








Mikaela Starfrace CEO, WomenCAN Australia 
WomenCAN Australia is dedicated to assisting women and girls to attain financial 
independence and autonomy through education, skills development and supported 
pathways into employment. 
It connects qualified tradeswomen to places where vulnerable women are accommodated 
for the purpose of providing facilities maintenance and support services. 

Mikaela is an MBA-qualified lawyer, who has spent years providing insurance, risk, 
governance and regulatory compliance advice. She has served as a company director on 
government boards & industry associations and was Chief Examiner for insurance law at 
Monash & Melbourne Universities.  
In 2019, she founded a social enterprise called WomenCAN Australia and a charity called 
The Placement Circle.  The mission for The Placement Circle is to assist women become 
employment capable by connecting peer supported communities of women, with vocational 
training and onto employment.  The first pilot is being rolled out at Chisholm Institute in 
Dandenong.  
In 2020, Mikaela was awarded a Myer Innovation Fellowship to continue her work. 

Laura Tyler Chief Geoscience and Asset President, Olympic Dam, BHP 
Laura joined BHP in 2004. After starting her career in the British civil engineering industry, 
she has over 25 years international experience in mining working across operations 
spanning civil engineering, open pit mining and underground mining. 
In July 2018, Laura was appointed Asset President of Olympic Dam with responsibility for 
the safe and sustainable operation of one of the world’s most significant polymetallic 
orebodies producing copper, uranium, gold and silver in remote South Australia. 
Prior to this, Laura served as Chief of Staff to the CEO for BHP, as Asset President of the 
Cannington Mine in Queensland, and held other technical and operational roles in Canada 
and in London. Before joining BHP, Laura worked for Western Mining Corporation, Newcrest 
Mining and Mount Isa Mines.  

BHP is a world-leading resources company. Its purpose is to bring people and resources 
together to build a better world.  
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