 22

Ca: Goldie, Darren; s 22 ;822 ;822 ;822

Subject: FW: FOR ACTION Draft Index of Questions on notice - Budget Estimates hearing 20 October 2020
— G —

Date:

Attachments:

s 22
thanks very much for coordinating the Budget estimates follow-up.

as discussed, three questions below for A&E.S 22
s 22

s22

many thanks

s 22
0092 | The PMO Wong | Mr Abbott’s Senator WONG: ... Senator
Department visit to the Cormann, can you tell me
of the Prime United whether the PMO provided
Minister and Kingdom and | any assistance or
Cabinet Europe facilitation to Mr Abbott in
relation to his recent visit
to the UK and Europe?
Senator Cormann: Not
that I'm aware, but I'd have
to take that on notice.
0093 | The PMO Wong | Mr Abbott’s Senator WONG: Is the
Department nomination PMO aware of his
of the Prime to Boards of | appointment to the UK
Minister and Trade Board of Trade?
Cabinet Senator Cormann: I've

obviously read about it in
the media and I'm sure so
has the PMO.

Senator WONG: Did he
have any discussion with
the Prime Minister or the
Prime Minister's staff
about—

Senator Cormann: Not
that I'm aware, but—
Senator WONG: about his
intent to nominate for
another country's board of
trade?

Senator Cormann: Not
that I'm aware.

Senator WONG: Can you
take that on notice?
Senator Cormann: Sure.




Clearly, Mr Abbott is an
individual in the same way
Ms Gillard, Mr Rudd and
Mr Howard are individuals,
who, of course, are quite
entitled to pursue
opportunities in their
private life after they have
left the department. I'm
not quite sure what sort of
possible responsibilities
you believe are relevant
here in terms of Prime
Minister Morrison.
Senator WONG: | just
wondered if he'd told him,
and if so—

Senator Cormann: As | say,
I'm not aware. I'm not sure
that it's—

Senator WONG: I've just
asked you to take it on
notice.




Sent: Thursday, 29 October 2020 10:01 AM
To:s 22

s 22

s 22

s 22

Cc: s 47E(d)

Subject: FOR ACTION Draft Index of Questions on notice - Budget Estimates hearing 20 October
2020 [SEC=0OFFICIAL]

Dear Colleagues

Attached is the current draft version of the Index of Questions on Notice (QoNs) from the Budget
Estimates hearings held on Tuesday, 20 October 2020. Please advise by COB 30 October 2020 to
s 47E(d) , if you consider:

e any of the questions were answered during the hearing/s and should be removed from
the index

e if there are any questions missing.

Please note, Senators can continue to submit written QoNs. S 47E(d)

s 47E(d) Please also note, questions taken on notice at the hearing are unable
to be transferred to another department or agency. Written questions are able to be
transferred.

Any questions about the Senate Estimates QoNs process can be directed to the Senate Estimates
team at S 47E(d)

Thanks,
Jarrod

Jarrod McAlister | A/g Assistant Secretary
Ministerial & Parliamentary Support Branch

Ministerial Support Division | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
ps 22 | mS 22
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Department or Agency Division Senator Broad Topic Question HaITSV\jlrri(tjtsﬁ go. or Date Rec'd Date Tabled

The Department of Mr Abbott’s visit to the | Senator WONG: ... Senator Cormann, can you tell me whether the PMO provided any assistance | Hansard, 20
the Prime Minister United Kingdom and or facilitation to Mr Abbott in relation to his recent visit to the UK and Europe? October 2020,
and Cabinet Europe Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware, but I'd have to take that on notice. page 94
The Department of Mr Abbott’s Senator WONG: Is the PMO aware of his appointment to the UK Board of Trade? Hansard, 20
the Prime Minister nomination to Boards of | Senator Cormann: I've obviously read about it in the media and I'm sure so has the PMO. October 2020,
and Cabinet Trade Senator WONG: Did he have any discussion with the Prime Minister or the Prime Minister's staff | page 94

about—

Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware, but—

Senator WONG: about his intent to nominate for another country's board of trade?

Page 22 of 34




Department or Agency

The Department of
the Prime Minister
and Cabinet

International

FINANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BUDGET ESTIMATES 2020-21
PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET PORTFOLIO

. . Hansard p. no. or Y

Advice regarding trade
deals

Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware.

Senator WONG: Can you take that on notice?

