


If asked: There are reports in the UK media this week that former Prime Minister Tony
Abbott has been appointed to a role in the UK's Board of Trade. Can you confirm that
this reporting is correct? Is this a conflict of interest?
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My understanding is that the UK government is yet to publicly conform their
appointment to their board of trade.

These appointments are a matter for the UK government
If Mr Abbott is appoined to the UK Board of Trade, I reiterate Prime Minister
Morrison's statement yesterday morning that the appointment will be a "good hire"
for the UK Government.
Until the appoint is confirmed, there is little point in speculating about a possible
conflict of interest

I am confident Mr Abbott would ensure that any current employment does not
conflict with his former role in the Australian Government.
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Media Interest

On 27 August, Australian Foreign Minister, the Hon Marise Payne, was interviewed on
ABC Radio and questioned on the UK’s possible appointment of former Prime Minister
Tony Abbott to the UK Board of Trade. Minister Payne state that Mr Abbott would have
been given an exemption to travel to the UK via “the appropriate application process”
and noted he would be required to comply with Australia’s foreign interference
legisliation.

On 26 August, the UK Sun newspaper reported that Mr Abbott was set to be appointed
joint President of the relaunched British Board of Trade. The role will involve
‘championing exports and inward and outward investment’ and ‘drumming up deals for
Britain around the world.’ Media commentary on on the story suggests that there are some
inaccuracies in the Sun article, and that Mr Abbott would instead have an advisory role on
the Board. The British High Commission stated that reports were “premature.” The UK
Shadow International Trade Secretary, Emily Thornbury, called the decision a “absolutely
staggering appointment” and it was also criticised by former Australian High
Commissioner to the UK Mike Rann. The story was republished across Australian news
media outlets, including in the Australian, AFR, ABC News, all of whom referenced Mr
Abbott’s public support for the UK’s withdrawal after the Brexit vote. SBS News also
stated that “questions have now been raised” as to whether Mr Abbott would have to
register as an agent of foreign influence under Australia’s transparency laws.
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; Kevin Magee
<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>; 

; 
Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED
 
Hi 
 
For your visibility, see attached our proposed draft answer for this QoN, before we move it to
SES clearance. Is our answer for Q1 still consistent with your drafted QoN answers, as well as Q4
on expenses?
 
Regards

 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 10 September 2020 10:26 AM
To:  ;

Cc:  ; 
; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth

Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;  ; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED

Indeed.
 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 10 September 2020 10:24 AM
To:  ; 

Cc:  ; zz [External]
; Kevin Magee

<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>; 
; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED
 
Thanks . We’re also turning our minds to possible estimates briefing.
 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 10 September 2020 10:10 AM
To:  ; 
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Cc:  ; 
; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth

Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;  ; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]

PROTECTED

Hi  , I had a chat with Lauren Barrons and she emailed some more information and contact
details for someone in IPEA. I’ll call her today and let you know the outcome.

From: 
Sent: Thursday, 10 September 2020 9:55 AM
To:  ; 

Cc:  ; zz [External]
; Kevin Magee

<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>; 
; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]

PROTECTED

Hi 

. Wanted to check in on this issue – was
Finance able to help?

From: 
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 3:01 PM
To:  ; 

Cc:  ; 
; 'Kevin Magee' <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; 'Elisabeth

Bowes' <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;  ; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC PROTECTED]

PROTECTED

Hi  – attached for info is the FOI request we received (directed to DFAT also, assume you
will see in due course).

Also a link to the IPEA for background. https://www.ipea.gov.au/fpe/full-
report/Abbott/Tony/Former%20Prime%20Minister/2020-01-01
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From:   
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 2:57 PM
To:   

Cc:  ; 
< ; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth
Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;  ; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED
 
Hi 
 
As discussed – we checked with Ministerial and Parliamentary Support Branch here for a contact
at the IPEA. The switch is 02 6215 3000 or enquiries@ipea.gov.au.  Alternatively you could go
directly to Lauren Barons, Assistant Secretary, DoF –  or
lauren.barons@finance.gov.au and she should be able to guide you further.
 

 
 

From:   
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 2:41 PM
To:  ; 

Cc:  ; 
; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth

Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;  ; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED

No, we haven’t.  Should we?
 

From:   
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 2:14 PM
To:  ; 

Cc:  ; zz [External]
; Kevin Magee

<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>; 
; 
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Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED
 
Hi 
 
Quick question – did you consult the Independent Parliamentary Expenses Authority on your
answer to Q4? (former PMs’ expenditure)
 
Thanks

 
 
 

From:   
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 1:58 PM
To:  ; 

Cc:  ; 
; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth

Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;  ; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED
 
Hi 
 
The response hasn’t been cleared yet but the current draft is 

Understand PM&C has received an FOI request today also.
 
Thanks

 

From:   
Sent: Monday, 7 September 2020 12:38 PM
To:   

Cc:  ; 
; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth

Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;  ; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]
 

PROTECTED

Hi   and 
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OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Hi 
 
Just to clarify, is PM&C handling questions 2 and 3?
 
We can certainly check with Post about questions 1 and 3. There were no discussions that I’m
aware of in Canberra.
 

 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 5:01 PM
To: 
Cc:  ; 

; zz [External]

Subject: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
 

OFFICIAL:Sensitive
 
Hi 
 
We’d be grateful for DFAT’s assistance with answers for attached Question on Notice that we
received today, specifically on questions 1 and 4. Grateful if you could also consult London Post
on this.
 
Would you be able to get back to me by cob Monday (7 September)? Let me know if this is OK.
 
Regards

 

Adviser | Americas and Europe      
International Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
p. 
e.  | www.pmc.gov.au
 

______________________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT: This message, and any attachments to it, contains information 
that is confidential and may also be the subject of legal professional or 
other privilege. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
must not review, copy, disseminate or disclose its contents to any other 
party or take action in reliance of any material contained within it. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by 
return email informing them of the mistake and delete all copies of the 
message from your computer system. 
______________________________________________________________________
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Background 
 
UK Board of Trade role 
 
The Hon Tony Abbott, former Prime Minister, was officially appointed as an adviser to 
the UK’s Board of Trade on 4 September 2020. 
The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and 
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role 
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a 
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry, 
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the 
development of an independent trade policy. 
There has been widespread media coverage in the UK and Australia regarding Mr 
Abbott’s appointment, with high interest from media outlets, politicians and 
commentators. 
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25 August 2020 The High Commissioner to London hosted a breakfast 
attended by Tony Abbott and UK Trade Secretary Liz 
Truss. 

23 August 2020 Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open 
golf tournament. 

 
Rod Brazier 
First Assistant Secretary 

International Division <Office Phone> <Mobile Phone> 

 Global Interests Branch  
 

Consultation Attorney-General’s 
Department 

Department of Home Affairs  
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Hi 
Just forwarding this to you as well in case  is not in the office today.
Regards

From:  
Sent: Monday, 21 September 2020 10:11 AM
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]

PROTECTED
Hi 
Just checking in on your QoN progress - did your Dep Sec clear it?
Regards

From:  
Sent: Monday, 14 September 2020 5:17 PM
To: ; 

; Goldie, Darren <Darren.Goldie@pmc.gov.au>
Cc: ; Kevin Magee
<Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>; 

; ; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC=PROTECTED]
PROTECTED

Many thanks for the update . Yes please let us know when it’s cleared.

