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DEPARTMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET 

Minister Assisting Minister 
(for signature) 

11711, HUMANITARIAN OVERSEAS SERVICE MEDAL - IRAQ 

Timing: Routine 

Purpose: To seek the Governor-General's declaration o f  service in Iraq for the award of 
the Humanitarian Overseas Service Medal. 

Background: The Humanitarian Overseas Service Medal recognises humanitarian 
service by civilians in overseas countries during times o f  hazard to distressed persons. 
To date, service in the Balkans; Cambodia; East Timor; Great Lakes (Rwanda); 
Mozambique; Northern Iraq; Somalia; South Sudan and South Vietnam has been 
approved. 

Following an assessment o f  service in Iraq and consultation with, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Department o f  Defence, it has been agreed that 
service in Iraq meets the criteria o f  the Medal regulations and should be declared as 
eligible service for the Medal. Separately, members o f  the Australian Defence Force 
have had their service in Iraq recognised by appropriate military medals. They will not 
qualify for the Humanitarian Overseas Service Medal. 

Recommendation: That you: 

(1) sign (but not date) the enclosed determination; and 

(2) sign the covering letter to the Governor-General. 

Paul O'Neill Th.! 6271-5601 
Assistant Secretary 
Awards and National Symbols Branch 

(9 April 2004 

7S. ed/Not-Sigtra 

Gary tfardgrave 
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DEPARTMENT 0 F THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET 
Secretary 	~ Mo L 
Mr Lewis 	A S 1 C 

Prime Ministe ( ,r approval) 	 PMO (4) 

THE HUMANITARIAN OVERSEAS SERVICE MEDAL — TSUNAMI 2004 AND 
FUTURE NATURAL DISASTERS 

Timing: Urgent.  to enable the Humanitarian Overseas 
Service Medal (HOSM) to be awarded to the victims and survivors of the Sea King helicopter 
disaster in time for the funeral service on 15 April 2005. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Recommendation: 

• That you agree to the extension of the HOSM as described above; and 
• That you sign in black ink: 

— the letter to Her Majesty and the covering letter to the Administrator; and 
— 	two sets of the Letters Patent (do not sign the regulations or date these documen 

Agreed/Not a: --ed 

Balaraelcher 
First Assistant Secretary 
Government Division 

7 April 2005 

Contact: Paul O'Neill  
Consultation: Defence 

Signed/N,  signed 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET 
Secretary 

Prime Minister (for approval) 	 Mr Lewis 
PMO (4) 

THE HUMANITARIAN OVERSEAS SERVICE MEDAL — TSUNAMI 2004/SEA KING 
HELICOPTER DISASTER 

Timing: Urgent. To enable the Humanitarian Overseas Service Medal (HOSM) to be awarded 
to the victims and survivors of the Sea King helicopter disaster in time for the ~j"  a  service on 
15 April 2005. 

Issue: Recognition of members of military and civilian organisations providing humanitarian aid 
as part of the Australian response to the Indian Ocean Tsunami 

Background: The Humanitarian Overseas Service Medal (HOSM) is the pre-eminent Australian 
award to recognise humanitarian service with approved organisations in hazardous circumstances 
outside Australia.  
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A separate paper dealing with recognition arrangements for members of government and non-
government organisations in Australia responding to the tsunami is being prepared for your 
consideration. 

Recommendation: That you: 
1. agree to the extension of the HOSM as described above; and 
2. sign the enclosed letter to the Governor-General . 

Andrew Metcalfe 
Deputy Secretary 

6 April 2005 
Contact: Paul O'Neill  
Consultation: Government House, Defence, DFAT, AUSAID, AFP, AGS 

Agreed/Not agreed 

Signed/Not signed 

e0 
~~~ . 

(John Howard) 

n-A 
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