
MG\~~~o)~~ 
~Z21'f)(t>HU 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Senator Scullion, 

s 217 
Tuesday, 16 January 2018 7:66 PM 
Sculllon, Nigel 
Australla Day 

Document 1 

With all due respect, you need to be a bit more forthright on the question of the date of Australia Day. 
Without doubt, the existing date conjures up memories of a colonial power~ s arrival in Australia and the 
cruel actions of that colonial government against the indigenous people. Who would want to be reminded of 
that, let alone want to celebrate all that? 

Let's instead come up with Iii- different date that allows us to celebrate the nation we've become but without 
reference to the tragedies of the past dating from 26 January, 1788. 

( How about oar federation date, 1 January, 1901. lt' s a no"brainer 
( 

Yours sincerely, 

s :if7i-
Off' of !he MfnT;;i;tfor lndlganous Affairs 
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Dear Hon. Nigel Scullion 

.-----.Ti..........,._.. 
Offlce~~r·iii~1;;·,~ar·i;r 1ti'dlgenous AHalrs 

~ 
Reply by Minister B Brie( Req'd 
Reply by Parl. Sec. Subject: .............. . 
Reply by CoS ................................. . 
Reply by Advisor ................................ .. 

Po box 6100 Parliament House. act 2600 1 0 JAN 2018 
.~ply by Oepl . 0 NFA 
Referral: """'fi:i "J'~ ......... i;:;)' .. .. ~ ... 1.a.............. · 
lnstruc lon!l: .p .i:,.v.: .. UA:'.1. · M. ....... ~.._.o ·~ ~ 
.......... 5·r· .. · ... · .. · .. . .. v-Je·~ ~-~ 

In regards to any controversy over the holdi · · .. · · · ... · ........................... n ... ~~:'d 

the 26th of January, here Is a suggestion that may keep all sides happy. Instead ~rr,,,._,. · 
shifting the date, why not shift the emphasis? Mathew Flinders and the 

indigenous crewman, Bungaree,(who c:arne from a tribe in Broken Bay near 

Pittwater), were the first people to circumnavigate Australia. Accomplished In 

1801 to 1803, It was one of the greatest feats in our naval and maritime history. 

Because of the objective, it meant that they touched the shores of every quarter 

of Australia, so it was an effort that includes the whole country, not just NSW. 

By simply emphasising this effort above any other on Australla Day we better 

represents the fact that all our first explorers needed the assistance of the 

Indigenous peoples to survive. We needed their trackers to find people who were 

lost and criminals,{ like the Clarke gang), too. If people still want the date 

changed, then simply make it the last day In January, as It will be easier to 

remember that way, or the day on which they both completed thelr 

circumnavigation. 

Sincerely s47 

BUNGAREE 
& Matthew 
FUNDERS who 
circumn avlg ated 
Australia together 

In 1803 

s ;i1F 

1 0 JAN 2018 
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From: 
Sent: 

webservices@pmc.gov.au on behalf of s 47F <webservlces@pmc.gov.au> 
Thursday, 4 January 2018 6:61 PM 

To: Scullion, Nigel 
Subject: shifting the emphasis of Australia Day 

Public submission received from Ministers Media Centre~ ministers.dpmc.gov.au 

Submitted on Thursday, January'4, 2018-18:50 Submitted by uset·: Anonymous Submitted values are: 

Minister: Senator the Hon Nigel Scullion 
Title: mr 
First Name: 5 47F 
Last Nrune: s 47F 
Email address: s 47F 
Subject: shifting the emphasis of Australia Day 
Comment: 

In regards to any controversy over the holding of Australia Day each year on the 26th of January, here 
is a suggestion that may keep all sides happy. Instead of shifting the oate, why not shift the emphasis? 
Mathew Flinders and the indigenous crewman, Bungaree,(who came from a tribe in Broken Bay near 
Pittwatel'), were the first people to circumnavigate Australia. Accomplished in 1801 to 1803, it was one of 
the greatest feats in our naval and maritime history. Because of the objective, it meant that they touched the 
shores of every quarter of AustraHa, so it was an effort that includes the whole country, not just NSW. 