From:  
Sent: Monday, 14 September 2020 4:12 PM
To: ; 

Cc: ; 
; Kevin Magee <Kevin.Magee@dfat.gov.au>; Elisabeth

Bowes <Elisabeth.Bowes@dfat.gov.au>;  
; 

Subject: RE: Request for assistance/input: Question on notice [SEC PROTECTED]

PROTECTED

Hi 
DFAT has received two FOI request. The first is focused on any assistance etc Mr Abbot may have
received in relation to the position with the UK Board of Trade (same as the one you shared with
us):
“Specifically, we seek any correspondence (electronic or otherwise) between Tony Abbott
and DFAT/PM&C regarding his consideration of, and subsequent acceptance, of a role as
a UK trade adviser.”
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Background 
 
UK Board of Trade role 
 
The Hon Tony Abbott, former Prime Minister, was officially appointed as an adviser to 
the UK’s Board of Trade on 4 September 2020. 
The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and 
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role 
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a 
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry, 
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the 
development of an independent trade policy. 
There has been widespread media coverage in the UK and Australia regarding Mr 
Abbott’s appointment, with high interest from media outlets, politicians and 
commentators. 
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Timeline 
 
Date Action 

14 September 2020 The scope of the 7 September FOI request to 
PM&C/DFAT is further refined to apply only to any 
correspondence from 1 Janaury 2020 onwards. 

7 September 2020 PM&C and DFAT receive an FOI request from
 at , seeking any correspondence 

between Tony Abbott and PM&C/DFAT regarding the 
proposed role. 

4 September 2020 UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended Mr Abbott’s 
appointment at a press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) 
was “elected by the people of the great liberal democratic 
nation of Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he 
“can’t be expected” to agree with the views of all people 
working for the UK Government. 

4 September 2020 Prominent UK actor Sir Ian McKellen released an open 
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling 
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality 
activists to support and sign it. 
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25 August 2020 [Not public] The High Commissioner to London hosted a 
breakfast attended by Tony Abbott and UK Trade 
Secretary Liz Truss. 

23 August 2020 Mr Abbott was photographed attending the Wales Open 
golf tournament. 

 
Rod Brazier 
First Assistant Secretary 

International Division XXXX 04XX XXX XXX 

 Global Interests Branch  
 

Consultation Attorney-General’s 
Department 

Department of Home Affairs DFAT 

 
Key Documents 
  
Attachment A  “Tony Abbott’s appointment to Britain’s Board of Trade prompts 

questions from Labor party about foreign interference”, ABC 
News, 5 September 2020  

Attachment B  “Government announces new Board of Trade”, UK Government 
press release, 4 September 2020 

Attachment C  Mr Abbott’s evidence to the UK Foreign Affairs Committee 
inquiry into “The UK’s role in strengthening multilateral 
organisations”, 1 September 2020 

Attachment D  “Abbott’s new British trade role called into question as gig 
exposes European jaunt”, Sydney Morning Herald,  
27 August 2020 
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Yep, thanks 
 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 1:43 PM
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: FOR ACTION - new Parliamentary Question on Notice 1887 - United Kingdom Board
of Trade Joint President candidacy [SEC=OFFICIAL]
 

OFFICIAL
 
Hi 
 
Just wanted to double check that your team would handle this one?
 
Cheers

 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 1:22 PM
To: 
Subject: FW: FOR ACTION - new Parliamentary Question on Notice 1887 - United Kingdom Board
of Trade Joint President candidacy [SEC=OFFICIAL]
 

OFFICIAL
 
 
 

From: Questions on Notice <QON@pmc.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 3 September 2020 12:54 PM
To: Brazier, Roderick <Roderick.Brazier@pmc.gov.au>; Goldie, Darren
<Darren.Goldie@pmc.gov.au>
Cc: Questions on Notice <QON@pmc.gov.au>; 

; MacDowell, Brendan <Brendan.MacDowell@pmc.gov.au>;
Foster, Stephanie <Stephanie.Foster@pmc.gov.au>; DLO <dlo@pm.gov.au>; DLO Morton
<DLOMorton@pmc.gov.au>;  ; Pullen, Victoria
<Victoria.Pullen@pmc.gov.au>;  ; 

; Millar, Caroline <Caroline.Millar@pmc.gov.au>; 

Subject: FOR ACTION - new Parliamentary Question on Notice 1887 - United Kingdom Board of
Trade Joint President candidacy [SEC=OFFICIAL]
 

OFFICIAL
 
Good afternoon,
 
Please find attached for International Division’s action Senate Question on Notice 1887 asked of
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the Prime Minister on 3 September 2020.
 
The response is due for tabling on 2 October 2020.
 

Kind regards
 

Ministerial Correspondence and Briefs Section | Ministerial & Parliamentary Support Branch
Ministerial Support Division |Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
p.  |e.  | w. www.pmc.gov.au

One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT 2600
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From:
To: FOI; FOI
Subject: Correspondence with Tony Abbott on his appointment as a UK trade adviser
Date: Monday, 7 September 2020 8:31:32 AM

To the FOI officers,
I am sending this request to both DFAT and PM&C as both may be relevant in respect to
this issue.
This email seeks information under the FOI Act (1982).
Specifically, we seek any correspondence (electronic or otherwise) between Tony Abbott
and DFAT/PM&C regarding his consideration of, and subsequent acceptance, of a role as
a UK trade adviser.
Thanks and best regards,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET

Minister representing the Prime Minister

SENATE QUESTION

United Kingdom Board of Trade Joint President Candidacy

Question No. 1887

Senator Timothy Ayres: asked the Minister representing the Prime Minister on 3 
September 2020—

With reference to the candidacy of former Prime Minister, Mr Tony Abbott, for the 
role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of Trade:

1. Have any discussions taken place between representatives of the Australian 
Government and the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy in advance of 
the announcement of the appointment; if so, when and with whom did the 
discussions take place.

2. Has the Prime Minister made any representations to the UK Government about Mr 
Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how many occasions, when and by whom 
were representations made.

3. Has the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet made any representations 
to the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how 
many occasions, when and by whom were they made.

4. Have any Australian Government resources been applied to support Mr Abbott's 
candidacy for the role; if so, what resources have been applied and what has been 
the total cost of supporting Mr Abbott's candidacy.

Senator the Hon Mathias Cormann - The Prime Minister has provided the following 
answer to the Honourable Senator’s question:

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet is not aware of any discussions, 
representations or resources in support of the candidacy of former Prime Minister, the 
Hon Tony Abbott for the role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of 
Trade.

Appointments to the United Kingdom Board of Trade are a matter for the government 
of the United Kingdom.

IB20-000328

COS Cleared
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Background 
 
UK Board of Trade role 
 
The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and 
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role 
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a 
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry, 
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the 
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development of an independent trade policy. In the official media release announcing 
the Board appointments, the Department of International Trade noted that advisers to 
the Board will have no direct role in striking trade deals. 
 
Timeline 
 
Date Action 
2 October 2020 PM&C responded to the 7 September FOI request with a 

“no documents” decision. 

14 September 2020 [To be updated prior to Estimates hearing] The scope of 
the 7 September FOI request to PM&C/DFAT was further 
refined to apply only to any correspondence from  
1 January 2020 onwards. 