Senator Cormann: Sure. Clearly, Mr Abbott is an individual in the same way Ms Gillard, Mr
Rudd and Mr Howard are individuals, who, of course, are quite entitled to pursue opportunities in
their private life after they have left the department. I'm not quite sure what sort of possible
responsibilities you believe are relevant here in terms of Prime Minister Morrison.

Senator WONG: I just wondered if he'd told him, and if so—

Senator Cormann: As I say, I'm not aware. I'm not sure that it's—

Senator WONG: I've just asked you to take it on notice.

Senator WONG: .... Mr Abbott says he'll be providing advice to the UK government on its post-
Brexit trade deals. Is PM&C aware as to whether this would include the UK-Australia FTA?

Ms Millar: The advice that we've received from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade—
and, in fact, through the UK government's Department for International Trade—was that advisers
to the Board of Trade have no direct role in striking trade deals.

Senator WONG: When did you seek this advice?

Ms Millar: Actually, Senator, I'm not aware. My briefing says this, and I did ask.

Senator WONG: I'd like to know why it was sought and when it was sought.

Ms Millar: We can take that on notice for you.

Hansard, 20
October 2020,
page 94
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From:
To: ; ;
Cc: Goldie, Darren; ; ; ;
Subject: RE: FOR ACTION Draft Index of Questions on notice - Budget Estimates hearing 20 October 2020
W
Date: Thursday, 29 October 2020 1:58:56 PM
—_—rrrerae—

thanks-
From:$2201

Sent: Thursday, 29 October 2020 1:29 PM
To:s2 . s2Z

Cc: Goldie, Darren <Darren.Goldie@pmc.gov.au>;_

Subject: RE: FOR ACTION Draft Index of Questions on notice - Budget Estimates hearing 20
October 2020 ST Eyr—

Thanks$22

_-'_

Ideally if we could have all these ready to run past Rod late next week that would be great.

Cheers
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Question on notice no. 1887

Senator Timothy Ayres: asked the Minister representing the Prime Minister on 3
September 2020—

With reference to the candidacy of former Prime Minister, Mr Tony Abbott, for the
role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of Trade:

1. Have any discussions taken place between representatives of the Australian
Government and the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy in advance of
the announcement of the appointment; if so, when and with whom did the
discussions take place.

2. Has the Prime Minister made any representations to the UK Government about
Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how many occasions, when and by
whom were representations made.

3. Has the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet made any representations
to the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how
many occasions, when and by whom were they made.

4. Have any Australian Government resources been applied to support Mr Abbott's
candidacy for the role; if so, what resources have been applied and what has been
the total cost of supporting Mr Abbott's candidacy.
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Questions on Notice Summary: October 2020
2020

 Number |  Queston Response as submitted




s22

Tony Abbott’s appointment to the UK Government’s Board of Trade (4 September)

1887

1. Have any discussions taken place between
representatives of the Australian Government and the UK
Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy in advance of the
announcement of the appointment; if so, when and with
whom did the discussions take place.

2. Has the Prime Minister made any representations to the
UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if
so, on how many occasions, when and by whom were
representations made.

3. Has the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
made any representations to the UK Government about Mr
Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how many
occasions, when and by whom were they made.

4. Have any Australian Government resources been applied
to support Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, what
resources have been applied and what has been the total

cost of supporting Mr Abbott's candidacy.

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet is not aware of any
discussions, representations or resources in support of the candidacy of former
Prime Minister, the Hon Tony Abbott for the role of Joint President of the
United Kingdom Board of Trade.

Appointments to the United Kingdom Board of Trade are a matter for the

government of the United Kingdom.
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Timeline of key events and decisions

(Blue entries = PM&C action)




Tony Abbott Timeline




s 22

4 September 2020

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended Mr Abbott’s
appointment at a press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) was
“elected by the people of the great liberal democratic nation of
Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he “can’t be
expected” to agree with the views of all people working for the
UK Government.

4 September 2020

Prominent UK actor Sir lan McKellen released an open letter
against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling on Britain’s
arts community and environment and equality activists to
support and sign it.

4 September 2020

The UK Government officially announced Mr Abbott’s
appointment as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with 15
other appointments.

3 September 2020

UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “I| don’t think he
(Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC interview.

3 September 2020

Mr Abbott met with UK Home Secretary Priti Patel.

3 September 2020

PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from Senator
Timothy Ayres asking about Australian Government
involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A response is
currently being prepared.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence at an
inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening Multilateral
Organisations”.