By simply emphasising this effort above any other on Australia Day we better represents the fact that 
all our first explorers needed the assistance of the indigenous peoples to survive. We needed their iraokers to 
find people who were lost and criminals,( like the Clarke gang), too. If people still want the date changed, 
then simply make it the last day in January, as it will be easier to remember that way, or the day on whloh 
they both completed their circumnavigation. 

incerel.1 5 ~7 
s47F 

Offfcl) of lh0 MlnlGtar for Indigenous Affairs 

~ 
Reply by Minister 8 BrlerReq'd 
Reply by Parl. Sec. Subject: ............. .. 
Reply by Cos ................................ .. 
Reply by Advisor ................................. . 

~1,,;;,'ll'~'~:;;~ .................... . 
Instructions: .#J .~.:-. .. ~!;-;:(~ ... .. , .... . 

. , .... ~ ~ ~ .. ,,....') ] 
::- 9 JAN 2018 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Minister 

s 7c----~-..... 
"':'W".""'."""ed":"n-e~sd-:-a-y-, 1~0!""J'\"'a-n-u-ary-2018 11 :UO A 
Scullion, Nigel 
Australla Day 26th January 

Rather than contemplate a change of date to commemorate Australia Day, why don't we simply broaden its purpose 
and create a wider forum for discussion? Let us celebrate Australia Day as a date of Truth and Reconcifiatron; of 
acknowledgement of Australla a multi-cultural nation t hat has achieved much to be proud; and at the same time 
recognise the wrongs of the past. 

Our indigenous peoples can rightfully express their views of the past, present and the future on this day as well as 
celebrate progress the country has made over 230 years. The non-Indigenous Australians can celebrate being 
Australians and also be made aware of those wrongs. 

To change the clate could be more divisive and would disenfranchise the indigenous, non-indigenous Australians and . 
prospective Australians. Australia Day Committees have been active In most local government regional areas and 
major cities for over 30 years supported by all levels of government and ma king the day a part of our culture. It Is 
hoped that these committees would support a change of emphasis rather than changing the date. Establishing a 
new date Is likely to fragment views across the total community. Invigorating Australia Day to make It more inclusive 
would seem more appropriate. 

The peoples of Australia, Including educators and all levels of government should take time to reflect on the broader 
significance at this time. Equally the Australia Day ambassadors' message should represent both non-Indigenous 
groups and Indigenous peoples to unite all Aust ralians. 

Yours sincerely, 

S47F 

Offfoo of tho Minlst£1r for Indigenous Affairs 

~
PIY by Mlnls1er 8 Brief Req'd H P Y by Par!. Sec. Subject: ............. .. 

I Reply by CoS • . ......................... .. 
1 · .J Reply by Advise- ~ft .......................... .. 
I 1 2 JAN W18 
f 0 Reply by Dept 0 NFA 
referra): ' '"'""J'.1¥ '";.''l";l:':"'J'.l!.;''."'''" ' ' ''"' ' '"'' ' 
nstrucbons: ... r.1 "-'<.-·•.Lv.\Jl:1.w.ne.1 .......... . 
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Senator the Hon N Scullion · 
Mlnlster. fo.r..l n~lgenous.Affa.frs, . , 

,•t. ' •• 

Lea~~~ .. d(~~e;~atio.~~ls ·,n ~~e :~~!)~~~, 
' I, . ,I · / 

. .:·' .•1 ., •• • • • l'. 

PO Box 40021 
Casuarlna NY 81:i 

. .. : . . , .. '\• i • • :~:·. • . .·: ... . . ••• ' •• 

. ;; . ' ... .i· · . ·'·.. •. 

251h AUgu~i.'·2617 . . 
• 1. 

: . . . ' ! ~ . . :, , f. \ 

·' .. 
• ,• · • 1 1 ·'·1 1., •• ; • • •• • ' . . 
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0 

•' • •• '"• 1'otJ ''' • I ' 

Dear Mr sculllor., · ·. · · · 
· '' , • • .,. •' 'II 

The ongoing conversation regarding the date and focus of Australia Day has had me considering the 
question for some t ime • 

. . 1.: ..• 

The Issue of d~sp.~s~~~slo~ .o~ that ~~~~.\~.an lnsu.r~o~[l~able con,~~rr fo,r ou~ first pe~ple . I request 
that you consider my thoughts' on th ts Matter. l'he centra·I part «:if this Is respect for all Australians' ; 
and lnvolv~~ reflectlbh.:ancfcM~or~Hon over