7 September 2020 [Will be updated prior to Estimates hearing] PM&C and 
DFAT received an FOI request, seeking any 
correspondence between Mr Abbott and PM&C/DFAT 
regarding the proposed UK Board of Trade role. Darren 
Goldie, Assistant Secretary, Global Interests Branch, is 
the delegate for this request. 

5 September 2020 Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his 
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a 
constructive role facilitating new trade deals between 
Britain and other countries, including Australia.” 
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4 September 2020 UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended Mr Abbott’s 
appointment at a press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) 
was “elected by the people of the great liberal democratic 
nation of Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he 
“can’t be expected” to agree with the views of all people 
working for the UK Government. 

4 September 2020 Prominent UK actor Sir Ian McKellen released an open 
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling 
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality 
activists to support and sign it. 

4 September 2020 The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment 
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with 15 other 
appointments. The official media release notes that 
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in 
striking trade deals. 

3 September 2020 UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “I don’t think 
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC 
interview. 

3 September 2020 Mr Abbott met with UK Home Secretary Priti Patel. 
3 September 2020 PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from 

Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian 
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A 
response is currently being prepared  

 
1 September 2020 Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of 

Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence 
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening 
Multilateral Organisations”. 

1 September 2020 Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy 
Exchange, a UK thinktank – titled “Australia and the 
Coronavirus Crisis”. 

27 August 2020 The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal 
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, 
including independent MP Zali Steggall and Greens 
leader Adam Bandt, who called for Mr Abbott’s 
parliamentary pension to be “stripped”. The report noted 
at the time of filing that Mr Abbott was in Italy and was 
returning to London to give a keynote speech. 
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Attachment D  Mr Abbott’s evidence to the UK Foreign Affairs Committee 
inquiry into “The UK’s role in strengthening multilateral 
organisations”, 1 September 2020 

Attachment E  “Abbott’s new British trade role called into question as gig 
exposes European jaunt”, Sydney Morning Herald,  
27 August 2020 
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From: Goldie, Darren
To:
Cc:
Subject: FW: Response to Senate Question 1887 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Wednesday, 7 October 2020 5:59:00 PM
Attachments: PQoN 1887 - Ayres - United Kingdom Board of Trade Joint President candidacy - Cleared.docx

PQoN 1887 - Ayres - United Kingdom Board of Trade Joint President candidacy - Cleared.pdf

OFFICIAL

We’ll obviously need to update our Abbott Senate Estimates brief/s to reflect this language

Golds

Darren Goldie | Assistant Secretary
Global Interests Branch | National Security Division
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
m

From: Questions on Notice <QON@pmc.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 7 October 2020 11:34 AM
To: Senate Questions (SEN) <Table.Questions.sen@aph.gov.au>
Cc: Questions on Notice <QON@pmc.gov.au>; DLO <dlo@pm.gov.au>; DLO Morton
<DLOMorton@pmc.gov.au>; Senate Parliamentary Liaison Office <SenatePLO@pmc.gov.au>;

;  ; 
; Brazier, Roderick <Roderick.Brazier@pmc.gov.au>;

Goldie, Darren <Darren.Goldie@pmc.gov.au>;  ;
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DEPARTMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET 
 

 

Minister representing the Prime Minister 
 

SENATE QUESTION 
 
 

United Kingdom Board of Trade Joint President Candidacy 
 

Question No. 1887 
 
 
Senator Timothy Ayres: asked the Minister representing the Prime Minister on 3 
September 2020— 

With reference to the candidacy of former Prime Minister, Mr Tony Abbott, for the 
role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of Trade: 

1. Have any discussions taken place between representatives of the Australian 
Government and the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy in advance of 
the announcement of the appointment; if so, when and with whom did the 
discussions take place. 

2. Has the Prime Minister made any representations to the UK Government about Mr 
Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how many occasions, when and by whom 
were representations made. 

3. Has the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet made any representations 
to the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how 
many occasions, when and by whom were they made. 

4. Have any Australian Government resources been applied to support Mr Abbott's 
candidacy for the role; if so, what resources have been applied and what has been 
the total cost of supporting Mr Abbott's candidacy. 

 
 
Senator the Hon Mathias Cormann - The Prime Minister has provided the following 
answer to the Honourable Senator’s question: 
 
The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet is not aware of any discussions, 
representations or resources in support of the candidacy of former Prime Minister, the 
Hon Tony Abbott for the role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of 
Trade. 
 
Appointments to the United Kingdom Board of Trade are a matter for the government 
of the United Kingdom. 
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If asked: There are reports that former Foreign Minister and High Commissioner to
the United Kingdom, Alexander Downer, has been engaged as a consultant to the
Government of Gibraltar to advise on the Australia-UK FTA negotiations. Can you
confirm that this reporting is correct?
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Yes, I am aware of reports that Mr Downer will provide advice to the Government
of Gibraltar

as a British Overseas Territory, Gibraltar has a direct interest in the UK’s
negotiations with Australia

the engagement of Mr Downer is a matter for the Government of Gibraltar

according to the report, Mr Downer has placed himself on the Government’s
transparency register as a consultant
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Questions on notice for Senator Cormann:

· Did PMO facilitate, provide assistance to or communicate with Tony Abbott regarding his
appointment to the UK Board of Trade?

· Did PMO provide advice to Tony Abbott on his appointment to or intention to nominate
for the UK Board of Trade?

· Did Tony Abbott tell the PM or PMO of his intention to nominate for the UK Board of
Trade?

Question on notice for PM&C:

· Why and when did PM&C seek advice that the UK Board of Trade has no direct role in
striking free trade deals?
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that I am aware of.
I don’t believe that’s
what he’s doing.
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PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET PORTFOLIO 
In Attendance 

Senator Cormann, Minister for Finance 
National COVID-19 Commission Advisory Board 

Mr Neville Power, Chairman 
Mr Malcolm Thompson, Head of Taskforce 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Ms Stephanie Foster PSM, Deputy Secretary 
Mr John Reid, First Assistant Secretary, Government Division 
Ms Leonie McGregor, First Assistant Secretary, Cabinet Division 
Mr Peter Rush, Assistant Secretary, Parliamentary and Government Branch 
Ms Celeste Moran, Assistant Secretary, Legal Policy Branch 
Mr Tom Gilmartin, Chief Operating Officer 
Mr Gerard Martin, First Assistant Secretary, Ministerial Support Division 
Mr Paul Wood, Chief Financial Officer 
Mr Nathan Heeney, Chief Information Office 
Ms Caroline Millar, Deputy Secretary, National Security and International Policy Group 
Mr Rod Brazier, Frist Assistant Secretary, International Division 
Mr Lachlan Colquhoun, First Assistant Secretary, National Security Division 
Mr Trevor Jones, Assistant Secretary, Disaster Preparedness, Plans and Incident Management Branch 
Mr Matthew Fox, Assistant Secretary, Defence Branch 
Mr Simon Duggan, Deputy Secretary 
Mr James Chisholm, First Assistant Secretary, Industry, Infrastructure and Environment Division 
Mr Brenton Goldsworthy, First Assistant Secretary, Economic Division 
Mr Jason Lange, Assistant Secretary, Office of Best Practice Regulation 
Ms Alison Frame, Deputy Secretary  
Ms Genevieve Quilty, First Assistant Secretary, Social Policy Division 
Mr William Story, First Assistant Secretary, APS Reform Office 
Ms Nicole Spencer, Head of Taskforce, COVID-19 Response 

Committee met at 09:00  
CHAIR (Senator Paterson):  Good morning. I declare open this meeting of the Senate Finance and Public 

Administration Legislation Committee. Today the committee will continue its examination of the budget 
estimates for 2020-21. It will hear from the department and the agencies of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
portfolio, as listed on today's program. The committee may also examine the annual reports of the departments 
and agencies appearing before it. Senators, departments and agencies have been provided with advice on the 
arrangements in place to ensure that budget estimates 2020-21 are conducted in a safe environment. This 
guidance will be also available from the secretariat. The committee appreciates the cooperation of all attendees in 
adhering to these arrangements. 