1 September 2020

s 22

27 September 2020

Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy
Exchange, a UK thinktank — titled “Australia and the
Coronavirus Crisis”.

The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’'s proposed appointment,
including independent MP Zali Steggall, and Greens leader
Adam Bandt, who called for Mr Abbott’s parliamentary pension
to be “stripped”. The report noted at the time of filing that Mr
Abbott was in ltaly and was returning to London to give a
keynote speech.

26 August 2020

26 August 2020

The Prime Minister was asked in a media conference about
reports of Mr Abbott’s appointment. The Prime Minister
responded “A good hire! | think that's a good hire!” s 22

s22

The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Abbott and UK
Trade Secretary Liz Truss had breakfast together in London on

S —




T —

25 August 2020, reportedly “to confirm his new role advising
the British Trade Board”.

26 August 2020 The Sun newspaper reported that Mr Abbott had been
appointed as the “co-president” of the UK’s Board of Trade.

25 August 2020 [Not public] The High Commissioner to London hosted a
breakfast attended by Mr Abbott and UK Trade Secretary Liz
Truss.

23 August 2020

Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open golf
tournament.







The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry,
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the
development of an independent trade policy. In the official media release announcing
the Board appointments, the Department of International Trade noted that advisers to
the Board will have no direct role in striking trade deals.

Timeline
Date Action
s 22
2 October 2020 PM&C responded to the 7 September FOI request with a
“no documents” decision.
s22

14 September 2020 ‘ [To be updated prior to Estimates hearing] The scope of
the 7 September FOI request to PM&C/DFAT was further

refined to apply only to any correspondence from
1 January 2020 onwards.

s 22

s22

7 September 2020 [Will be updated prior to Estimates hearing] PM&C and
DFAT received an FOI request, seeking any
correspondence between Mr Abbott and PM&C/DFAT
regarding the proposed UK Board of Trade role. Darren
Goldie, Assistant Secretary, Global Interests Branch, is
the delegate for this request.

5 September 2020 Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a




constructive role facilitating new trade deals between
Britain and other countries, including Australia.”

4 September 2020

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended Mr Abbott’s
appointment at a press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott)
was “elected by the people of the great liberal democratic
nation of Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he
“can’t be expected” to agree with the views of all people
working for the UK Government.

4 September 2020

Prominent UK actor Sir lan McKellen released an open
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality
activists to support and sign it.

4 September 2020

The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with 15 other
appointments. The official media release notes that
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in
striking trade deals.

3 September 2020

UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “l don’t think
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC
interview.

3 September 2020

Mr Abbott met with UK Home Secretary Priti Patel.

3 September 2020

PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A
response was finalised on 7 October.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening
Multilateral Organisations”.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy
Exchange, a UK thinktank — titled “Australia and the
Coronavirus Crisis”.

27 August 2020

In an interview with ABC radio, Senator the Hon Marise
Payne, Minister for Foreign Affairs, said that Mr Abbott
would be required to comply with Australia’s foreign




influence legislation if he was officially appointed to the
advisory role.

27 August 2020

The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment,
including independent MP Zali Steggall and Greens
leader Adam Bandt, who called for Mr Abbott’s
parliamentary pension to be “stripped”. The report noted
at the time of filing that Mr Abbott was in Italy and was
returning to London to give a keynote speech.

26 August 2020

The Prime Minister was asked in a media conference
about reports of Mr Abbott’s appointment. The Prime
Minister responded “A good hire! | think that’s a good
hire!” s 22

26 August 2020

The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Abbott and
UK Secretary of State from International Trade Liz Truss
had breakfast together in London on 25 August 2020,
reportedly “to confirm his new role advising the British
Trade Board”. 8 22

The article reported a Government spokesman
(unidentified) as saying “the Australian Government was
not made aware of the appointment until they read about
it in the British press”.

26 August 2020

The Sun newspaper reported that Tony Abbott had been
appointed as the “co-president” of the UK’s Board of
Trade.

25 August 2020

[Post’s hosting of breakfast not public] The High
Commissioner to London hosted a breakfast attended by
Mr Abbott and UK Secretary of State for International
Trade Liz Truss.

23 August 2020

Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open
golf tournament.