1

tll're'e'days. Ackn~wledglng our first people,. those who .' 
I ' J• o ' • • \ I '1' ' o ' ' ,• ,• ' ' t • I t t • '• O • t : • 

are here now an CJ thos~ whb'would be Australlans In the future~ A declaratlori of who we want to be. 
t • I • :' ' .• I • • • I ~ ' • ·" • t ? , • ·• • • • • • • • 

The three,day reflectlon and telebratfoh could be.as fo llo)l!s: 
I i .· •'l'.1. . · \ • :1 t' • '• : · • • • , ,. , , , , ·: 

December 3111 ·The past. Primarily ack11owledge the first people, then ttiose that came· after. 
1l , . ' ' : , • :,) , , ,. ; , • ~ • ' • !• ' 1 !'. • '• I I; ,, t ' ' '• '. .. ' 

(Public holiday to replace January 251h) 
, I , , • • , ' ' 1 • ' " l ' ' ' •• 

January 1rt .lfhe present;' The day we be·came one countryi·Our strengths and our weaknesses, ... 

January znd -The future. Bflck to· work but taking the t ime to consider t1ow to create an· Improved·.· . , 
country refle.ctl~~: our ~~~~,~~~~e~Jn the workplace, .th~ co.11\muntty and the hot!'~·' 

I understand the pollttcal nature of.any changes but I hope that you wllf.conslder this option and 
hopefully discuss It with your feliow Parlla111entarlans. I thank you for.your time and hope we can all·· 
meve toward a more co'mp,asslonate countrywlth this being one wi!y'.to create a new vision for . 
Australia. I would appreclate ·anY·ZsSlstan·ce In progressing these heartfelt hopes and remain ready · 
to answer any q1les~lolls or. continuing dialogue on this matter; !·Intend to .co11tact other par.tle's·~hat 

may be Interested to progress this ldaa, but·I see you as a' strong voice ll'fmy community and as the 
best place to Initiate change. Details are below this letter. 

Yours sincerely, . . s F 
S4r~-..., 

.. :' 

I ' t I o I J ~ •I ' '1 ! '•t' " ',• I ' ,• : ~ 

. ..... . . ' ., -ii.- ' :: 

· ·' •.· 

'. • 'J • 

": ; I'(•,.' • • •'· • • • 

·0111 c;-'Orl1irMi1)i ~ter i~f:"t\.\<li~ua Affairs 
D Reply by Mlnlati1r 8 Brief Req'd 

ly.Q,yPo.rt. S~c, .. J ,~ubJ~.?I: ............. ,,.: , •. ,. 
Iv by C<:>S ................................ .. 

. · ly b)l·Advli;or : ......................... :....... . . 

... : '• . 
·.· 1 z· SEP 2pw ... . 
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AUSTRALIA OAY PROPOSAL ·1 , • 

The current day celebrates dispossession of the first people of this corJtinent.and the ongoing 
• ' ' • ' 4 : I · · dominance of the cblonlsing power, Its culture and lts laws. This reJrifOrces tlie nagatlve·~n.a qulti;i' · 

Incorrect Information regarding the culture and sociology of the original people for both tlie 
conquered and the conquerors In an ongoing way. It has been useful to those who Intended to take 
over the land for their awn purposes to omit the observed and written accounts by ear.ly 11xplorers 
and pastorallsts of farming practices, sedentary lifestyles, house building, food capture and st~rage 
and astronomical knowledge (and so much more) of the aborlglnal people across the country. This 
gives the Impression that the new ways wlll benefit the "primitive" people, dellberat~ly falsifyJ,ng 
their true abllitles to thrive peaceably for tens of thousands of years In an otherwise hostile 
en1:1lronment. ' ::• ·· .... 