The committee has before it a program listing agencies and outcomes relating to matters for which senators 
have given notice. The committee has fixed 4 December 2020 as the date for the return of answers to questions 
taken on notice. The committee has also scheduled further hearings to examine the Finance portfolio tomorrow 
and Thursday 22 October, as well as the cross-portfolio Indigenous matters on Friday. 

Under standing order 26, the committee must take all evidence in public session. This includes answers to 
questions on notice. I remind all witnesses that, in giving evidence to the committee, they are protected by 
parliamentary privilege. It is unlawful for anyone to threaten or disadvantage a witness on account of evidence 
given to a committee, and such action may be treated by the Senate as a contempt. It is also a contempt to give 
false or misleading evidence to a committee. 
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Senator WONG:  Did the department or the Prime Minister's office provide any assistance or facilitation to 
Mr Abbott during his recent visit to Europe and the United Kingdom?  

Ms Millar:  The answer is no—no, we didn't. 

Senator WONG:  Okay. Ms Millar, do you want me to ask the question again? 
Ms Millar:  If you wouldn't mind. 
Senator WONG:  Did the department or the PMO provide any assistance or facilitation to Mr Abbott during 

his recent visit to Europe and the United Kingdom? 
Ms Millar:  Not to my knowledge. 
Ms Foster:  The only other person who might know is Mr Martin and he is listening and I'm sure if he has any 

information— 
Senator WONG:  He'll trundle up the passage and provide it. 
Ms Foster:  he will come, but I think the fact that he hasn't appeared means, no, we haven't provided that 

assistance. 
Senator WONG:  What about on his return? 
Ms Millar:  Not to my knowledge either. 

s 22
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Senator WONG:  What about the PMO?  
Ms Millar:  If so, we're not aware.  
Senator WONG:  Here he is, trundling up the corridor.  
Mr Martin:  Senator, that's a no. 
Senator WONG:  It was a very dramatic no. Senator Cormann, can you tell me whether the PMO provided 

any assistance or facilitation to Mr Abbott in relation to his recent visit to the UK and Europe?  
Senator Cormann:  Not that I'm aware, but I'd have to take that on notice.  
Senator WONG:  Was there any communication with him regarding the visit?  
Ms Millar:  Not that I'm aware. 
Senator WONG:  I'll ask the same question of the PMO, please.  
Senator Cormann:  Not that I'm aware of.  
Senator WONG:  Was there any communication with him about his ostensible appointment to the UK Board 

of Trade? 
Ms Millar:  Not to my knowledge.  
Senator WONG:  Have you been asked to provide advice in relation to that?  
Ms Millar:  No, we haven't. 
Senator WONG:  Is the PMO aware of his appointment to the UK Board of Trade?  
Senator Cormann:  I've obviously read about it in the media and I'm sure so has the PMO.  
Senator WONG:  Did he have any discussion with the Prime Minister or the Prime Minister's staff about—  
Senator Cormann:  Not that I'm aware, but—  
Senator WONG:  about his intent to nominate for another country's board of trade?  
Senator Cormann:  Not that I'm aware.  
Senator WONG:  Can you take that on notice?  
Senator Cormann:  Sure. Clearly, Mr Abbott is an individual in the same way Ms Gillard, Mr Rudd and Mr 

Howard are individuals, who, of course, are quite entitled to pursue opportunities in their private life after they 
have left the department. I'm not quite sure what sort of possible responsibilities you believe are relevant here in 
terms of Prime Minister Morrison.  

Senator WONG:  I just wondered if he'd told him, and if so— 
Senator Cormann:  As I say, I'm not aware. I'm not sure that it's— 
Senator WONG:   I've just asked you to take it on notice. Mr Abbott says he'll be providing advice to the UK 

government on its post-Brexit trade deals. Is PM&C aware as to whether this would include the UK-Australia 
FTA?  

Ms Millar:  The advice that we've received from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade—and, in fact, 
through the UK government's Department for International Trade—was that advisers to the Board of Trade have 
no direct role in striking trade deals.  

Senator WONG:  When did you seek this advice?  
Ms Millar:  Actually, Senator, I'm not aware. My briefing says this, and I did ask.  
Senator WONG:  I'd like to know why it was sought and when it was sought.  
Ms Millar:  We can take that on notice for you.  
Senator WONG:  Does someone behind you know, or does someone elsewhere know?  
Ms Millar:  No, we don't.  
Senator WONG:   Has there been any advice sought—possibly including legal advice or advice from other 

departments—or has there been any consideration within PM&C of the appropriateness of Mr Abbott advising the 
UK government on a trade agreement with Australia?  

Ms Millar:  We haven't given any consideration to it, no.  
Senator WONG:  Why not?  
Ms Millar:  As the minister said, this is an issue for Mr Abbott—he's a private citizen now—and we've had no 

engagement with this.  
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Senator WONG:  So PM&C doesn't think it's an issue and nor does the Prime Minister?  
Senator Cormann:  Are you suggesting that somebody— 
Senator WONG:  Can I finish any question? Chair, I hadn't even got out— 
CHAIR:  Fair point, Senator Wong. Please finish your question and, Minister, answer.  
Senator WONG:  So PM&C doesn't consider it an issue that a former prime minister is advising the 

negotiating party about a trade agreement and negotiation with Australia? You don't believe that's an issue? 
Senator Cormann:  Hang on. That is an inappropriate question for you to ask of PM&C. You're asking for an 

opinion in relation to something that a private citizen— 
Senator WONG:  It's a probity question. He's a former prime minister! 
Senator Cormann:  What about the activities of former prime ministers Gillard and Rudd?  
Senator WONG:  The question is about brokering a deal with the country you used to lead, okay?  
Senator Cormann:  So you would like— 
Senator WONG:  I'm just asking whether the department considers it appropriate. I think Ms Millar's answer 

is not whether they've turned their mind to it but that he's not doing that. Is that correct? 
Ms Millar:  That's correct. 
Senator WONG:  On their advice, which isn't your response.  
Senator Cormann:  You asked her for an opinion on whether she thought it was appropriate, and that is an 

inappropriate question to ask an official. 
Senator WONG:  So you're fine with it?  
Senator Cormann:  I'm just saying you shouldn't ask a question of an official about what their opinion is. 
Senator WONG:  Does the Prime Minister have any issue? 
Senator Cormann:  I'm not concerned about what former Prime Minister Abbott is doing in his post-political 

career as a private citizen. 
Senator WONG:  He's a former prime minister, and I'm asking whether it's appropriate for him to advise the 

other negotiating party in the context of a trade negotiation with Australia. Imagine if it were— 
Senator Cormann:  As I say, I'm not concerned about what former Prime Minister Abbott is doing as a private 

citizen in terms of his—  
Senator WONG:  So former prime ministers can go to Germany, China or any one of our major trading 

partners and say, 'I'm happy to provide my services in the context of your negotiations with Australia,' and you 
think that's not inappropriate? 

