
CABINET-IN-CONFIDENCE 

Australian Government 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 

Ref: 

Mr Tony Negus 
Commissioner 
Australian Federal Police 
BARTON ACT 2600 

~­
Dear~si~n~ 

"' Possible Unauthorised Disclosures 

Dr Ian Watt AO 
Secretary 

I write to you regarding recent media reporting that refers to a commercially sensitive 
Australian Government tender process. 

By way of background, the Government announced on 23 November 2010 that a ten-year 
contract to operate Australia's international broadcaster, the Australia Network, would be put 
to tender. The tender closed on 25 March 2011. On 24 June 2011 the Government announced 
changes to the tender and invited further submissions from tenderers by 27 July 2011. 

On 17 October 2011 The Australian reported the decision and some of the details of the 
recommendations made by the Tender Evaluation Board. On 24 October The Age carried a 
report a 'confidential government review' concerning an evaluation of the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation as the current operator of the Australia Network. The 
document was prepared by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade for internal 
government purposes only. The title of the document is 'Review of the Australia NetM,ork' 
and The Age claims it had a 'fmal draft' dated 28 June 2010. 

I have discussed these matters with the Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade and the Secretary of the Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital 
Economy and they have both confirmed to me that neither matter was authorised for public 
release. 
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This matter is of an ongoing sensitive commercial nature and remains subject to deliberations 
of the Cabinet. I therefore ask that you commence an investigation of these matters as 
possible unauthorised disclosures. I enclose a copy of the articles in question. 

Yours sincerely 

~ 
I J Watt 

1.1 October 2011 

Enclosures: 

I. 'AN-OTHER FINE MESS LABOR'S GOT ITSELF INTO' -, The Australian, page 27, 
17 October 20 II 

2. 'Rudd forced tender on Asia Service'- The Age, page 4, 24 October 2011 
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