THE PAST, THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE 

I proP.O~e that the date chang~s f~om.J!lnuary 2~th· to.Decem~er.s1st e~ch.year! T~ls d~y 't-(OtJld focus 
• 't- • •,• ' '•' • ·, • I! •• ' ' ! I 

on the past, how "I.'.~ ~!I_ cam:~ to be hrre now. Th~. Pfiin;t~rv.,refl,~~!W, .woLJld c9~sl~!:1t those w~. have 
~!$possessed followeq by. t;il?ran~ and .. thelr backgro,4p~s .. Jhls enco~.passa,~ ~II. peo.~I~ r,es~~c.1'.fµlly, 
They may well also appreciate the ablllty to have an extended break including New Year's Eve, The 
following day, January 1st, Is the annlversaryef Australla"s Federatlon'where we moved from •;· 
disparate states and territories to one unified country, This day wor.ild consider the prE!$erit, o.ur 
achlev'erri~nts and dur shortfalls. January 2"11 would see a' re'~urn to 'work 'with a' ~atlonwide. focus oh

0 

.. ·.· ....... , . . . . ,• 

the sort of future we want to live In and how we can work towards this vls'lcin, 'The actions we take· 
npw, In.the home, scho,ol, community and \Workplace shape the future we want to achieve. · 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE PAST· .. ,. ,. · . . . . ~ .. 
• t,.'1> .. .1 • / • 

, ' tf-1 t:.•:t,t ''''f\lhU• , 

For a country to be 'inclusive and caring for all Its citizens I feel that !earning of the past and 
acknowledging the complexities of the aboriginal .cultur.e that thriv.ei;:l before cplonlsation Is the. 
Important first step, There could be a 11atlonal fo.cus on one area a year so.thorough re.search can pe 
done on thi;i true abilities of the aboriginal heritage we ha.ve been denied. televisfon, educ.atlon a.nd 
rnedia would be encour..~ged to embrace th.~-research:and the whG>le community gradual.Iv come .to 
a.n understanding of.what once was here, This should pr~vicJe the. Impetus to create.a more Inclusive 
and respectful soclety.especlally for those-who have been dlsetnpQw~red. 

THE PRESENT 

January the 1st ls the obvious day for celebration, when the states joined to become on~ country. 
The date of January 25th means nothing to many states as It only acknowledges the taking possessi9n 
of one part of New South Wales. In Western Australia, Foundation day has become Western 
Australia day better to embrace all rather than dispossession. The date remains the same how'ever. 

There are many wonderful areas of achievement, humanity and klridness that are not fully 
acknowledged In this busy lffe. The Australia day awards show Just a small sample of the 
extraordinary undertakings happening around us .. It is Important that these deeds be Illuminated to 
allow recognition where it ls due, and for fnsplration to flourish. However, It Is also necessary to 
highlight the areas where we have not met our own expectations and need to continue to work at 
resolving these Issues. This leads Into the actions to be considered for the future. 

" 
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THE FUTURE 

The third part of the three-day focus on our country and community needs to Instigate planning for 
the country we want to become. Debate over our targets and Implementing change Is the idea.I way 
to begin the New Year. Though I do not expect this day to be a public holiday It Is necessary to create 
a thoughtful purpose to our dally efforts. Every workplace can embrace this opportunity and all 
employees could be a part of the change we work toward. Encouraging Inclusiveness and 
thoughtfulness In our dally lives can also be considered part of Act, Belong, Commit as we deal with 
the pressures of modern llvlng. 

11 'Who controls the past/ ran the Party slogan, 'controls the future: who controls the present 
controls the past/ 11 

page 40 1984 by George Orwell Penguin Classics reprint 2000 

These Commonwealth countries do not celebrate their natlqnal day on the day th~ first settlers 
arrived. 

Each has evolved a national day to reflect' the values of that country. Wlklpedla reference for all. 

CANADA 

Although Canada existed prior to 1867, within both the French and British empires, Canada Day ls 
often Informally referred to as 11Canada1s blrthday11

, particularly In the popular press.lliifillfil However, 
the term 11 blrthday1

' can be seen as an oversimplification, as Canada Day ls the anniversary of only 
one Important national mllestone on the way to the country's full Independence, namely the Joining 
on July 11 18671 of the colonies of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick Into a wider British 
federation of four provinces (the colony of Canada being divided Into the provinces of Ontario and 
Quebec upon Confederation). Canada became a "kingdom In Its own right" within the British Empire 
named the Dominion of Canada)" 111811911101t111 Although still a British c·olony, Canada gained an 
Increased level of pollt!cal control and governance over Its own affairs, the British parliament and 
Cabinet maintaining political control over certain areas, such as foreign affairs, national defence, and 
constltutlonal·chariges. Canada gradually gained Increasing Independence over the years, notably 
with the passage of the statute of Westminster In 1931, until finally becoming completely 
Independent with the passing of the 1982 Constitution Act which served to fully patrlate the 
Canadian constltution.!111 · 

Under the federal Holidays Act,I!fil Canada Day Is observed on July 11 unless that date falls on a 
Sunday, In which case July 2 ls the statutory holiday. Celebratory events will generally still take place 
on July 1, even though It Is not the legal hollday.!Ml If ltfalls on a Saturday, any buslnesses·normally 
dosed that day will usually dedicate the followlng Monday (July 3) as a day off. 