Senator Cormann:  I think you're characterising what he's doing wrongly. 
Senator WONG:  Which is your line on this, Senator Cormann? 
Senator Cormann:  I'm not responsible for what Mr Abbott chooses to do or not to do. If you're suggesting 

that we should introduce laws that limit what former prime ministers can do after they leave public office— 
Senator WONG:  That's a strawman argument. 
Senator Cormann:  No, that is the implication of what you're suggesting. 
Senator WONG:  No, it's not. That is such a stupid thing to say. 
Senator Cormann:  You're suggesting that somehow we should be controlling what— 
Senator WONG:  You're usually smarter than that. That is a strawman argument. 
Senator Cormann:  No, it's not a strawman argument. 
Senator WONG:  It's as simple as this. You have two negotiating parties. One has their national interests; 

another has their national interests. The purpose of the negotiation for each party is to try and broker a deal which 
maximises their national interest. 

Senator Cormann:  Well, I don't believe that he is negotiating. 
Senator WONG:  Let me finish. To have a person who led one country advising another country about how to 

broker the deal—I'm asking you whether you think that's appropriate. It's not about a law; I'm asking whether you 
think it's appropriate. 
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Senator Cormann:  I think it's entirely appropriate for former servants in government—or opposition for that 
matter—to pursue a career after they leave public office. 

Senator WONG:  No matter what they do? They can hawk themselves to any government? 
Senator Cormann:  Well, there are limits. There are clearly requirements in the Statement of Ministerial 

Standards that apply to all former ministers and former prime ministers, and I don't believe that you're suggesting 
that there is any breach here. 

Senator WONG:  No, I'm asking. 
Senator Cormann:  Former Prime Minister Abbott has been out of office for more than five years, yet 

essentially you want to control what he can do professionally now, forever and a day. 
Senator WONG:  No, that's not true. Why do you say this stuff? 
Senator Cormann:  Well, that is the implication of what you're suggesting. 
Senator WONG:  You're getting tired, aren't you, Mathias? 
Senator Cormann:  That is the implication of what you're suggesting. 
Senator WONG:  I mean, seriously! Please stop. Please stop making assertions about what I'm saying which 

are false. Please stop. I am not saying that. 
Senator Cormann:  Our government is not responsible— 
Senator WONG:  I have not said we should legislate. I'm not saying I want to control what he does. They are 

words out of your mouth. I am saying this: we have a former leader of a country who has hawked himself to the 
government of another country which is negotiating with us, and I am asking you whether or not you consider it 
appropriate. 

Senator Cormann:  And I've answered that question. The role that former Prime Minister Abbott has taken on 
is not a role that I am concerned about in any way. Your characterisation of his role is false, as has already been 
indicated to you. He's not involved in negotiations on free trade agreements. 

Senator WONG:  Okay. Can I tell you what he said? I'll tell you what he said: 
… Abbott said he was "only too keen" to help the UK. "A UK-Australia trade deal, maximising the movement of goods, 
services and people, is clearly in the best interests of both our countries," he said. "My government finalised trade deals 
between Australia and China, Japan and Korea. I'm looking forward to bringing that expertise to bear as Britain works 
towards mutually beneficial improvements with its major trading partners." 

Senator Cormann:  Tony Abbott has not been a Prime Minister of Australia for more than five years. He is a 
private citizen. He has taken on a job. That's entirely a matter for him. My advice is that he's not involved in trade 
negotiations in the context of the role that he's taken on. 

Senator WONG:  Where's your advice? 
Senator Cormann:  That is the advice that I have received in the past. 
Senator WONG:  From whom? 
Senator Cormann:  From my colleagues. 
Senator WONG:  Ministerial colleagues? 
Senator Cormann:  Yes. 
Senator WONG:  So it's been discussed? 
Senator Cormann:  No, it has not been discussed. You are raising this issue now here in the course of 

estimates. 
Senator WONG:  I assume, therefore, from your answer—I'm putting this to you, and you can disagree: does 

the Prime Minister think it is appropriate for a former Australian Prime Minister to work for a foreign government 
and to provide advice on issues that are potentially counter to Australia's interests? 

Senator Cormann:  I don't agree with the premise of that question. 
Senator WONG:  Which bit? 
Senator Cormann:  The Prime Minister is comfortable with what former Prime Minister Abbott is doing. He's 

comfortable with what former Prime Minister Gillard is doing and what former Prime Minister Rudd is doing. 
Senator WONG:  Which bit of what I said? 
Senator Cormann:  I do not accept your proposition that somehow he is acting counter to the interests of 

Australia. That is your false assertion. 
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Senator WONG:  Well, he is working for a foreign government. He is obviously going to provide advice to 
them about furthering of their interests, not ours. 

Senator Cormann:  He is a private citizen. 
Senator WONG:  Okay. So, no, you don't have any concerns. Has the Prime Minister communicated or raised 

any concerns with Mr Abbott about his new role? 
Senator Cormann:  I'm not aware of any communications, but, as I have indicated to you, the Prime Minister 

said publicly that he thought Mr Abbott was a good hire. I think those are the words he used. 
Senator WONG:  Has the Prime Minister, his office or PM&C provided Mr Abbott with any advice in relation 

to his new role, including any compliance with relevant Australian legislation? 
Ms Millar:  We haven't provided any advice, no. 
Senator WONG:  We? Who's 'we'? 
Ms Millar:  The department have provided no advice. 
Senator WONG:  To Mr Abbott? 
Ms Millar:  No. 
Senator WONG:  Are you aware of any advice being provided? 
Ms Millar:  No, I'm not. 
Senator WONG:  Are you aware of Mr Abbott being advised to register as an agent of foreign influence?  
Ms Millar:  The Attorney-General has said publicly that Mr Abbott would be aware of the routine 

requirements for former cabinet ministers under the Foreign Influence Transparency Scheme. 
Senator WONG:  Yes. That's not what I asked you. Do you have any knowledge other than— 
Ms Millar:  No, I don't.  
Senator WONG:  To the department's knowledge, has any other department provided Mr Abbott with any 

advice in relation to his new role and complying with relevant Australian legislation? 
Ms Millar:  Not to my knowledge, no.  
Senator WONG:  Ms Foster?  
Ms Foster:  Not to my knowledge.  
Senator WONG:  Has any member of the government, Senator Cormann, provided Mr Abbott with any 

advice in relation to his new role and compliance with relevant Australian legislation? 
Senator Cormann:  Not that I'm aware of. 
Senator WONG:  Has he been provided with any advice as to the use of his office or entitlements as a former 

Prime Minister of Australia for the purpose of his new role? 
Senator Cormann:  Not that I'm aware of.  
Senator WONG:  Have any measures been put in place to ensure he doesn't use his office or entitlements to 

further the interests of a foreign government? 
Senator Cormann:  I don't believe that that is what he's doing.  
Senator WONG:  So no advice.  
Senator Cormann:  I'm not aware of any.  
Senator WONG:  On Sunday 19 April Senator Payne announced an international inquiry into— 
CHAIR:  Are you moving on to another topic, Senator Wong?  
Senator WONG:  I have. 
CHAIR:  Minister, I'm not sure if you're aware that there have been media reports, for example in Crikey in 

December last year, that Kevin Rudd, another former Prime Minister, has delivered a number of speeches in 
China, including as a guest of the United Front Work Department or its affiliates, including the Central Institute 
of Socialism. That speech was in November 2017, and Mr Rudd has delivered speeches at a number of other 
forums including the Australia-China Future Forum, which is described as a united front sponsored forum. Do 
you have any similar concerns about Mr Rudd's activities as a former prime minister?  