Rod Brazier International Division s22 s22

First Assistant Secretary

s 22 Global Interests Branch s22

Consultation Attorney-General’s Department of Home Affairs | DFAT (including
Department London Post)




Key Documents

Attachment A

Attachment B

Attachment C

Attachment D

Attachment E

“Tony Abbott’'s appointment to Britain’s Board of Trade prompts
guestions from Labor party about foreign interference”, ABC
News, 5 September 2020

Statement from the Hon Tony Abbott AC on appointment to the
UK Board of Trade, 5 September 2020

“Government announces new Board of Trade”, UK Government
press release, 4 September 2020

Mr Abbott’s evidence to the UK Foreign Affairs Committee
inquiry into “The UK’s role in strengthening multilateral
organisations”, 1 September 2020

“Abbott’s new British trade role called into question as gig
exposes European jaunt”, Sydney Morning Herald,

27 August 2020



Document 37

Background

The Hon Tony Abbott

Former PM Tony Abbott was appointed as an adviser to the UK's Board of Trade on 4 September
2020. The unpaid role which involves promoting UK trade interests to other countries attracted
criticism and questioning of his suitability to the role due to previous comments by Mr Abbott about
women, LGBTQ rights and climate change.

VERSION AT: 30/11/2020 11:00 AM

PROTECTED CABINET
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International Division

Key issues:

Issue Page Number

| 5. UK trade appointment (Tony Abbott) |18







Timeline

Date

Action

2 October 2020

14 September 2020

7 September 2020

PM&C responded to the 7 September 2020 FOI request
with a “no documents” decision.

[To be updated prior to Estimates hearing] The scope of
the 7 September 2020 FOI request to PM&C/ The
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) was
further refined to apply only to any correspondence from
1 January 2020 onwards.

[Will be updated prior to Estimates hearing] PM&C and
DFAT received an FOI request, seeking any
correspondence between Mr Abbott and PM&C/DFAT
regarding the proposed UK Board of Trade role. Darren
Goldie, Assistant Secretary, Global Interests Branch, is
the delegate for this request.

5 September 2020

Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a
constructive role facilitating new trade deals between
Britain and other countries, including Australia.”

20



4 September 2020

The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,

Mr Boris Johnson, defended Mr Abbott’s appointment at a
press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) was “elected by
the people of the great liberal democratic nation of
Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he “can’t be
expected” to agree with the views of all people working
for the UK Government.

4 September 2020

Prominent UK actor Sir lan McKellen released an open
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality
activists to support and sign it.

4 September 2020

The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with fifteen
other appointments. The official media release notes that
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in
striking trade deals.

3 September 2020

UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “l don’t think
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC
interview.

3 September 2020

Mr Abbott met with the United Kingdom Secretary of
State for the Home Department, the Rt Hon Priti Patel
MP.

3 September 2020

PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A
response was finalised on 7 October 2020.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening
Multilateral Organisations”.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy
Exchange, a UK thinktank — titled “Australia and the
Coronavirus Crisis”.

27 August 2020

In an interview with ABC radio, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, said that Mr Abbott would be required to comply
with Australia’s foreign influence legislation if he was
officially appointed to the advisory role.

27 August 2020

The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment,
including independent MP, Ms Zali Steggall OAM, MP
and Leader of the Australian Greens, Mr Adam Bandt
MP, who called for Mr Abbott’s parliamentary pension to
be “stripped”. The report noted at the time of filing that Mr
Abbott was in Italy and was returning to London to give a
keynote speech.

21



26 August 2020

26 August 2020

The Prime Minister was asked in a media conference
about reports of Mr Abbott’s appointment. The Prime
Minister responded “A good hire! | think that’s a good
hirel”s 22

s 22

The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Abbott and
the United Kingdom Secretary of State for International
Trade, the Rt Hon Elizabeth Turss MP, had breakfast
together in London on 25 August 2020, reportedly “to
cczngfirm his new role advising the British Trade Board” $ 22
S

= The article
reported a Government spokesman (unidentified) as
saying “the Australian Government was not made aware
of the appointment until they read about it in the British
press”.

26 August 2020

The Sun newspaper reported that Tony Abbott had been
appointed as the “co-president” of the UK’s Board of
Trade.

25 August 2020

[Post’s hosting of breakfast not public] The High
Commissioner to London hosted a breakfast attended by
Mr Abbott and the UK Secretary of State for International
Trade.

23 August 2020

Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open
golf tournament.