NEWZEAlANO 
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Waltangl Day became a nationwide public holiday on Its observance ln 1974 by first undergoing a 
name change, In 1971 the Labour shadow minister of Maori Affalrs, Matlu Rata, Introduced a private 
member's bill to make Waltangi Day a national holiday, to be called New Zealand Day. This was not 
passed Into law. 

After the 1972 election of the third Labour government under Prime Minister Norman Kirk, It was. 
announced that from 1974, Waltangl Day would be a natlonal h61iday known as New Zealand Day. 
The New Zealand Day Act legislation was passed in 1973.llli For Kirk, the change was simply an 
accepfance that New Zealand was ready to move towards a broader concept of nationhood. 
Diplomatic posts had for some years marked the day, and It seemed timely Jn view of the country's 
Increasing role on the lntematlonal stage that the nattonal <fay be known as New Zealand Day.mi At 
the 1974 celebrations, the Flag of New Zealand was flown for the first time at the top of the flagstaff 
at Waltangl, rather than the Union Flag, and a replica of the flag of the United Tribes of New Zealand 
was also flown.flll 

The election of the third National government In 1975 led to the day being renamed Waltangi Day 
because the new prime minister, Robert Muldoon, did not ll~e the name 11New Zealand D::iy11 and 
many Maori felt that It debased the treaty, Another Waltangl Day Act was passed In 1976 to change 
the name back to Waitangl Day.llil 

Waltangl Day underwent 'Mondaylsatlori1 in leglslatfon i:fnacted In 2013, shifting the public holiday to 
Monday If 6 February falls on a Saturday or Sunday.ill 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Freedom Day ls a south African public holiday (Its national day), celebrated on 27 April. It celebrates 
freedom and commemorates the first post~apartheld elections held on that day In 1994. The 
elections were the first non-raclal national elections where evervone of voting age of over 18 from 
any race group, Including foreign citizens permanently resident In South Afrlca,m were allowed to 
vote. Previously, under the apartheid regime, non-whites had only limited rights to vote. 

It ls part of the twelve public ho It days determined by the Pub Ile Holidays Act (No. 36of1994). 

on the first commemoration of.the holiday, President Nelson Mandela addressed Parliament:Ccttatlan 
neede!t} 

As dawn ushered In this day, the 27th of April 1994, few of us could suppre$S the welling of emotion, 
as we were reminded of the terrible past from which w~ cc,> me as a natron; the great.poss!b,lfftles 
that we now have; a_nc! the brl&ht future that beckon$ us. And so w~ ~ssemble here today, and In 
other parts of the. ~oun~ry, to mark a hl;>torlc day_ In the life of our natlqn. Wherev~r $9uth A.f.ricaJJS.. 
are across the globe, our hearts beat as one, as we renew our common loyalty to our country and 
our commitment to Its future. 

SINGAPORE 

The National Day of Singapore ls celebrated every year on August 9, In commemoration of the 
Singapore's Independence from Malaysla In the year 1965. This holiday features a National Day 
Parade, an address by the Prime Minister of Singapore, and fireworks celebrations. 
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On the 2nd/3rd Sunday after the National Pay, the Prime Minister of Singapore makes an annual 
address to the nation, called the Natlonal Day Rally. A yearly event since 1966, the Prime Minister 
uses this rally to address the nation on Its key challenm:!s and its future directions, and can be 
compared to the State of the Union Address delivered by the President of the United States, Prior to 
2005, the rally was a continuous speech from 8 pm {SST). From 2005, the Malay and Chinese ... 
versions were dellvered at 6.45 pm with a break at 7.30 pm while the English version was delivered <·· 
at 8 pm. Opposftlon of MPs have been Invited to.the rally since 2007 

MALAYSIA 

Malaysia Day Is held on :16 September every year to commemorate the establishment of the 
Malaysian federation on the same date In 1963. It marked the jolnlng together of Malaya, North 
Borneo, Singapore and Sarawak to form Malaysia. 