Senator WONG:  Giving a speech. 
Senator Cormann:  Mr Rudd, Ms Gillard— 
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Senator WONG:  He's giving a speech. Is that what you're worried about? 
Senator Cormann:  Mr Abbott, Mr Howard, they're all former prime ministers of Australia who are now 

private citizens. I think they deserve to be treated with courtesy and respect, and that's what we'll do. It's a matter 
for them to explain the activities that they pursue.  

CHAIR:  Indeed, and I'll take Senator Wong's interjection that my concern might be that he was giving a 
speech. I think it's interesting he's giving speeches, particularly at these locations, but—  

Senator WONG:  Have you read his speeches?  
CHAIR:  he's also chair of some advisory bodies linked to the United Front Work Department. People in this 

forum know what that organisation does.  
Senator Cormann:  I wasn't aware of it. 
Senator WONG:  Really?  
CHAIR:  Crikey was asking the question: why hasn't he registered on the Foreign Influence Transparency 

Scheme, given his association with these organisations? 
Senator Cormann:  I think it's a question for him; it's not a question for us.  
CHAIR:  All right, thank you.  
Senator WONG:  Have you read his speeches?  
CHAIR:  No, I wouldn't— 
Senator WONG:  He's pretty clear about national interest and China. Really, are you suggesting— 
Senator Cormann:  What are you saying about Mr Abbott, that he's not aware of the national interest?  
Senator WONG:  Mr Rudd is not working for the Chinese Communist Party. He is— 
Senator Cormann:  No, I said— 
Senator WONG:  Mr Abbott— 
Senator Cormann:  what are you saying in relation to Mr Abbott, that he's not aware of the national interest? 
Senator WONG:  Mr Abbott is working for a foreign government. That's the distinction. He's doing work for 

a foreign government, which is why he's had to register. It's a different thing, and making assertions that suggest 
that former Prime Minister Rudd, whose writings on China are documented— 

Senator Cormann:  I have not made any assertions at all. 
CHAIR:  This bloke has. 
Senator WONG:  Yes, he has—is somehow not patriotic or working for the united front, is pretty bad. I know 

you like to get in the media, because you want to talk about China, but really it's pretty bad. He is well respected 
across the political spectrum and internationally for his knowledge of China. He is very clear about Australia's 
national interest and, if you have read any of his recent speech, you would know that. So I suggest you take some 
of this sort of wolverine behaviour elsewhere. Really.  

CHAIR:  Senator Wong, do not put words in my mouth. 
Senator WONG:  We heard what you said. 
CHAIR:  Order. I let you have a spray at me. The least you can do for me, as chair, is give me an opportunity 

to respond. Do not put words in my mouth. I will happily go back and review the Hansard— 
Senator WONG:  Sure, please do. 
CHAIR:  and stand behind every word that I said. For your information, I attended Mr Rudd's speech in 

Parliament House for Peter Hartcher's book, with you— 
Senator WONG:  With me.  
CHAIR:  and I listened with great interest. I have not suggested once, in this forum or any other, that he's 

unpatriotic or that he has an allegiance to a foreign power. 
Senator WONG:  What's the implication of reference to united front?  
CHAIR:  No, Senator Wong. 
Senator WONG:  What's the implication?  
CHAIR:  All I was doing was making the point— 
Senator WONG:  Seriously? 
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CHAIR:  that you can ask questions about Mr Abbott as a former Prime Minister— 
Senator WONG:  Who is working for a foreign government!  
CHAIR:  and his association in the UK, and I can equally ask questions about Mr Rudd and his activities.  
Senator WONG:  A speech. 
CHAIR:  A number of speeches— 
Senator WONG:  —you made reference to the United Front. Everybody knows what you were doing. 
CHAIR:  Senator Wong, you are showing hypersensitivity— 
Senator WONG:  No, I am not. 
CHAIR:  Given the time I allowed you to pursue Mr Abbott and his associations, and your questions about his 

registration on the foreign influence, you are showing a double-standard and hypersensitivity. 
Senator WONG:  No—please don't accuse a woman of being hypersensitive. We are quite commonly used to 

that. 
CHAIR:  I clearly was not making a gendered reference there. 
Senator WONG:  Please do not. That's the first point. The second point is that, yes, you did allow me plenty 

of time, and I appreciate that. There is a distinction between a prime minister giving a speech and somebody who 
has taken up an employment contract at a position with a foreign government. Right? I am simply making that 
point. And I think the way in which you referenced United Front—everyone knows what that means. Really, it 
was not becoming of you, nor respectful of Mr Rudd. 

CHAIR:  Since you have raised it, I will clarify. The reason I said that is that I did not think it was necessary 
to go into a lengthy explanation of what the United Front— 

Senator WONG:  Not because of any—I accept that. But it looked like an implication. 
CHAIR:  I'm telling you sincerely that it was not. 
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In addition to the below could you please confirm that you are willing accept
responsibility for responding to the following Questions on Notice taken at Budget
Estimates on 20 October 2020.  
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Thank you

 | Adviser
Parliamentary | Ministerial and Parliamentary Support Branch
Ministerial Support Division | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
p.
e.  | www.dpmc.gov.au |

From: Senate Estimates <Senate.Estimates@pmc.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 27 October 2020 3:17 PM
To: 
Cc: Senate Estimates <Senate.Estimates@pmc.gov.au>
Subject: QoNs 0094-0100 - Request to move to International Division
[SEC OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

OFFICIAL:Sensitive

Good afternoon International Division

Can you please confirm that you are willing accept responsibility for responding to
the following Questions on Notice taken at Budget Estimates on 20 October 2020. 
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0094 The
Department
of the
Prime
Minister
and Cabinet

National
Security
Division

Wong United Kingdom
– Australia Fair
Trade
Agreement

Senator
WONG: …. Mr
Abbott says
he'll be
providing
advice to the
UK government
on its post-
Brexit trade
deals. Is PM&C
aware as to
whether this
would include
the UK-
Australia FTA?
Ms Millar: The
advice that
we've received
from the
Department of
Foreign Affairs
and Trade—
and, in fact,
through the UK
government's
Department for
International
Trade—was
that advisers to
the Board of
Trade have no
direct role in
striking trade
deals.
Senator
WONG: When
did you seek
this advice?
Ms Millar:
Actually,
Senator, I'm not
aware. My
briefing says
this, and I did
ask.
Senator
WONG: I'd like
to know why it
was sought and
when it was
sought.
Ms Millar: We
can take that on

Hansard,
20
October
2020,
page 94
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Clearly, Mr Abbott is an
individual in the same way
Ms Gillard, Mr Rudd and
Mr Howard are individuals,
who, of course, are quite
entitled to pursue
opportunities in their
private life after they have
left the department. I'm
not quite sure what sort of
possible responsibilities
you believe are relevant
here in terms of Prime
Minister Morrison.
Senator WONG: I just
wondered if he'd told him,
and if so—
Senator Cormann: As I say,
I'm not aware. I'm not sure
that it's—
Senator WONG: I've just
asked you to take it on
notice.