Rod Brazier

First Assistant Secretary

International Division 522 522

s22

Global Interests Branch 522

Consultation

Attorney-General’s
Department

Department of Home Affairs

DFAT (including
London Post)

22
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International Division

Key issues:

Issue Page Number

| 5. UK trade appointment (Tony Abbott) | 20




Background

UK Board of Trade role

The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry,
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the
development of an independent trade policy. In the official media release announcing
the Board appointments, the Department of International Trade noted that advisers to
the Board will have no direct role in striking trade deals.

Timeline
Date Action
2 October 2020 PM&C responded to the 7 September 2020 FOI request
with a “no documents” decision.
s 22

14 September 2020 [To be updated prior to Estimates hearing] The scope of
the 7 September 2020 FOI request to PM&C/ The
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) was
further refined to apply only to any correspondence from

1 January 2020 onwards.
s 22

s 22

7 September 2020 [Will be updated prior to Estimates hearing] PM&C and
DFAT received an FOI request, seeking any
correspondence between Mr Abbott and PM&C/DFAT
regarding the proposed UK Board of Trade role.
Darren Goldie, Assistant Secretary, Global Interests
Branch, is the delegate for this request.

22



5 September 2020

s 22

4 September 2020

Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a
constructive role facilitating new trade deals between
Britain and other countries, including Australia.”

The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,

Mr Boris Johnson, defended Mr Abbott’s appointment at a
press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) was “elected by
the people of the great liberal democratic nation of
Australia”, which “speaks for itself’. He said he “can’t be
expected” to agree with the views of all people working
for the UK Government.

4 September 2020

Prominent UK actor Sir lan McKellen released an open
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality
activists to support and sign it.

4 September 2020

The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with fifteen
other appointments. The official media release notes that
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in
striking trade deals.

3 September 2020

UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “I don’t think
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC
interview.

3 September 2020

Mr Abbott met with the United Kingdom Secretary of
State for the Home Department, the Rt Hon Priti Patel
MP.

3 September 2020

PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A
response was finalised on 7 October 2020.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening
Multilateral Organisations”.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy
Exchange, a UK thinktank — titled “Australia and the
Coronavirus Crisis”.

23



s 22

27 August 2020

The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment,
including independent MP, Ms Zali Steggall OAM, MP
and Leader of the Australian Greens, Mr Adam Bandt
MP, who called for Mr Abbott’s parliamentary pension to
be “stripped”. The report noted at the time of filing that Mr
Abbott was in Italy and was returning to London to give a
keynote speech.

26 August 2020

26 August 2020

The Prime Minister was asked in a media conference
about reports of Mr Abbott’s appointment. The
Prime Minister responded “A good hire! | think that’s a

good hire!” $22
s 22

The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Abbott and
the United Kingdom Secretary of State for International
Trade, the Rt Hon Elizabeth Turss MP, had breakfast
together in London on 25 August 2020, reportedly “to
confirm his new role advising the British Trade Board”.S 22
s22 ed
522 The article
reported a Government spokesman (unidentified) as
saying “the Australian Government was not made aware
of the appointment until they read about it in the British
press”.

26 August 2020

The Sun newspaper reported that Tony Abbott had been
appointed as the “co-president” of the UK’s Board of
Trade.

25 August 2020

[Post’s hosting of breakfast not public] The High
Commissioner to London hosted a breakfast attended by
Mr Abbott and the UK Secretary of State for International
Trade.

23 August 2020

Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open
golf tournament.
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Document 40

Background

UK Board of Trade role

The Hon Tony Abbott AC, former Prime Minister, was appointed as an adviser to the
UK’s Board of Trade on 4 September 2020.

The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry,
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the
development of an independent trade policy.

In the official media release announcing the Board appointments, the Department of
International Trade noted that advisers to the Board will have no direct role in striking
trade deals.

i
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Tony Abbott Timeline

5 September 2020 Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a
constructive role facilitating new trade deals between
Britain and other countries, including Australia.”
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4 September 2020

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended Mr Abbott’s
appointment at a press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott)
was “elected by the people of the great liberal democratic
nation of Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he
“can’t be expected” to agree with the views of all people
working for the UK Government.

4 September 2020

Prominent UK actor Sir lan McKellen released an open
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality
activists to support and sign it.

4 September 2020

The UK Government officially announced Mr Abbott’s
appointment as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along
with 15 other appointments. The official media release
notes that advisers appointed to the Board will have no
direct role in striking trade deals.

3 September 2020

UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “| don’t think
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC
interview.

3 September 2020

Mr Abbott met with UK Home Secretary Priti Patel.