Republic Day honours the date on which the Constitution of India came Into effect on 26 January 
1950 replacing the Government of India Act (1935) as the governing document of Ind la.ill 

The Constitution was adopted by the lndtan Constituent Assembly on 26 November 1949, and came 
Into effect on 26January1950 with a democratic government system, completing the country's 
transition towards becoming an Independent republic. 26 January was chosen as the Republlc day 
because it was on this day In 1930 when Declaration of Indian lndep.endence (Puma Swaraj) was ,,,,.._ 
proclaimed by the Indian National Congress as opposed to the Dominion status offered by British 
Regime. · 

It Is one of three national holidays in India, the other two being Independence Day and Gandhi 
Jayantl. 

Independence Day is annually celebrated on 15 August, as a national holiday In India 
commemorating the nation's Independence from the ,United Kingdom on 15August1947, the UK 
Parliament passed the Indian Independence Act 1947 transferring leglslatlve sovereignty to the 
lndi<m Constituent Assembly. India stlll retained King George VI as head of state until Its transltfon to 
full republican constitution, India attained Independence following the Independence Movement 
noted for largely nonviolent resistance and civil disobedience led by the Indian National Congress 
(INC). Independence coincided with the partition of lhdia. In which the British India was divided 
along rellglous lines Into the Dominions of India and Pakistan; the partition was accompanied by 
violent riots and mass casualt1!3S, and the displacement of nearly 15 mllllon people due to religious 
violence. On 15 August 1947, the Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru raised the Indian national flag 
above the Lahorl Gate of the Red-F.ort In Deihl. on each subsequent Independence Day, the prime 
minister customarily raises the flag and gives an address to the nation.ill 

The holiday Is observed throughout lndla with flag-hoisting ceremonies, parades and cultural everits. 
There Is a national holiday, and schools and government offices distribute sweets1 but no official 
work ls done.I 



Tuesday, 28 November 2017 

Senator the Hon Mitch Flfleld 
Minister fo'r Communications 
Parliament Hou~e 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Dear Senator, 

Document6 

I wrlte to express my great disappointment In your request that the ABC Board review and reconsider 
triple j's decision to move th!3 date of The Ho~est 100. 

In your intef\/lew with ABC News Breakfast this morning, you stated that Australia Day should be a 
day that unites all Australians. I agree with this sentiment; unfortunately, however, many Indigenous 
Australians do not feel able to celebrate our nation on a day that also commemorat~s the a.rrlval o.f 
the First Fleet. 

As you would be aware, whlle the Britis~ colon'lsatlon of New south Wales represents the 'beginning 
of modern A1:1stralta1 It also marks the moment when the. deva.statlng fiction of terra nul/Jus was 
realls~d. This ls 1;1 date of great historical significance, but It ts .clearly not a date of unlversal 
celebration. · 

How can a
0 

natlonal day be unifying If it Is held on a date that also represents the b·eginnlng of the 
historic dispossession of First Nations people - of their land, language, and culture? 

Ultimately, as with all things, t believe we should be pragmatic about this Issue. To this ·end, I ask; 
' What Is Australia losing by moving our national hollday from 26th January-a day which has only being 
recognlse·d as a national hollday since 1994? Is the arrlval of the first fleet so Integral to our cqllective 
Identity that we tnust celebrate our nation on this date, to the exclusion of First Australians? 

What.can we gain lf we dp make this change? If chan&lng the date will enable all Australians to feel 
welcome and emp6wered In celebratlng our nat!ol'l, surely this ls a worthy goal? 

I s47F I s~7F 
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To the spectflc decision taken by triple J, you also stated in your lntervfew this morning that the pupllc 
broadcaster should not' take action that divides people. Given that, as outlined above, the 26th of 
January Is a divisive day for many Australians., surely triple j's decision to move The Hottest 100 to a 
date that ls not offensive to Indigenous Australians Is working to unite their audience, and Australians 
more broadiy? 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your position on this matter; to embrace calls to change the date of 
Australia Day; and to show leadership ln Identifying a date on which a truly unifying national d!!Y of 
celebration can be held. 

Regards, 
s:if7F 

CC: The Hon Malcoim Turnbull MP, Prime Minister 
Senator the Hon Nigel Sculllon, Minister for Ind igenous Affairs 

I s47F I s47F 