From:   
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Sent: Thursday, 29 October 2020 10:01 AM
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: FOR ACTION Draft Index of Questions on notice - Budget Estimates hearing 20 October
2020 [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Dear Colleagues

Attached is the current draft version of the Index of Questions on Notice (QoNs) from the Budget
Estimates hearings held on Tuesday, 20 October 2020. Please advise by COB 30 October 2020 to

, if you consider:

any of the questions were answered during the hearing/s and should be removed from
the index

if there are any questions missing.

Please note, Senators can continue to submit written QoNs. 
  Please also note, questions taken on notice at the hearing are unable

to be transferred to another department or agency. Written questions are able to be
transferred.

Any questions about the Senate Estimates QoNs process can be directed to the Senate Estimates
team at 

Thanks,
Jarrod

Jarrod McAlister | A/g Assistant Secretary
Ministerial & Parliamentary Support Branch
Ministerial Support Division | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE BUDGET ESTIMATES 2020–21 

PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET PORTFOLIO 

Page 22 of 34 

Q No. Department or Agency Division Senator Broad Topic Question Hansard p. no. or 
Written Q Date Rec'd Date Tabled 

0092 The Department of 
the Prime Minister 
and Cabinet 

PMO Wong Mr Abbott’s visit to the 
United Kingdom and 
Europe 

Senator WONG: … Senator Cormann, can you tell me whether the PMO provided any assistance 
or facilitation to Mr Abbott in relation to his recent visit to the UK and Europe?  
Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware, but I'd have to take that on notice. 

Hansard, 20 
October 2020, 
page 94 

0093 The Department of 
the Prime Minister 
and Cabinet 

PMO Wong Mr Abbott’s 
nomination to Boards of 
Trade 

Senator WONG: Is the PMO aware of his appointment to the UK Board of Trade?  
Senator Cormann: I've obviously read about it in the media and I'm sure so has the PMO.  
Senator WONG: Did he have any discussion with the Prime Minister or the Prime Minister's staff 
about—  
Senator Cormann: Not that I'm aware, but—  
Senator WONG: about his intent to nominate for another country's board of trade?  

Hansard, 20 
October 2020, 
page 94 
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Question on notice no. 1887 

Senator Timothy Ayres: asked the Minister representing the Prime Minister on 3 
September 2020— 

With reference to the candidacy of former Prime Minister, Mr Tony Abbott, for the 
role of Joint President of the United Kingdom Board of Trade: 

1. Have any discussions taken place between representatives of the Australian
Government and the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy in advance of
the announcement of the appointment; if so, when and with whom did the
discussions take place.

2. Has the Prime Minister made any representations to the UK Government about
Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how many occasions, when and by
whom were representations made.

3. Has the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet made any representations
to the UK Government about Mr Abbott's candidacy for the role; if so, on how
many occasions, when and by whom were they made.

4. Have any Australian Government resources been applied to support Mr Abbott's
candidacy for the role; if so, what resources have been applied and what has been
the total cost of supporting Mr Abbott's candidacy.
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Background 

UK Board of Trade role 

Document 36
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constructive role facilitating new trade deals between 
Britain and other countries, including Australia.” 

4 September 2020 UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended Mr Abbott’s 
appointment at a press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) 
was “elected by the people of the great liberal democratic 
nation of Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he 
“can’t be expected” to agree with the views of all people 
working for the UK Government. 

4 September 2020 Prominent UK actor Sir Ian McKellen released an open 
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling 
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality 
activists to support and sign it. 

4 September 2020 The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment 
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with 15 other 
appointments. The official media release notes that 
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in 
striking trade deals. 

3 September 2020 UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “I don’t think 
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC 
interview. 

3 September 2020 Mr Abbott met with UK Home Secretary Priti Patel. 
3 September 2020 PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from 

Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian 
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A 
response was finalised on 7 October.  

1 September 2020 Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of 
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence 
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening 
Multilateral Organisations”. 

1 September 2020 Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy 
Exchange, a UK thinktank – titled “Australia and the 
Coronavirus Crisis”. 

27 August 2020 In an interview with ABC radio, Senator the Hon Marise 
Payne, Minister for Foreign Affairs, said that Mr Abbott 
would be required to comply with Australia’s foreign 
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Key Documents 

Attachment A “Tony Abbott’s appointment to Britain’s Board of Trade prompts 
questions from Labor party about foreign interference”, ABC 
News, 5 September 2020  

Attachment B Statement from the Hon Tony Abbott AC on appointment to the 
UK Board of Trade, 5 September 2020 

Attachment C “Government announces new Board of Trade”, UK Government 
press release, 4 September 2020 

Attachment D Mr Abbott’s evidence to the UK Foreign Affairs Committee 
inquiry into “The UK’s role in strengthening multilateral 
organisations”, 1 September 2020 

Attachment E “Abbott’s new British trade role called into question as gig 
exposes European jaunt”, Sydney Morning Herald,  
27 August 2020 



VERSION AT: 30/11/2020 11:00 AM 

PROTECTED CABINET 

Background 

The Hon Tony Abbott 

Former PM Tony Abbott was appointed as an adviser to the UK's Board of Trade on 4 September 
2020.  The unpaid role which involves promoting UK trade interests to other countries attracted 
criticism and questioning of his suitability to the role due to previous comments by Mr Abbott about 
women, LGBTQ rights and climate change.  
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s 22

s 22

s 22

s 22



1 

International Division 

Key issues: 

Issue Page Number 

5. UK trade appointment (Tony Abbott) 18 

Document 38
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Background 

UK Board of Trade role 

The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and 
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role 
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a 
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry, 
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the 
development of an independent trade policy. In the official media release announcing 
the Board appointments, the Department of International Trade noted that advisers to 
the Board will have no direct role in striking trade deals. 
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Timeline 
Date Action 
2 October 2020 PM&C responded to the 7 September 2020 FOI request 

with a “no documents” decision.

14 September 2020 [To be updated prior to Estimates hearing] The scope of 
the 7 September 2020 FOI request to PM&C/ The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) was 
further refined to apply only to any correspondence from 
1 January 2020 onwards. 

7 September 2020 [Will be updated prior to Estimates hearing] PM&C and 
DFAT received an FOI request, seeking any 
correspondence between Mr Abbott and PM&C/DFAT 
regarding the proposed UK Board of Trade role. Darren 
Goldie, Assistant Secretary, Global Interests Branch, is 
the delegate for this request. 

5 September 2020 Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his 
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a 
constructive role facilitating new trade deals between 
Britain and other countries, including Australia.”
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4 September 2020 The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,  
Mr Boris Johnson, defended Mr Abbott’s appointment at a
press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) was “elected by 
the people of the great liberal democratic nation of 
Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he “can’t be 
expected” to agree with the views of all people working 
for the UK Government. 

4 September 2020 Prominent UK actor Sir Ian McKellen released an open 
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling 
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality
activists to support and sign it. 