3 September 2020

PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A
response was finalised on 6 October.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening
Multilateral Organisations”.

1 September 2020

s22

27 August 2020

Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy
Exchange, a UK thinktank — titled “Australia and the
Coronavirus Crisis”.

The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment,
including independent MP Zali Steggall, and Greens
leader Adam Bandt, who called for Mr Abbott’s
parliamentary pension to be “stripped”. The report noted
at the time of filing that Mr Abbott was in Italy and was
returning to London to give a keynote speech.

26 August 2020

The Prime Minister was asked in a media conference
about reports of Mr Abbott’s appointment. The Prime
Minister responded “A good hire! | think that’s a good
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The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Abbott and
UK Secretary of State for International Trade Liz Truss
had breakfast together in London on 25 August 2020,
reportedly “to confirm his new role advising the British
Trade Board” $ 22

s22

The article reported a Government spokesman
(unidentified) as saying “the Australian Government was
not made aware of the appointment until they read about
it in the British press”.

26 August 2020

The Sun newspaper reported that Mr Abbott had been
appointed as the “co-president” of the UK’s Board of
Trade.

25 August 2020

[Post’s hosting of breakfast not public] The High
Commissioner to London hosted a breakfast attended by
Mr Abbott and UK Trade Secretary Liz Truss.

23 August 2020

Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open

golf tournament.
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Background

UK Board of Trade role

The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry,
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the
development of an independent trade policy. In the official media release announcing
the Board appointments, the Department of International Trade noted that advisers to
the Board will have no direct role in striking trade deals.




Timeline

Date Action
2 October 2020 PM&C responded to the 7 September 2020 FOI request
with a “no documents” decision.

14 September 2020 [To be updated prior to Estimates hearing] The scope of
the 7 September 2020 FOI request to PM&C/ The
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) was
further refined to apply only to any correspondence from

7 September 2020 [Will be updated prior to Estimates hearing] PM&C and
DFAT received an FOI request, seeking any
correspondence between Mr Abbott and PM&C/DFAT
regarding the proposed UK Board of Trade role. Darren
Goldie, Assistant Secretary, Global Interests Branch, is
the delegate for this request.

5 September 2020 Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a
constructive role facilitating new trade deals between
Britain and other countries, including Australia.”
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4 September 2020

The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,

Mr Boris Johnson, defended Mr Abbott’s appointment at a
press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) was “elected by
the people of the great liberal democratic nation of
Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he “can’t be
expected” to agree with the views of all people working
for the UK Government.

4 September 2020

Prominent UK actor Sir lan McKellen released an open
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality
activists to support and sign it.

4 September 2020

The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with fifteen
other appointments. The official media release notes that
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in
striking trade deals.

3 September 2020

UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “l don’t think
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC
interview.

3 September 2020

Mr Abbott met with the United Kingdom Secretary of
State for the Home Department, the Rt Hon Priti Patel
MP.

3 September 2020

PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A
response was finalised on 7 October 2020.

1 September 2020

Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening
Multilateral Organisations”.

1 September 2020
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27 August 2020

Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy
Exchange, a UK thinktank — titled “Australia and the
Coronavirus Crisis”.

The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment,
including independent MP, Ms Zali Steggall OAM, MP
and Leader of the Australian Greens, Mr Adam Bandt
MP, who called for Mr Abbott’s parliamentary pension to
be “stripped”. The report noted at the time of filing that Mr
Abbott was in Italy and was returning to London to give a
keynote speech.
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26 August 2020

26 August 2020

The Prime Minister was asked in a media conference
about reports of Mr Abbott’s appointment. The Prime
Minister responded “A good hire! | think that’s a good
hirel”s 22
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The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Mr Abbott and
the United Kingdom Secretary of State for International
Trade, the Rt Hon Elizabeth Turss MP, had breakfast
together in London on 25 August 2020, reportedly “to
cczngfirm his new role advising the British Trade Board”.® =
S

= The article
reported a Government spokesman (unidentified) as
saying “the Australian Government was not made aware
of the appointment until they read about it in the British
press”.

26 August 2020

The Sun newspaper reported that Tony Abbott had been
appointed as the “co-president” of the UK’s Board of
Trade.

25 August 2020

[Post’s hosting of breakfast not public] The High
Commissioner to London hosted a breakfast attended by
Mr Abbott and the UK Secretary of State for International
Trade.

23 August 2020

Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open
golf tournament.
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