4 September 2020 The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with fifteen 
other appointments. The official media release notes that 
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in 
striking trade deals. 

3 September 2020 UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “I don’t think 
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC 
interview. 

3 September 2020 Mr Abbott met with the United Kingdom Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, the Rt Hon Priti Patel 
MP. 

3 September 2020 PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from 
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian 
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A 
response was finalised on 7 October 2020.  

1 September 2020 Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of 
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence 
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening
Multilateral Organisations”. 

1 September 2020 Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy 
Exchange, a UK thinktank – titled “Australia and the
Coronavirus Crisis”. 

27 August 2020 In an interview with ABC radio, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, said that Mr Abbott would be required to comply 
with Australia’s foreign influence legislation if he was 
officially appointed to the advisory role. 

27 August 2020 The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal 
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, 
including independent MP, Ms Zali Steggall OAM, MP 
and Leader of the Australian Greens, Mr Adam Bandt 
MP, who called for Mr Abbott’s parliamentary pension to
be “stripped”. The report noted at the time of filing that Mr 
Abbott was in Italy and was returning to London to give a 
keynote speech. 
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International Division 

Key issues: 

Issue Page Number 

5. UK trade appointment (Tony Abbott) 20 

Document 39
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Background 

UK Board of Trade role 

The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and 
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role 
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a 
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry, 
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the 
development of an independent trade policy. In the official media release announcing 
the Board appointments, the Department of International Trade noted that advisers to 
the Board will have no direct role in striking trade deals. 
Timeline 

Date Action 
2 October 2020 PM&C responded to the 7 September 2020 FOI request 

with a “no documents” decision.

14 September 2020 [To be updated prior to Estimates hearing] The scope of 
the 7 September 2020 FOI request to PM&C/ The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) was 
further refined to apply only to any correspondence from 
1 January 2020 onwards. 

7 September 2020 [Will be updated prior to Estimates hearing] PM&C and 
DFAT received an FOI request, seeking any 
correspondence between Mr Abbott and PM&C/DFAT 
regarding the proposed UK Board of Trade role.  
Darren Goldie, Assistant Secretary, Global Interests 
Branch, is the delegate for this request. 
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5 September 2020 Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his 
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a 
constructive role facilitating new trade deals between 
Britain and other countries, including Australia.” 

4 September 2020 The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,  
Mr Boris Johnson, defended Mr Abbott’s appointment at a
press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) was “elected by 
the people of the great liberal democratic nation of 
Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he “can’t be 
expected” to agree with the views of all people working 
for the UK Government. 

4 September 2020 Prominent UK actor Sir Ian McKellen released an open 
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling 
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality 
activists to support and sign it. 

4 September 2020 The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with fifteen 
other appointments. The official media release notes that 
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in 
striking trade deals. 

3 September 2020 UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “I don’t think 
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC 
interview. 

3 September 2020 Mr Abbott met with the United Kingdom Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, the Rt Hon Priti Patel 
MP. 

3 September 2020 PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from 
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian 
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A 
response was finalised on 7 October 2020.  

1 September 2020 Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of 
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence 
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening
Multilateral Organisations”.

1 September 2020 Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy 
Exchange, a UK thinktank – titled “Australia and the
Coronavirus Crisis”. 
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Rod Brazier 

First Assistant Secretary 
International Division 

Global Interests Branch 

Consultation Attorney-General’s 

Department 

Department of Home Affairs DFAT (including 

London Post) 
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OFFICIAL 

Version updated 15 October 2020 

Background  

UK Board of Trade role 
The Hon Tony Abbott AC, former Prime Minister, was appointed as an adviser to the 
UK’s Board of Trade on 4 September 2020. 
The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and 
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role 
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a 
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry, 
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the 
development of an independent trade policy.  
In the official media release announcing the Board appointments, the Department of 
International Trade noted that advisers to the Board will have no direct role in striking 
trade deals. 
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International Division 

Key issues: 

Issue Page Number 

5. UK trade appointment (Tony Abbott) 18 
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Background 

UK Board of Trade role 

The Board of Trade comprises senior figures from business, academia and 
government. Board members and advisers meet quarterly. The Board’s primary role 
is to help the UK make a stronger case for free trade on the international stage, at a 
time of increased protectionism. The Board will engage extensively with industry, 
communities, farmers and consumer groups across the UK to help inform the 
development of an independent trade policy. In the official media release announcing 
the Board appointments, the Department of International Trade noted that advisers to 
the Board will have no direct role in striking trade deals. 
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Timeline 
Date Action 
2 October 2020 PM&C responded to the 7 September 2020 FOI request 

with a “no documents” decision. 

14 September 2020 [To be updated prior to Estimates hearing] The scope of 
the 7 September 2020 FOI request to PM&C/ The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) was 
further refined to apply only to any correspondence from  
1 January 2020 onwards. 

7 September 2020 [Will be updated prior to Estimates hearing] PM&C and 
DFAT received an FOI request, seeking any 
correspondence between Mr Abbott and PM&C/DFAT 
regarding the proposed UK Board of Trade role. Darren 
Goldie, Assistant Secretary, Global Interests Branch, is 
the delegate for this request. 

5 September 2020 Mr Abbott released a statement regarding his 
appointment, saying he “looks forward to playing a 
constructive role facilitating new trade deals between 
Britain and other countries, including Australia.” 
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4 September 2020 The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,  
Mr Boris Johnson, defended Mr Abbott’s appointment at a 
press conference, saying he (Mr Abbott) was “elected by 
the people of the great liberal democratic nation of 
Australia”, which “speaks for itself”. He said he “can’t be 
expected” to agree with the views of all people working 
for the UK Government. 

4 September 2020 Prominent UK actor Sir Ian McKellen released an open 
letter against Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, calling 
on Britain’s arts community and environment and equality 
activists to support and sign it. 

4 September 2020 The UK Government announced Mr Abbott’s appointment 
as an adviser to the Board of Trade, along with fifteen 
other appointments. The official media release notes that 
advisers appointed to the Board will have no direct role in 
striking trade deals. 

3 September 2020 UK Opposition Leader Sir Keir Starmer said “I don’t think 
he (Mr Abbott) is the right man for the job” in a BBC 
interview. 

3 September 2020 Mr Abbott met with the United Kingdom Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, the Rt Hon Priti Patel 
MP. 

3 September 2020 PM&C and DFAT received a Question on Notice from 
Senator Timothy Ayres asking about Australian 
Government involvement in Mr Abbott’s appointment. A 
response was finalised on 7 October 2020.  

1 September 2020 Mr Abbott appeared (virtually) before the UK House of 
Commons’ Foreign Affairs Committee. He gave evidence 
at an inquiry into “The UK’s Role in Strengthening 
Multilateral Organisations”. 

1 September 2020 Mr Abbott gave a keynote speech in London at the Policy 
Exchange, a UK thinktank – titled “Australia and the 
Coronavirus Crisis”. 

27 August 2020 The Sydney Morning Herald reported multiple federal 
politicians questioning Mr Abbott’s proposed appointment, 
including independent MP, Ms Zali Steggall OAM, MP 
and Leader of the Australian Greens, Mr Adam Bandt 
MP, who called for Mr Abbott’s parliamentary pension to 
be “stripped”. The report noted at the time of filing that Mr 
Abbott was in Italy and was returning to London to give a 
keynote speech. 
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